Honeeker, freed from jail, heads for Chile 

BERLIN (R) — Former East German leader Erich Honeeker left Berlin 
Wednesday for Chile after a court freed bun from jaO because he 


lode ia a police motorcade to Tegei airport from Berlm's Moabk prison 
foq r tou rs after a B e rlin court GfSed a final arrest warrant on corr upti on 
charges agai n s t him earlier Wednesday. Hie decision removed the last 
obstacle preventing Mr. Honeeker, who supervised the buibfing of the 
Berlin WaH in 1961, from flying to a Family reunion in Chile. He was the 
fast passenger to eater the plane after an apparent hide-and-seek 
manoeuvre with news media at the airport. In Frankfort, an airport 
sp oilsman saidMr. Honeeker was to travel under nraxuntun security in 
tie first dam, upper deck section of a Boeing 747 Vane airlines flight to 
Sao P&uJo, where he would transfer to a flight to Santiago. Earfier 
information had said Mr. Honeeker would fly to Rio de Janeiro. Two 
poficeiuen would escort Mr. Honeeker to Sooth America as a precaution- 
ary measure against possible attacks, he said. Another Berlin court 
Tuesday dropped manslaughter charges stemming from a shooMo-kfll 
order against East Germans seeking to flee across the cold war frontier. 
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Mubarak holds talks with Assad 


DAMASCUS (R) — I 
Damascus unexpectedly 


ptian President Hosni Mubarak arrived in 
’ednesday and went straight into talks with 


Syrian President Hafez A] Assad. Syrian presidential spokesman Joubran 
Kourieh said they were discussing Arab-Isracli peace talks and the latest 
developments in the Arab World. He gave no details. The visit coincided 
with U.S, attacks on Iraq and with Arab attempts to win U.N. sanctions 
against Israel for refusing to comply with a Security Council resolution on 
more than 4fX) Palestinian expellees. Diplomats said Mr. Mubarak and 
•Mr. Assad were to discuss both issues. Syria is also expected to try to ease 
the tension between Egypt and Sudan over the disputed H&laib triangle. 
A Sudanese leader visited Damascus last week. Mr. Mubarak was 
accompanied by Foreign Minister Amr Musa. Information Minister 
SafwatSberif and his top political adviser. Osama Al Baz. The two leaders 
hdd a brief session of talks in the presence of aides and then met alone. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Allied planes raid Iraqi missile sites 

Attacks said limited to south; Baghdad tells U.N. it will comply with demands 


p^mMnwi agency disp a tc h es 

■ DOZENS OF AMERICAN and 
allted aircraft bombed missile 
sites in Iraq Wednesday in re- 
taliation for weeks, of “provoca- 
tions” by Baghdad that officials 
asserted violated the agreement 
halting the 1991 Golf war. 

“Preliminary information indi- 
I cates the mission was accom- 
. pushed,” White House spokes- 
man Marlin Fftzwater said. He 
aoded the “United States and its 
coa&tiou partners stand ready to 
- take “additional actions'' to 
assure Iraqi compliance with 
ceasefire terms. 

Similar statements were also 
made by British and French offi- 


M Afl of our planes have re- 
turned to their bases." Mr. Fitz- 
water said. Up to 100 American, 
bombers were reported to have 
taken part. 


Fateh 
» leaders 
to meet on 
r evictees, 
peace talks 

TUNIS (R) — The leadership of 
the mainstream Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) group 
.Fateh will meet in Tmis tor three 
days from Thursday to discuss 
peace talks and the plight of more 
than 400 Palestinians expelled by 
Israel, PLO officials said 
Wednesday. 

? ; The Revolutionary Council of 
Fateh, whcih has about 100 mem- 
bers and which is intermediate 
between a full congress and the 
small Central Council, will also 
discuss the results of talks with 
the rival Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas in Khartoum 
last week, they said. 

The meeting will be chaired by 
Yasser Arafat, who returned to 
Tunis fast night from Dakar, 
where he took part in an 
emergency meeting of the Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC). 

In Dakar Mr. Arafat said the 
Palestinians would not take part 
in peace talks with Israel until 
Israel took back the evictees. 

But an official dose to the 
hardline Popular Front for the 
i Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
said in Amman that the FLO had 
not taken a formal decision to 
boycott future peace talks. 

The PFLP decided at a meeting 
in Syria Tuesday to send an envoy 
to Tunis to press for a formal 
decision, he added. 

The envoy would be Abdul 
Rahim Maltouh, who represents 
the PFLP on the PLO Executive 
Committee, he said. 

The PFLP is one of 10 hardline 
Patestutian groups which formed 
an alliance in Damascus in Au- 
gust to campaign against the 
peace talks, which have so far 
failed to achieve any progress. 

No new date has been set for 
peace -'talks but many officials 
expect the ninth round to start 
sometime in February, after Bill 
Clinton moves into the White 
House later this month. 

'‘The other Palestinian groups 
said they were dismayed by the 
. outcome of a meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers in Cairo on the 
expulsions. 

'Hamas and the Democratic 
From for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) — the Nayef Hawat- 
meh faction — said they had 
expected the meeting to back a 
. Palestinian decision to pull out of 
Middle East peace talks until the 
evictees were allowed back. 

“We- were disappointed by the 
'! Cairo resolutions ...,” said Ibra- 
him Gtasbeh, the Jordan spokes- 
man for Hamas. 

“They (Arabs) should have 
taken a decision to withdraw 
■ 'from the talks and not to leave it 
only to the Palestinians ... ” 
.life Arab minisfersefidedtlieir 
emergency meeting Tuesday, 

; urging the U.N. Security Council 
to impose sanctions on Israel if it 
- refuseato allow back the evictees. 
Hamas and the DFLP oppose 
the terms of the current peace 
t#!ks. . . 


Mr. Fftzwater said the targets 
were “several missile rites" in toe 
southern part of the country. Iraq 
bad positioned several surface-to- 
air imssSe batteries in the region, 
and American planners said they 
represented a threat to the allied 
aircraft patrolling a “no-fly” zone 
established by the allies two years 
ago. 

Mr. Fitzwater said President 
George Bush had deployed a 
battalion task force to Kuwait to 
guard against Iraqi incursions. A 
battalion is generally 600 to 800 
troops. 

He said the president, who 
leaves office in a week, tele- 
phoned President-elect Bill Clin- 
ton in Little Rock. “The 
president-elect indicated his sup- 
port,” Mr. Fitz w at c r said. 

“The United States and its 
coalition partners today took 
forceful actions against Iraq,” 


Mr. Fftzwater said at a White 
House briefing after toe .air raids 
had been completed. 

“Coalition aircraft at approx- 
imately 1:15 p.m. EST (1815 
GMT) this afternoon attacked 
surface-to-air missiles and associ- 
ated infrastructure in southern 
Iraq. Preliminary information in- 
dicates that the mission was 
accomplished.” 

He said all the U.S. aircraft 
bad returned to bases, presumba- 
ly aboard the aircraft carrier Kitty 
Hawk in the Gulf and possibly to 
some nearby land bases as well. 

British military officials and 
French military sources, said in 
London and Paris that warplanes 
from those two nations — allies in 
a coalition formed to oust Iraq 
from Kuwait during the 1991 Gun 
war — had joined Wednesday's 
raids. 

One U.S. official, speaking on 


Jordan urges peaceful solution 

• 

AMMAN (AP) — Minutes after reports that the United States 
launched air raids against Iraq, Jordan Wednesday urged a 
peaceful solution to end' the latest showdown between Baghdad 
and toe Western allies. 

“Jordan, as always, advocates peaceful solutions to any conflict. 
We are against force and we support dialogue,” Foreign Minister 
Kamel Aou Jaber said. 

Information Minister Mahmoud Sharif said: 

“We are sure that this is going to lead to more suffering for toe 
Iraqi people,” he said. 


condition of anonymity, said the 
attack was a limited one, con- 
fined to the southern part of Iraq, 
and .directed at surface-to-air mis- 
sile batteries and supporting - 


equipment. 

■ A Pentagon official said dozens 
of combat and strike aircraft had 
been launched in the effort, and 
that they were "accompanied by 


fighter escorts and other aircraft 
to help ensure the safety of the 
coalition jet foroe. 

European officials said French 
and Brash aircraft participated. 
.A Flench spokesman ' said six 
French Mirage 200GS provided 
air cover during the raid. Tbe 
Turkish news agency said Amer- 
ican AWACS had taken off from 


a base in that country. 

Tbe strike was launched two 
years after the beginning of the 
Gulf war in which tbe United 
States-led coalition routed Iraq, 
and a scant seven days before 
President Bush was to turn over 
power to President-elect Clinton. 

At the U.N., Iraq said 
Wednesday it would stop incur- 
sions into disputed territory with 
Kuwait and would authorise 
U.N. flights into Iraq — two 
demands at the heart of tbe crises 
that provoked toe U.S. -led attack 
on Iraqi targets. 

Nizar Hamdoon, Iraq's U.N. 
ambassador, told Reuters televi- 
sion he had informed toe presi- 
dent of toe Security Council, 
Japanese Ambassador Yoshio 
Hatano, of Baghdad's com- 
pliance. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Saddam tells air force 
to hit back after raids 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein told his air 
force and air defences to hit bad: after U.S.-led raids on southern 
Iraq. 

President Saddam, addressing the country on state television and 
radio early Thursday after the raids, said any U.S. or Western 
plane in Iraqi airspace was a target. 

“You men in our armed forces,” President Saddam, dressed in 
field marshall’s uniform, said. 

* “Men of toe Qadisriya (Iran-Iraq war) and mother of all battles 
(1991 Gulf war), you brave men of the anti-aircraft defences, you 
falcons (pilots) of our proud air force.. .fight them the way you 
fought God's enemies before.” 

At the U.N., a Western source said the United States, Britain, 
France and Russia have told Iraq it should not assume Wednes- 
day's air strikes were the end of the matter if it continued to defy 
toe mil of toe international community. 

Further attacks could be ordered if Baghdad again flouted a Jan. 
6 allied ultimatdm ordering the removal of anti-aircraft missiles 
from a “no-fly” zone over the southern Iraq, or if it failed to 
comply with provisions of an April 1991 Gulf war ceasefire 
resolution. 


Israel seeks to thwart sanctions; 
Palestinians say no more talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
left for Paris Wednesday hoping 
to disco u rage the U.N. secretary- 
general from recommending 
sanctions to punish Israel for 
refusing to take back more than 
400 Palestinian evictees. ..... 

Mr. Peres toKT reporters at the 
airport that letting them back 
would reward Muslim fun- 
damentalists opposed to peace. 

A spokeswoman for the minis- 
ter said he would tell U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghafi 
in Paris that unprecedented U.N. 
sanctions against Israel, as de- 
manded by Arab states, would 
harm Middle East peace efforts. 

“We w SI do our best to con- 
vince the Secretary-General to 
write a moderate report,” said 
Gad Ben-Ari, spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

At Bir Zeh on the West Bank, 
the chief Palestinian peace nego- 
tiator reiterated demands for 


sanctions to force Israel to allow 
the evicted Palestinians back 
from Lebanon. 

“They (the U.N.) can impose 
sanctions. We want to see that 
these sanctions are effective and 
would compel Israel to get the 
(evictees) bade to their homes,” 
Haidar Abdul Shafi told repor- 
ters after speaking M Bir Zeit 
University. 

In a separate statement, the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
peace talks announced it would 
not resume negotiations until the 
expelled Palestinians are re- 
turned. 

The United States, co-spohsor 
of die talks that were due to 
resume in February, was notified 
of the decision, the statement 
said. 

The announcement appeared 
to dose tiie door to any face- 
saving compromise with Israel. It 
came after weeks of conflicting 
statement from Palestinian offi- 


cials about whether they would 
suspend participation ’ in peace 
talks. 

“The Palestinian team which is 
committed to the peace process 
does not see any possibility to 
resume the talks before the re- 
turn of the evictees to their borne- 
land.'” raid the statemaot. . 

Israel has refused to revoke the 
expulsion of the 415 Palestinians. 
It says they have links with tbe 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas and other fundamentalist 
groups that killed six Israeli sol- 
diers. 

“Withdrawal on our part would 
be giving a prize to Hamas and 
that neither toe Arabs nor the 
United Nations want,” said Mr. 
Peres. 

Despite the visits of two U.N. 
envoys in two weeks, Israel has 
refused to comply with a Security 
Council resolution demanding j 

(Contained on page 5) 


Israel offers to open nuclear 
and other sites after peace 


PARIS (Agendes) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said Wednesday Israel was ready 
to open its nod ear, chemical and 
biological installations to Arab 
inspection once peace had been 
reached in the Middle East. 

Asked specifically about re- 
ports he would make such an 
offer at a Paris conference ou 
chemical weapons later Wednes- 
day, be told reporters: 

“Surely we are talking about 
such a {chemical, biological and 
nuclear) free zone once we shall 
have peace, not before it.” 

He said some Arab countries 
were sceptical about whether 
Israel would agree to such a 
measure and also agree to veri- 
fication and mutual control. 

“Of coarse we shall agree to 
it,” he said. 

Asked specifically if Arab 
states could inspect nudear sites 
such as those at Dimona, the 


purported Israeli nudear centre 
in the desert, be said: 

“I am not offering any particu- 
lar subject but suxdy if we shall 
reach an agreement and- we shall 
have peace, then there will be 
mutual inspections and mutual 
verifications.” 

TbeUmted Nations conference 
to sign a landmark convention 
outlawing tbe manufacture, 
stocking and use of chemical 
weapons opened in Paris later 
Wednesday. 

Some 127 countries were repre- 
sented at tiie opening ceremony 
at the headquarters of toe U.N. 
Scientific, Educational and 
Cultural ’ Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) in Paris. 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas declared tbe confer- 
ence open. U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Gfaali called the 
treaty a “decisive advance in tbe 
history of disarmament.” 


U.S ..Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagieburger urged Arab 
states to sign the treaty banning 
chemical weapons, saying that 
such a move would be a step 
towards eliminating weapons of 
mass destruction from toe Middle 
East. 

Mr. Eaglebarger’s appeal was 
made in remarks prepared for tbe 
conference. 

Most Arab countries have said 
they will not sign the document 
until Israel gives up the nudear 
option. Israel has said it will sign 
the chemical weapons treaty. 

‘The fact of the matter is that 
linking this convention to other 
issues cannot affect the fate of 
those issues, but it will surely 
undermine the effect of this trea- 
ty in the one region most exposed 
to the danger of chemical 
weapons — namely, toe Middle 

(Coatfeued ou page 5) 


Israel says 
far-reaching 
progress 
achieved 
with Syria 

| TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli and. 
Syria&negotiators have made far- 
reaching progress and there b 
real hope for peace between tbe 

i two tides, a cabinet minister told 
parliament Wednesday. 

Health Minister Chaim 
Ramon, speaking in the name of 
the government, was responding 
to motions by several legislators 
on the future of the occupied 
Golan Heights. 

The Heights are the key issue 
in the negotiations. Syria wants all 
of tbe Golan back. Israel says it b 
ready to discuss “territorial com- 
promise,” but that tbe Syrians 
must first spell out what they 
mean by peace. 

The Middle East peace talks 
recessed in December, and there ‘ 
have been persistent reports of 
parallel secret negotiations be- 
tween Israel ' and Syria. Mr. 
Ramon, a member of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s Labour 
Party, again denied the reports 
Wednesday. 

Tbe minister told parliament 
that no progress with Syria would 
have bom possible under Israel's 
previous right-wing government 
which ruled out “territorial con- 
cessions” to the Ara^s. 

‘ ““In. contrast to the previous 
government, there has been far- 
reaching progress (since) in the 
negotiations with the Syrians,” he 
said. 

Because of the Rabin govern- 
ment’s greater flexibility, “there- 
b hope, real hope, to make peace 
and ensure our security,'* be 
added. 

■ An indication of Syria's com- 
mitment ot the talks came earlier 
this wetk when Arab foreign 
ministers met in Cairo to discuss 
Israel’s Dec. 17 expulsion of 415 
Palestinians. 

Tbe ministers, including Syria’s 
representative, said the. expul- 
sions threatened the peace talks, 
but they stopped snort of sus- 
pending Arab participation. 


Christopher: U.S. must 
stay behind peace talks 


Gunmen kill U.S. Marine in mounting Somalia violence 


MOGADISHU (Agendes) — A 
Somali gunman, shot and wound- 
ed a U-S. Navy medic Wednes- 
day hours after ambusbers lying 
in wait like deerbunters shot dead 
a U.S. Marine. 

Talks to end two yean of gun 
law in a broken land collapsed 
when warlords failed to agree to a 
U.N .-brokered peace plan. 

U.S. troops went on high alert 
Wednesday after tbe Marine was 
killed in an ambush of a night 
patrol near Mogadishu airport. 
He was the first foreign soldier to 
be shot dead since the stair of toe 
U.S.-led operation restore hope 
on December 9. 

A U.S. military spokesman, 
Air Force Captain Joe-Dads, said 
the Marine patrol of foil' BSD J® 
ambush by gunmen lying silently 
in wait “like deerhunurs” Tues- 


day night. 

“Everybody is being very care- 
ful in view of what happened, but 
you have to understand that 
Mogadishu is very volatile,” 
Capt. Davis said. 

A few hours later, a Somali . 

gunm an fired three shots at a 

Marine patrol about 800 south of 
an old soccer stadium in north 
Mogadishu. One bullet bit a U.S. 
Navy hospital coipsman in the 
left shoulder, a military statement 
said. 

The Marines fired back, but 
the statement did not say if they ' 
had hit the unidentified gunman. 

Capt. Davis said the commend 
did nor know who was responsi- 
ble for the shootings. After the 
attacks, emotional U.S. Marines 
tightened security and demons- 
trated increased aggression at 


Mogadishu checkpoints. 

Tbe dead Marine’s 1 1-roan pat- 
rol was ambushed after moving 
out of toe airport into an area of 
abandoned warehouses, Capt. 
Davis told reporters. 

'There were definitely more 
than one gunman.” he said. 

■ He said convoys ■ had come 
under attack before, but that it 
was toe first' time a foot patrol 
had been ambushed. 

After a five-minute . firefigbt, 
the Marine withdrew and re- 
grouped, discovering a comrade 
missing. Reinforced by a rapid 
reaction force in three armoured 
vehicles, tiie marines returned to 
recover their fallen comrade. 

“Another firefight ensued. The 
gunmen were soil there,” said 
Davis, He said there was no 


evidence any Somali gunman had 
been hit. 

The slain marine, who 
apparently died of a bead wound, 
was identified as 21-year-old 
Domingo Arroyo, a Gulf war 
veteran. He was the fust U.S. 
serviceman killed since the 
Americans landed Dec. 9 as part 
of a U,N.-endorsed effort to end 
. the rampant looting and lawless- 
ness that have prolonged a devas- 
tating famine. 

A civilian army employee was 
killed on Dec. -23 near Bardere 
when tin vehicle be was riding in 
hit an anti-tank mine. 

At checkpoints Wednesday. 
Marines were edgier, more 
businesslike. And at the airport, : 
friends of the fallen Marine 
directed their anger at Somalis. 


Special from Washington 

PRESEDENT-electBill Clinton’s 
nominee for secretary of state, 
Warren Christopher, said 
Wednesday the U.S. most main- 
tain the “momentum” behind tbe 
-Middle East peace negotiations, 
biit avoided stating that the 
Democrats — who boast about a 
democracy-centred foreign policy 
— would pursue such a policy 
with regards to Middle East conn- 
tries. 

In the Middle East and 
throughout the Golf, the Clinton 
administration “will champion 
economic reform, more account- 
able governance, and increased 
respect for human rights.” Mr. 
Christopher told the Senate Fore- 
ign Relations Committee, which 
is likely to recommend to the 
Senate that he be confirmed as 
secretary of state. 

Mr. Christopher, who served 
as deputy secretary of state dur- 
ing the Carter administration, 
-said tbe Democrat’s “democracy- 
centred policy*’ underscores 
Washington’s .‘‘special rela- 
tionship” mto Israel which be 
described as the region’s only 
democracy. The secretary of 
state-designate said tbe Qinton 
team believes that America’s un- 
answering commitment to Israel 
and Israel’s right to exist behind 
secure borders is “essential” to a 
just and lasting peace in tbe area. 

Mr. Christopher said U.S. sup- 
port for democracy “does not 


imply a crusade to make the 
world exactly in our own image.” 
He said Mr. Clinton's policy 
would be “to encourage patient, 
sustained efforts to help others 
build the institutions that make 
democracy possible: Political par- 
ties, free media, laws that protect 
property and individual rights, an 
impartial judiciary, labour un- 
ions, and voluntary associations 
that stand between the individual 
and the state.” 

What can be seen as Mr. 
Christopher's reassuring words 
about toe new administration’s 
willingness to maintain the 
momentum behind the peace 
talks was coupled by harsher 
words towards regional Gulf: 
powers. “We’U assume a vigilant 
stance towards both Iraq and Iran 
which seem determined to sow 
violence and disorder throughout 
the region, and even beyond,” 
Mr. Christopher stated as allied 
forces were launching a strike 
against Baghdad. 

He further warned: “Following 
a decade in which over a 
thousand Americans were killed. ■ 
injured or kidnapped by perpet- 
rators of international terrorism, ; 
we’ll give no quarter to terrorists 
or to the states that sponsor their 
crimes against : humanity.” 

Mr. Christopher, who is known 
to be more of a policy im- 
plementor rather than a policy 
planner, said the Qinton admi- 
nistration would work towards ! 

(Continued on page 5) 


Karadzic 
expects his 
people to 
approve 
peace plan 

GENEVA (Agencies) — Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic predicted Wednesday that 
Serb deputies would approve a 
new constitution for the republic, 
but said he expected to have a 
tough battle persuading them. 

Mr. Karadzic, who took inter- 
national peace talks to the brink 
of collapse Tuesday by first re- 
jecting then agreeing to toe con- 
stitutional- plan, confirmed he. 
would offer his resignation if the 
Bosnian Serb “parliament” did 
not support him. 

“I am aware that l am going to 
have a very hard time in my 
parliament, but this is the last big 
concession by Serbs for the sake 
of peace,” be told a news confer- 
ence before leaving Geneva for 
Belgrade. 

Mr. Karadzic agreed to toe 
constitutional plan, which would 
create a sovereign Bosnia divided 
into 10 autonomous provinces, 
under pressure from his Serb 
backers, including Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic. 

He also came under pressure 
by mediators Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen, who warned that the 
Serbs would be held responsible 
for the collapse of four months of 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO seen to have ‘apologised’ to 
Saudis for stand during Gulf crisis 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior member 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and a 
dose confidant of PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat has issued 
an apology to Saudi Arabia for 
the organisations^ pro-Iraq 
stand during the Gulf crisis, 
Palestinian officials said 
Wednesday. 

The “apology” was issued by 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen) during a visit to 
Saudi Arabia earlier this 
month, tbe officials said. 

It was not immediately 
known how the Saudi lead- 
ership viewed the “apology” 
— a prerequisite demanded by 
Riyadh for reconciliation with 
the PLO and other Arab par- 
ties which the Saudis saw as 
having sided with Iraq in the 
crisis. 

But Jamil Hilal. bead of the 
PLO Information Department 
in Tunis, asserted that Abu 
Mazen was acting in his per- 
sonal capacity and not on be- 
half of the organisation. 

The “apology” came at the 
end of a speech Abu Mazen 
made in Saudi Arabia on the 


anniversary this month of the 
launching of Fateh, according 
to Ibrahim Ayyash, a member 
of the Palestine National 
COundl (PNC). 

Tbe words that Abu Mazen 
used “were well chosen” and 
there cannot be any mistake 
that it was an “apology." Mr. 
Abu Ayyash told ibe Jordan 
Tunes. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Ayyash, Abu Mazen said: 
“The Gulf war threatened the 
security and stability of the 
Middle East and negatively 
affected relations among the 
peoples of the Arab World. 
Particularly affected was the 
relationship between tfie 
Palestinians and the people of 
the Gulf states. The generosity 
and support that the Gulf Arab 
countries gave to toe Palesti- 
nians have been and continue 
to be appreciated." 

When Abu Mazen arrived in 
Saudi Arabia early last week, 
the Saudi authorities went out 
of their way to explain that the 
visit should not be taken as a 
sign of improved relations be- 
tween toe PLO and the king- 
dom. 

An official spokesman 
quoted by the Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said Abu 


Mazen was visiting Saudi Ara- 
bia to attend celebrations 
marking the Fateh anniversary 
and nothing more was attached 
to the visit. 

No Saudi comment was 
available on the so-called 
“apology,” which was issued a 
few days later. 

“You can interpret it any- 
way you want, but Abu Mazen 
was apologising. There is no 
doubt about it,” said Mr. Abu 
Ayyash. 

Mr. Hilal of the PLO In- 
formation Department, con- 
tacted over toe phone in Tunis, 
flatly denied that Abu Mazen's 
gesture represented PLO poli- 
cy- 

“The statements Mahmoud 
Abbas made in Saudi Arabia 
were made in his capacity as a 
private citizen and not as a 
member of the PLO Executive 
Committee." be said. 

Despite the denial from 
Tunis, the very fact that Abu 
Mazen is very dose to Mr. 
Arafat is seen by many in 
Amman as an irrefutable proof 
that the “apology" had the 
approval of the PLO chairman. 

“When a member of the 
PLO Executive Committee 

(Co ntinu ed on page 5) 






v ,i. \jarinci watch over two suspected Somalis Wednesday on the spot where a Marine was shot 
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'ollapse of Addis talks 


draws Somali battle lines 


3y Aidan Hartley 

Rcolcr 

N.VlROBf — The failure of 
Somali reace talks in Addis 
AI’ aH.: underlines the clan divi- 
MOri'* chat have ripped the 
c.uiniry apart. 

Following are profiles of the 
main warlords, their factions 
and alliances: 

— General Mohammad 
Fa rah Aidccd. 57. is chief of 
Hjwi\s riahre Gedir militias 
who form a faction of the 
L’nitcd Somali Congress 

I uses. 

A former army officer and 
diplomat. Gen.’ Aidccd in- 
vaded Somalia from Ethiopia 
in late I nmi. By the time he 
arrived in Mogadishu dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre had 
been ousted and his ally Ali 
Maiid; Mohammad had de- 
clared himself president. 

Gen. Aideed’s resentment 
tu Mr. Ali Mahdi led to a clan 
feud which killed ?".OGG in 
four months of fighting in- 
Mogadishu. His faction has the 
heaviest weapons in the coun- 
try. 

He repulsed counter-attacks 
on the capital by Mr. Siad 
B-irrc in 19V I and 1992. when 
he drove the former president 
into exile. He tried to consoli- 
date control over a large area 
of the south, the main 'famine 
zone, through a three-group 
alliance comprising: 

— Colonel Ahmad Omar 
Jex.. head of militias of the 
Darod Ogaden Mohammad 
Zabeir suSclan. splinter group 
of the Somali Patriotic Move- 
ment (SPM). After fighting 
Mr. Siad Barre. then'Gcn. 
Aideed. Colonel Jess defected 
to :• in Gen. Aideed in April 
1 • J»i2 . 

l\>. otfici.il> believe Col. 
Joy. ordered the murder of 90 
elder, I mm a rival clan in his 
Ki>ma>u stronghold the night 
be lore A men can -led forces en- 
tered the town in December. 

— AbJt Wjrs.inrie fssjq is 
Gen. A (deed's third ally and 
hv.i.l- th.’ Dir clan militia 
under ’he r.ame of the South- 
ern Suttvsli NatKxn.tl Move- 
men: i SS.\‘M ). Jin., cljn is 

'*rlv .:rn;ed 


— Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 
SS. leads the Hawiye Abgal 
militias, (he USC's main rival. 
The United States brokered a 
peace pact between Mr. Ali 
Mahdi and Gen. Aideed but 
the breakdown of the Addis 
talks illustrates their enmity. 

A former hotelier, Mt. Ali 
Mahdi pushed his claim to 
leadership after Mr. Siad Bar- 
re's overthrow at a conference 
of Somali factions in Djibouti 
in July 1991. He was declared 
interim president but few rec- 
ognised him. Mr. Ali Mahdi’s 
power scarcely extends outside 
his stronghold in Mogadishu's 
northern Karaan district. 

In recent months he has built 
a loose alliance of 11 dan 
factions opposed to Gen. 
Aideed. The major ones are: 

— General Mohammad 
Abshir Musa. 67. and his depu- 
ty Abdullahi Yousef who lead 
Dared Mejertevn militias of 
the northeast Somali Salvation 
Democratic From (SSDF). a 
rebel group formed in 1979. 

A former police chief, edu- 
cated at Princeton university, 
Mohammad Abshir was de- 
tained by Mr. Siad Barre. He is 
regarded by diplomats as the 
most articulate and moderate 
faction leader. 

Despite spending six years in 
detention with Gen. Aideed. 
two of them in the same cell, 
SSDF military chief Abdullahi 
Yusef has led his militias 
against Gen. Aideed in. two 
years of feuding. 

U.S.-led forces have not yet 
ventured into this conflict 
zone, a huge belt of bush dol- 
led with wells and small towns. 

— General Aden Abdullahi 
Nur "Gabiyow” (the poet) 
leads the Darod Ogaden mili- 
tias of the Somali Patriotic 
Movement iSPM). 

Gen. Gabiyow was a de- 
fence minister under Mr. Siad 
Barre but in 1989 he was de- 
tained. sparking a mutiny of 
Ogaden troops. 

The SPM was allied with the 
USC until Mr. Siad Barre was 
ousted, but later found itself 
sucked into a loose Darod clan 
alliance that linked it with Mr. 
Siad Barre '> clansmen once 
again. 

The aim of the D3rod 
alliances is to isolate Gen. 


Aideed. 

— General Omar Haji 
Mohammad Hersi leads the 
Somali National Front (SNF) 
militias of Mr. Siad Bane’s 
Darod Marehan clan. 

The SNF denies wanting to 
reinstall the former dictator, 
but SNF fighters helped by the 
SSDF and SPM, both Darod 
dan groups, have made two 
attempts to recapture Moga- 
dishu and in October overran 
the famine-hit southern town 
of Bardere. 

— General Mohammad Said 
Hersi “Morgan." This former 
defence minister was a brutal 
enforcer in the government of 
Mr. Siad Barre, his father in- 
law. He is linked with the SPM 
but appears to work mainly to 
strengthen the alliance of 
Darod dan family militias. 

'Crtctt 

Refusing to partidpate in 
talks except as observer is 
Abdulrahman “Tur” (the hun- 
chback), who heads the Isaak 
clan-based Somali National 
Movement (SNM), a iwniier 
rebel group. 

After waging a costly war 
against Mr. Siad Barre for 
most of the 1980s, the SNM 
declared secession of its north- 
western region — until 1960 
ruled in Britain — from the 
rest of Somalia in May 1991. It 
refuses to take part in any 
‘future Somali government. 

The Somali Democratic 
Movement (SDM), led by 
Abdulkadir Mohammad A dan 
and Mohammad Nur Aliyow 
of Rahanwein dan militias. 

Badly armed and politically 
disorganised, the agricultural 
Rahanwein were pillaged by 
militias from nomadic clans 
such as Gen. Aideed's and Mr. 
Siad Barre 's. They turned their 
southern farmlands into a bat- 
tleground, causing a famine 
which killed 300,000. 

Despite this. Mr. Abdulka- 
dir became Mr. Ali Mahdi's 
vice-president while Mr. 
Aliyow became an Aideed de- 
puty. The two splinter groups 
reconciled at the Addis talks, a 
slap in the face for Gen. 
Aideed. 
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gal’ arms shipments case on trial 


OKlANi.'' * .\Fi — Repealed 
w.ir.ii.i i’v umierei »v e r tcJcr.il 
.ic-vr.- :ii..i liipments or' L'.S. 
rri:’!‘:'v v-e^r-'i; {«• L'u,ind^ jnd 
Li'*;.: a ire slieJdi were ignored 
-•v .•m.v merchant*, a p:n- 

’A ' v.-t-.n.e !:w\eri for f"ur 

Jv ;;t — :■ former Egyptian 

'_:,ivr.i! an •.■vEeypti.in 
.■rn’;. ■;*>!• "v: 1 .;td two American 
re -;-. -a: . — .ironed in federal 
„vj”. rd,.v inji their clients 

V-.:. - S by n\ iTJCJlOUS 

;n»;*r.:-. .«r 'h-; .>. Cu.<om> Scr- 


v ice. 

The U.S. government charges 
ih.tl the three men and a woman 
conspired to illegally export 400 
Ti>u anti-tank missiles and 34 
launchers to Uganda for nearly 
S19 million. 

In addition, two of the defen- 
dants — former General Mounir 
Fahmy-Barsoum and New York 
businessman Nezih Kent — are 
charged with conspiracy to smug- 
gle Chinook helicopter parts to 
Libya foi S 1 5 million. 

Stephen Arnold, a U.S. Cus- 


toms agent, testified that he and 
other undercover agents set up an 
Orlando import-export company 
that was to obtain and ship the 
weapons for the defendants 
through third countries. 

He said the undercover opera- 
tives emphasised to their clients 
that they would violate arms 
embargoes placed by the United 
States on some countries. 

Bui lawyers for the defendants 
said (hat no agreements had been 
reached and that no money 
changed hands. 


Peace talks should not be 


linked to expellees — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) The 
U.S. State Department said 
Tuesday the United States be- 
lieves the Middle East peace talks 
should not be linked to the plight 
of more than 400 Palestinians 
who have been stranded in south- 
ern Lebanon since last month 
after they were expelled by Israel 
from the occupied territories. 

The United States has not yet 
suggested a date for the parties to 
return to Washington to resume 
their Middle East peace talks, 
acting spokesman Joseph Snyder 
said .“We’ll be doing that short- 
ly." 

The spokesman had no specific 
comment when asked about re- 
marks by Yasser Arafat, chair- 
man of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), who re- 
portedly said Jan. 11 in Dakar 
that all Middle East peace talks 
should be suspended until the 
situation of the evictees is re- 
solved. 

"Our position is well-known,” 
Mr. Snyder said. "We believe 
strongly the continuation of the 
talks is in the best interest of all 
the parties. At the same time we 
continue to work actively, espe- 
cially in the U.N. context, to deal 


with the explusion issue. We do 
not believe these isues should be 
linked." 

Noting tbat the United Nations 
secretary general is working to 
resolve the situation of the evic- 
tees, Mr. Snyder said: "We sup- 
port his efforts and we urge the 
•parties to resolve the situation 
peacefully.” 

He asserted there have been 
"changes on the part of the Israeli 
government's position toward 
these people. I don’t know if it’s a 
result of the work of the U.N., 
bat the U.N. effort continues.” 
Two evictees have been allowed to 
leave (he area in southern Leba- 
non where they have been 
stranded between Lebanese 
forces which have denied them 
entry and Israel forces which 
have prevented their return to 
Israel or to Israeli controlled 
territory in the so-called security 
zone along the Lebanese-IsraeU 
border- 

Mr. Snyder reminded one 
questioner that the United States 
supports United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 799, which 
urges Israel to return the evictees 
to Israel. "We think that that 
resolution should be obser- 
vered,’’ he said. 


Rights group says some 
evictees unacknowledged 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A human 
rights group says that Israel’s list 
of Palestinians expelled to Leba- 
non did not match the men 
actually expelled, charging this 
reflects the arbitrary nature of 
Israel’s punishment. 

Andrew Whitley, director of 
the Middle East Watch based in 
New York, said names gathered 
by the group show at least six of 
the Palestinians at a tent camp in 
Lebanon are men that Israel"- 
“doesn’t acknowledge deport- 
ing.” 

Israel has already said other 
Palestinians were expelled by 
“mistake." One has already re- 
turned borne, and the other nine 
are awaiting transport back to the 
occupied territories. 

"Clearly the fact that mistakes 
have been acknowledged... does 
•underline the arbitrariness of 
what took place and the degree of 
confusion which could to lead 
people being deported in error.” 
said Mr. Whitley. 

He added that "perhaps the 
criteria for selecting them (the 
expellees) was... not based on 
any rational considerations." 

Mr. Whitley said a Middle East 
Watch researcher spent 10 days 
with the evictees in Lebanon. 
From the resulting information, 
he said, the 413 names Israel gave 
to the International Red Cross 
did not coincide with the expel- 
lees’ own register of 412. 

Fifteen names did not match 
up. Mr. Whitley said, including at 
least six men at the camp that 
Israel has not said it expelled. 
These names are in addition to 
the 10 Israel already recognised 
as expelled in "error," be added. 

Mr. Whitley called the expul- 
sions “a particularly flagrant 
breach of international law" and 
added his group believes "that 
the obligation is on Israel in order 
to return these persons... and 
then bring specific charges 
against individuals they feel com- 
mitted crimes.” 

The U.N. Security Council 
adopted a resolution on Dec. 19, 
two days after the men were 
expelled, which called the Israeli 
action a violation of international 
law and demanded the men be 
returned. 

Israel accused the men of being 
supporters of Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad, which the government 
blamed for the slayings of six 
Israeli soldiers. 

While most of the expelled 
men "openly acknowledge their 
sympathies with these organisa- 
tions, they appear to have been 
deported simply because they 
were the easier ones to deport," 
Mr. Whitley said. 


Middle East Watch does not 
view support of a banned orga- 
nisation as a crime but also does 
not claim that all the expelled 
men have a clean record, he 
added. 

Mr. Whitley said his group’s 
researcher spoke with over 100 
evictees, intensively interviewing 
31. 

According to the interviews. 15 
of the men are professors, 14 are 
physicians and 16 are of the staff 
on the United Nations Relief and 
Works Association, which admi- 
nisters aid to Palestinian re- 
fugees. • 

The remainder are school 
teachers, businessmen, students 
or manual labourers, the group’s 
report said. 

In Brussels, European Commun- 
ity (EC) lawmakers on Tuesday 
called on Israel and Lebanon to 
allow international aid to reach , 
the Palestinians. j 

The European Parliament's 
Socialist group, the EC’s assem- j 
bly’s largest political bloc, called ' 
on Israel to "ensure the immedi- 
ate and safe return" of the 
Palestinians. 

The parliamentarians also 
urged both governments to allow | 
"immediate access to internation- 
al humanitarian organisations." ■ 

Rabin Morocco contacts 

King Hassan FI of Morocco , 
disclosed in an interview pub- 
lished Wednesday that he had , 
been in contact with Israeli Prime i 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin over the 
expelled Palestinians. 

The king also said he did not 1 
think the expulsions would hinder 
the U.S. -backed Middle East , 
peace process. 1 

The king’s remarks were car- 
ried in the Saudi daily Ai Sharq j 
A1 Awsat and also published in 
several other Gulf papers. 

King Hassan was quoted as 
saying Mr. Rabin got himself 
"trapped" into expelling the I 
men. I 

"He let himself be framed, and 
I prayed that he could get out of 
the net because if any peace 
bargain is to be struck, it is with 
the Israeli Labour Party," he 
said. 

King Hassan said the message 
to Mr. Rabin was sent through "a 
special channel." He gave no 
specifics. 

"I asked (Mr. Rabin) how can 
this be? The Jews of Europe bold 
it against Hitler and are still weep- 
ing and complaining, and have 
been dispersed ... and expelled 
from their homes, and you are 
now committing the same mis- 
take?” King Hassan said. 


Probe 
finds no . 
‘October 
surprise’ 
evidence 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A $1 J 
million congressional investiga- 
tion has found no credible evi- 
dence that Republicans conspired 
with Iran in 1980 to delay the 
release of American hostages un- 
til after the U.S. election, accord- 
ing to a summary of the report 
obtained Tuesday. 

The full document, to be re- 
leased by the bipartisan congres- 
sional task force Wednesday, re- 
jects allegations tbat have 
haunted the Reagan and Bush 
administrations for years. 

"There is wholly insufficient 
cretfible evidence of any com- 
munications by, or on behalf of, 
the 1980 Reagan presidential 
campaign with any persons repre- 
senting or connected with the 
Iranian government, or with 
those holding Americans as hos- 
tages during the 1979-1981 
period,” said the summary. 

"There is no credible evidence, 
supporting any attempt or prop- 
osal to attempt, by the Reagan 
presidential campaign ...to delay 
foe release of foe American hos- 
tages in Iran,” the task force 
concluded after an 11-month in- 
vestigation. 

The report itself, which runs 
several hundred pages, contains 
detailed information rebutting 
allegations ' that senior Reagan 
aides — among them the late 
William Casey who served as his 
campaign manager and then 
headed the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) took pan in meet- 
ings in Europe with Iranian rep- 
resentatives. 

The report also discusses in 
detail attempts by the Carter 
administration to achieve free- 
dom for the 52 Americans. 

The hostages were in fact freed 
hours after Mr. Reagan’s Jan. 20, 
1991, inauguration. Subsequent- 
ly, allegations appeared that Mr. 
Reagan's campaign cut a deal 
with Iran to delay the release in 
return for U.S. weapons. This 
purported deal also eventually 
came to be called an “October 
surprise.” 

But foe task force reported 
that, in fact, foe Reagan adminis- 
tration in its first term “upheld 
the arms embargo with Iran and 
encouraged its allies to do the 
same.” In its second term, foe 
Reagan administration did sell 
Iran weapons, in return for foe 
release of Americans taken hos- 
tage m Lebanon. 

The congressional leadership 
decided last February to get to 
the bottom of the “October sur- 
prise” allegations, establishing 
separate Senate and House of 
Representatives task forces. 

The Senate panel, with only a 
$75,000 budget, conducted a far 
smaller probe than foe House 
group but issued a similar conclu- 
sion last November. 

The chairman and ranking 
minority members of the House 
task force. Democrat Lee Hamil- 
ton and Republican Henry Hyde, 
last July issued an interim report 
denying allegations that Mr. Bush 
as Mr. Reagan's running mate 
took part in a Paris meeting with 
the Iranians. 

The House panel, with the help 
of Justice and Treasury Depart- 
ment agents, interviewed 230 
people in foe United States and 
around the world, reviewed tens 
of thousands of government 
documents including many classi- 
fied ones, and reviewed hundreds 
of phone logs and credit card 
records. 

Of the five people said to have 
independent knowledge of pur- 
ported 1980 meetings in Madrid 
between Mr. Casey and Iranians, 
three testified under oath that 
they did not know about the 
alleged encounters, foe summary 
said. 


MISSILE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Court delays posting of Israeli envoy to U.S. 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli high court delayed Tuesday the , 
appointment of peace negotiator Itamar Rabinovich as ambassador ; 
to Washington because of allegations he violated tax laws, the 
justice ministry said. The court temporarily delayed the posting 
until it rales on a petition by opposition Knesset (parliament) 
member Gonen Segev' which asked the court to order Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s government to reverse the appointment. 
In the petition, Mr. Segev accused Mr. Rabinovich of paying a fine 
to Israeli income tax authorities in lieu of prosecution for holding 
an illegal foreign bank account. Mr. Segev, a member of the. 
right wing Tsornet party, said the cabinet appointed Mr. Rabino- 
vich in November before it knew about the fine which Israeli media 
reported last week. Mr. Rabinovich was to assume the post after 
U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton takes office on Jan. 20. Mr. 
Rabinovich, a university professor, has beaded Israeli negotiations, 
with Syria in the 14 -month-old Middle East peace talks. 

OAU chief arrives in Western Sahara 

ALGIERS (R) — The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) chief 
arrived in the disputed Western Sahara late Tuesday for talks with | 
foe rebel Polisario Front after scolding member countries who; 
foiled to support OAU efforts to resolve the continent's crises. ! 
OAU Secretary-General Salim Ahamd Salim said in Algiers on 
Monday foe organisation was committed to doing all it could to 
achieve a just and lasting solution in foe Western Sahara, where the j 
front and Morocco have an uneasy ceasefire after more than 15 ; 
yeans of conflict. Bnt he acknowledged he had no new ideas to take j 
there. Mr. Salim arrived in the territory Tuesday to meet Polisario ! 
leader Mohammad Abdul aziz, Algeria’s official news agency APS | 
reported. Morocco claims the area while Polisario is seeking 
independence. Polisario leaders have said war could restart if 
political progress, bogged down for over a yea x, is not made this 
year. Mr. Salim told a news conference in Algiers Monday that 
resolving foe conflict was important for regional peace and 
stability. 

Turkey reports 88 AIDS cases since 1985 

ISTANBUL (R) — The number of AIDS cases reported in Turkey 
since 1985 has reached 88, a health ministry report said Monday. In 
die report submitted to the first national Turkish AIDS conference 
in Istanbul, the ministry said 40 Turks had died from the disease 
since it was first reported in Turkey. It said 48 of the victims AIDS 
were still alive. The report also said another 153 individuals were 
infected with AIDS but had not yet developed the visible 
symptoms. 

Disciples do not want rabbi’s bones 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel’s president touched off a holy row 
Tuesday by announcing that Ukraine would send Israel foe remains 
of a Jewish sage who (bed 180 years ago. The trouble is, the 
ultra-orthodox disciples of Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav say the do 
not want him bdried in foe Holy Land. Chaim Herzog's announce- 
ment, during a visit by Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk, was j 
apparently aimed at improving long-strained relations between 
Ukrainians and Jews. But it was greeted with dismay by members 
of foe Hassidic sect who telephoned radio stations to say it had 
been their spiritual leader’s wish to be buried in Ukraine at the site 
of a massacre of Jews. The rabbi died in 1811. Each year, 
thousands of disidples from around foe world travel to his grave in 
Uman. An estimated 30,000 Jews and Poles were killed there in 
1788 by Cossacks. Rabbi David-Rafael Ben-Ami, a leader of the 
Israeli branch of the sea, told army radio he appreciated Mr. 
Herzog's good intentions "but certainty unknown to him is the fact 
Rabbi Nahman especially wanted to be buried in that very place.” 

UAE to ban boy jockeys for camels 

DUBAI (AP) — Young boys will no longer be taken to train as 
camel jockeys if a proposed new laws comes into force in die 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) later this year, the official UAE 
news agency reported Tuesday. The newly formed UAE Camel 
Racing Federation has proposed a law to prohibit the use of these 
young boys, often between foe ages of four to seven from riding in 
foe local races, said foe news agency. WAM. There have been 
many incidents in some Asian countries, particularly Pakistan, 
India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, where police have foiled bids to , 
smuggle young boys, sometimes kidnapped or brought for a small j 
amount, to Guff countries to take part in camel races. WAM 1 
quoted a source in the federation as saying: "The federation has 
received instructions from higher authorities ordering it to return j 
any young camel jockey to their parents as soon as possible." The 
federation is to take stern measures against violators in line with j 
the new faw, which is to come into effort in' September this year, ; 
according to WAM. The source told WAM that one of the main 
reasons for foe new laW will be to bring the sport -in line with 
international standards and make it a more prestigious one. Camel . 
raring is a national pastime in the Gulf countries with millions of 
dollars being spent each year in competitions. 

Eritrean rebel leader treated in Israel for malaria 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — The leader of Eritrea's main rebel faction was 1 
secretly flown to Israel for malaria treatment and awakened from a 
deep coma after several days of care, Israel television reported ! 
Tuesday, lsais Afwerky, who would become Eritrea's prime 
minister if the Ethiopian province declares independence in an 
April plebesrite, arrived in Israel last Wednesday aboard a U.S. i 
transport plane. "The Americans and foe Eritreans asked us if we 1 
could take care of him. We were the closest place with proper; 
facilities," said Israeli foreign ministry spokesman Evyatar Manor. ; 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres visited Mr. Afwerky at Tel 
Hashomer hospital near Tel Aviv Tuesday, two days after he , 
awakened from a coma caused by cerebral malaria. Mr. Peres said ' 
he expected an independent Eritrea to be "an important friend" of 
Israel in foe Red Sea region. Mr. Afwerky, tilting op in his bed, : 
told Israel Television: “Unfortunately, I’m here on sick leave. 1 ' 
should have been here on a formal visit. I hope I'll make it in the 
coming few weeks when I get back home and recover completely." 
The television said another leading member of Mr. Afwerky ’s ! 
faction was also treated for malaria at Tel Hashomer, but had been 
in better condition from the beginning. 
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I CHURCHES 

i 

Si. ’Our* *i» Nazareth Church S««lfVrh 

T'-i snir.su 

\wnhl!r< <»f Kind Church. Td. 

r.i;rss 

St. Jmepb Cburrb Tel. h’-iS'Ai 
{.‘horefc pf ihr Annunciation Tel. 

De la Kaile Church Tel 
TfltHwiu Church Tel: 1*223<A 


Church of the AnnancUltoa Tel. 
r£J<£l. 

Aacttean Church Td. 6253X5. Td. 
iCxWJ. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
T7I.VU 

Armenia* Orthodn Church Tel. 

?W2h I. 

S«. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Intrrnalionai Church Td. 
XT7WHI. fiRSKn. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

MW. 

The Church of Jesw Chris of Latter- 
Day Sami* Td. K23KM and t*4v£. 
Ch u rch of the Nazarene Td *75691, 


WEATHER 

tiutk-nn •Applied by the Department of 
MvKvKhg* 

U he ton -and wiK dowh will 
■ippc.ir ar vjriou. aliiiudcs. Winds will 
hi- m inherit mndcraic. In Aqaba, 
wind, will he mirihcily moderate and 
calm 

Min.-'nui. temp. 

Amnvin 11 ; g 

Aqaba 5 / 17 

Downs 5 i ii 

Jordan Valle* a MX 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 7, Aqaba Ih. Humidity tradings: 
Amman jwr cent. Aqaba 45 per 
cent. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DU7Y 


AMMAN; 

Dr- Mohammad AI Azrch 752971 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad ........ 84W70 

Dr FiiJxr Bilbdsi 6U34 12 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakeem 8S5WW 

Firas pharmacy AA19I2 

Fcntows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy b37055 

Nairnukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sdun pharmacy 636730 

Yaoouh pharmacy M4945 

Shmcnani pharmacy 637660 

Na|il> pharmacy M7632 

UtBIXfc 

Dr. Alt Al Omari 272032 

AI Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZAJtQA: 

Dr. AhcdGhaaal 977944 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Civil Defence Department 661 1 II 

Cml Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence E m ergency I9*> 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 89I22X 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints bftftftl 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

GonfJHainQ 897467 

Amman MumdpaliJy 

Compbints \ 7S7I11 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12] 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Iordan 774111 

Water Authority 6S0I0Q 


Jordan Elcdndly Authority ... 815615 


Electric Tower 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia fnU. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Huscin Medical Ccnirc 813X13/32 

Khalrdi Maternity, J. Ann.., 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maflus.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital bftQ]3l 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashtr . J . AshraRch 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 9H6U/I5 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sin* Hospital (09)986732 

Al H&ma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

(RBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02) 275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al NafCcs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pnnm» Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOBTHETRAVELLBB 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfbrrracron depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia hnentaooaal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where H 
should always be verified. 

ABBIVALS 

Royal JoFtfanlat (RJ) FHtfiU 
(Terminal 1) 

KM Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (HI) 


07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

•9:15 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

O9J0 Ncw'Ddhi(RJ) 

10:15 Beirut (RJ) 

Ifc20 Colombo (RJ) 

17:00 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1*00 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

I&25 London, Bcrtn(RJ) 

19:10 Tonis, Casablanca (RJ) 

2fc00 Bangkok. Cafculla(RJ) 

20:10 - Rome(RJ) 

20s30 Athens, Lamaca (RJ ) 

Other FKtfits (Terminal 2) 

I £40 Muscat. Aba Dhabi (GF) 

IM0 Riyadh (SU) 

1605 Istanbul (TK) 

1740 Dubai (EA) 

2MS Cairo (MS) 

21:05 Lanwca(CY) 

DEMumnos 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

0&I5 Beirut (RJ) 

Usee Rome (RJ) 

HdkS Abu Dhabi (Rjj 

11:15 Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

12*0 Paris (EJ) 

12:10 London (RJ) 

12*0 Larnaca, Athens (RJ l 

*38 Jeddah (RJ) 

20J0 Bahrain DohaiRJ) 

2fe45 ... Damasas t R/i 

21:46 ... " Dubai, Muscat (RJ i 

2240 .... Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


otlmr Rights (TannfRal Z) 

•7:15 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

•8:15 Beirut (ME) 

12:15 Larues. Vienna (OS) 

1*45 Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

Mi30 Riyadh (SU) 

17:30 Istanbul fnc) 

ISM Damascus, Dubai (EM) 

2fcS5 Cairo (MS) 

MARKET PRICES 


UppcaRowor price id fib pet kg. 

Apple 700/4$ 

Banana 700 / 700 

BuamifMakmanar) 640/ £40 

Beans 350/300 

Cabbage 120/80 

Carrot 230/ 200 

Cauliflower 150/ 100 

Cucumbers (forge) ............ 300 / 250 

Cucumbers (small) 650 / 500 

Eggplant 240/160 

Garik 600 / 450 

.Grapefruit ‘200/ 150 

Lemon 240/200 

Marrow (large) 250/200 

Marrow fsntrfl) 500 / 350 

Onion (dry) 280/220 

Onion torecn) 250 / 200 

Orange 3R0Z3OO 

Pepper (bot) 247 1 1KQ 

Pepper (sweet) 1SOH23 

Potato 350/220 

Tomalo.._ 38W220 

Spinach 2W 160 

Mint 80 

Green OBvc 450/350 
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ESCWA likely to stay in Amman 
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•. By Nenueev Mnrad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

r AMMAN — The Economic and 
{ Social Commission for Western 

* Asia (ESCWA) is more likely to 
decide to pick Amman as its 
' permanent base after its Jonda- 
; man Executive Secretary Tayseer 
'Abdul Jaber completes his four- 

year term at the end of this 

* month'- 

1 Under the ESCWA statute, a 
' national of the country where it is 
bead^uarterecf cannot head the 

* organisation and, based on this, a 
new term for Dr. Abdul Jaber 
woald preclude any ESCWA de- 
osioh to set up permanent base in 

. the Kingdom. 

Iii an interview with the Jordan 

■ Tones, Dr. Abdul Jaber said that 
' he had declined to accept a new 
; four-year contract when his cur- 
' rent term ends Jan. 31. A new 
' executive secretary wiQ be named 

next week by the U.N. General 
Secretary. Dr. Abdul Jaber said 
' his decision “will implicitly or 
1 tacitly be taken into considera- 
' don” when a decision is made by 
‘the. U.N. headquarters over 
‘where ESCWA win be based. 

’ ESCWA was based in Beirut 
. until the Lebanese civil war 
'forced its move to Baghdad in 
1977. Subsequently, the Gulf cri- 
sis, which erupted with the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
. 1990, prompted a further move to 
Amman. ' 

' During the 16th annual session 

■ of the commission in Amman in 
; September, the first to be held 
'"after the Gulf crisis — Lebanon, 

■ backed by Syria, lobbied to ne- 
~ turn the ESCWA headquarters to 

Beirut. However, ESCWA mem- 
bers put off a decision until May, 
when a panel entrusted with die 
task will meet the planning minis- 



Tayseer Abdul Jaber 

ten of the member states. 

Jordan is expected to intensify 
efforts to convince member coun- 
tries of ESCWA to keep the 
offices in Amman and Dr. Abdul 
Jaber expects that these efforts 
will bear fruit despite the strong 
counterefforts from the Lebanese 
government. He says that the 
strongest card in Jordan’s hand is 
its continued state of stability in a 
region which has faced several 
crises and conflicts during the 
past few years. 

The continued state of uncer- 
tainty and tension in Lebanon, 
despite efforts at foil recovery, 
may weigh heavily in Jordan's 
favour when a final decision is 
announced in May. 

According to Mr. Abdul Jaber. 
Jordan is required to provide 
ESCWA with a suitable offices 
building as well as conference 
facilities as a condition to its 
continued presence in the King- 
dom. In return, however. Dr. 
Abdul Jaber is quick to point out, 
ESCWA has a bi-annual U.N. 
budget of S55 million in foreign 
exchange which is beneficial for 
Jordan’s economy. ESCWA also 


employs a third of its 350-strong 
staff from the host country. 

The overall goal of the commis- 
sion is to initiate and facilitate 
concerted regional action for the 
economic reconstruction and a. 
development of the region, to 
raise the level of economic activ- 
ity in Western Asia and to main- 
tain and strengthen the economic 
relations of the countries of the 
area, both among themselves and 
with other parts of the world. 

Prominent among the goals of 
ESCWA, which was established 
in 1973, is the promotion of re- 
gional . self-reliance through 
fostering technical and economic 
cooperation among its member 
countries. The commission also 
acts as a “think tank*' contribut- 
ing to the enrichment of develop- 
ment literature. 

“These services will be more 
easily available to Jordan if 
ESCWA sets up permanent base 
in Amman, since there will be no 
travel budgeting for our experts 
who will make their expertise and 
knowledge available to ministries 
and concerned development in- 
stitutions,” Dr. Abdul Jaber said. 
The commission does not charge 
member countries for its services 
but has to make special financial 
allocations when such a request 
comes from a country other than 
the one it is based in. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber, who holds a 
doctorate degree in economics 
from the University of Southern 
California, served as minister of 
labour and social development in 
Jordan for one year in 1984. 
Observers expect that he will be 
brought back to the post or 
another ministerial level position 
in March when a reshuffle of the 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker government is expected to 
take place. 


j Hassan II says Arabs do 
j -not rule out summit 


J 'AMMAN (J.T.) — King Hassan 
« 1 of Morocco has said in a news- 
I 'paper inverview that he did not 
{ hear a negative reply to his call 
* 1 for convening an Arab summit 

# ‘meeting from any Arab country 
| he visited during October and 

November. 

* * During die tour, the king said, 
he discussed the question of hold- ’ 


contacts with the Israelis and 
whether he would host Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
again, the king said that he did 
not play host to Mr. Rabin in the 
first time, but the Israeli premier 
had requested the visit. 

King Hassan said he did not 
mind a second Rabin visit pro- 
vided 1 there were new element^ 
rag a summit nreedng and found „ for; the fyra.sides to agree-qtrfor^ 
i&dw "‘tBeir mutual benefit. J *‘‘ ; t j , 


that differences antTproblemX 
I .exist at the level of leader to 
! I leader but “these problems were 
j ! not of a unresolvable nature.” 
»; In an interview with the 

■ London-based A1 Sharq AI 

* Awsat and the Jordanian daily Al 

* Dus tour King Hassan said that at 

* the time of his tour the U.S. 

■ presidential election was at its 
! peak and everyone bad to wait to 
; see the outcome of the polls. 

* Asked why he visited five 
' countries only during his tour, 

* King Hassan noted that he visited 

■ Syria, Egypt and Jordan as they 
r were “confrontation states.” But 


Asked whether the question of 
the Palestinian expellees would 
influence the peace process, the 
king expressed belief that it 
would not directly affect the pro- 
cess. But he said this problem 
would affect the position of the 
Israeli prime minister “who had 
fallen into a trap.” However, he 
added, if there was a peace plan 
no other Israeli party than 
Labour could achieve it with the 
Arabs. 

Asked whether Morocco was 
afraid of the influence of Alge- 
i - he also visited King Fabd of Saudi nan fundamentalists. King Has- 
{ 1 Arabia while be was performing san replied that he had wished to 
J r the lesser pilgrimage and the see the 1992 Algerian parliamen- 
{ l president of the United Arab tary elections take its full course 
ites who visited Morocco in two stages and did not stop at 

i ‘ 


twice a year. Asked about his the first stage. 


Jordan, 

Chile 

sign technical 
agreement 

By Lima Nabil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and Chile 
have just concluded a three-year 
technical and cultural agreement 
officials say.wpujd pave the 
mound, for a t further bolstering of 
"bflaferaF ties. ' “ 

The agreement, ' which was 
signed by the ambassador of 
Chile Nelson Haddad and the 
Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Planning Safwan Touqan, cov- 
ers fields of eduction, science, 
art. culture, sports youth, jour- 
nalism. health, social develop- 
ment, archaeology and tourism 
In a statement after the signing 
of die agreement. Dr. Haddad 
said the pact was aimed at further 
increasing and enhancing friendly 
relations between Chile and Jor- 
dan. 

Describing bilateral ties as ex- 
cellent, the ambassador said that 
the 34-artide agreement encour- 
ages exchange of visits by gour- 
nalists and intellectuals as well as 
educational programmes and 
publications. 




iZayadin says communist party 
jabides by Constitution, Charter 




j: By Mass Alnl 

< * Special to the Jordan Times 

J __ AMMAN — The Jordan Com- 
2 f raunist Party is guided by the 
2 « Jordanian people and culture and 
r b not directed by any foreign 
' J • sources, party leader Yaqoub 
2 ' Zayadin has said. The party's 

* •" programmes are determined on 
J . the. basis of the priorities and 
J needs of the Jordanian people, 
f " Dr. Zayadin said in a seminar 
l held on Tuesday at the Arab 

... 'Youth Forum. 

^ f The party was denied a licence 
► by the Ministry of Interior last 
£ month but Dr. Zayadin said that 

1 "Jordan needs the Communist 
j Party- more than ever.” 

[ He explained that the party 
j abides by die National Charter 
| and the Jordanian law, claiming 
J that article 23 of the Constitution 

. ■ emphasises the rights and duties 
! of the Jordanian workers more 
\iP • than the party’s programme. 

* “We work for a Communist 

2 reality that implements social 
J equality and raises the value of 
9 the human being in accordance 
t with the existing Laws,” he said. 

I "Jordan has oome a long way 

J With' the process of democratisa-* 
too, 77 said Dr. Zayadin "and we 
i ban proposed to merge with the 
\ Islamic and National currents 
f since it is appropriate to unite to 
I stand against the Israeli threat 
t and the Western imperialism, and 
| improve the situation in our 
[ country.” But be said the party 
stiff has its differences with these 
movements. 

He said the Jordan Communist 
Parly is a national independent 
party which in 1947 called for the 
acceptance of the U.N, partition 
"plan for Palestine and severely 
criticised for it.” 

The party is divided over dif- 


ferences on the Gulf war as Dr. 
Zayadin condemned the Iraqi in- 
vasion of Kuwait while prominent 
party member deputy Issa 
Madanate was more sympathise 
with the Iraqi action. Subse- 
quently, Mr. Madanat estab- 
lished his own party, Jordan 
Democratic Socialist Party and 
has applied for a licence from the 
government 

Attributing the failure of Com- 
munism m the former Soviet Un- 
ion to the “misconduct" of its 
leadership. Dr. Zayadin said: 
“Communism did not fall as an 
ideology but as a model that was 
practised in the wrong way and 
foef wrong time.” 

Dr. Zayadin said that the 
socialist October Revolution in 
Russia in 1917 had its positive 
and negative aspects. It turned 
Russia from an undeveloped to a 
superpower state that had contri- 
buted in liberating several coun- 
tries from colonialism. “The for- 
mer Soviet Union has done a lot 
for the Arab World in terms of 
armament and development pro- 
jects,” he said. 

“The misinterpretation of 
socialism and bureaucracy in the 
institutions and factories created 
a class which tended to rule for its 
own interests, and the govern- 
ment abused the concept of a 
one-party system which is sup- 
posed to be guided by the people. 


So the party was alienated from 
the people,” said Dr. Zayadin. 

He said Marxism became a 
religion in and off itself, and 
ethnicity and nationalism were 
ignored while concentrating on 
the arms race exhausted the eco- 
nomy. 

But despite these “mishaps.” 
Dr. Zayadin said that there could 
be no alternative to Marxism. “It' 
is the only solution yet we need to 
reconsider some issues and avoid 
past mistakes.” 

Asked if the Communist Party 
has a chance of retaining its lost 
power in the former Soviet Un- 
ion, Dr. Zayadin said “the Marx- 
ist ideology will rid itself of those 
who do not belong to it. There is 
an operation team in every Com- 
munist Party to review the ap- 
plication of Communism. 

He said the problem with Com- 
munism is that it did not learn 
from capitalism, which has taken 
a lot from Marx. He said Com- 
munism is the first doctrine that 
deals with the mind and mentality 
and is not an athiest dogma. 

Compared to Islam. Dr. 
Zayadin said that the core of 
Communism exists in the Arab 
Islamic culture, “Islam talked a 
lot about the bases of Commun- 
ism and we cannot apply Com- 
munism before applying the Isla- 
mic doctrine.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Exhibition ratified “Latin American Countries in France” at 
the French Cnftnral Centre. 

fr Exhibition of watercofozr paintings by Jordanian artist Salem 
- Kan aan at Riwak Ai Bafica Gaflery for fine arts, Al Fubeb City. 

FILM 

tSt Clint Eastwood’s 1983 fihn “Sudden Impact” at 5 p.m. at the 
American Centre ( 117 min., rated R). 


Queen Noor 
distributes 
certificates 
to nursing 
students 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Health strives to expand nurs- 
ing and midwifery education in 
Jordan and to raise the standard 
of training of nurses to cope with 
the growing needs in health ser 
vices. Minister of Health Aref 
Barameh said Wednesday. 

Addressing a ceremony for the 
graduation of a new batch of 
nurses and midwives held at the 
Palace of Culture under the pat- 
ronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Dr. Bstamcb said that the 
Health Ministry was now in- 
volved in boosting the capacity of 
the existing nursing colleges and 
at the same time providing them 
with qualified staff. 

The Queen distributed diplo- 
mas and awards to graduates. 


UNRWA 
department to 
move to 
Jordan 

AMMAN — The Education and 
Audit Departments at the head- 
quarters of United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) in 
Vienna will be moving to Amman 
by June or July this year. Other 
departments will gradually follow 
suit, probably wjtbin two years, 
according to UNRWA officials 
here. 

In the November issue of its 
news letter the agency's Amman 
office said the Commissioner 
General of UNRWA liter Turk- 
men had decided that the depart- 
ments will cease functions from 
Vienna and will be established at 
tiie UNRWA headquarters branefa 
in Amman in July of this year. 
The news letter quoted Mr. 
Turkeman as saying that he de- 
cided on the move in the interest 
of the agency. 

By moving gradually to Am- 
man. UNRWA will be stationed 
in the main centre of its five fields 
of operations in the Middle East: 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, the West 
Bank and Gaza, said the officials. 

Jordan currently hosts the 
largest number (38 percent) of all 
Palestine refugees registered' with 
UNRWA. Some 23 per cent of 
the refugees in Jordan live in 10 
camps. 

UNRWA began operations in 
May 1950 to give emergency 
assistance to the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians dis- 
placed by the 1948 Arab- Israeli 
conflict. The mandate of the 
agency, deriving from a resolu- 
tion adopted by the United Na- 
tions General Assembly in De- 
cember of 1,949, has been re- 
newed oyer the years. The 15th 
mandate extends to June 30, 
1993, according to UNRWA offi- 
cials. 

UNRWA headquarters, which 
first operated from Beirut had 
moved to Vienna in 1978 in the 
wake of the outbreak of the 
Lebanese civil war. But it said 
that the headquarters would be 
moved back to the agency's field 1 
of operations when security re- 
turns, to the region. 

Operating from Jordan, the 
UNRWA headquarters would be 
in charge of health, educational 
and other services offered to 
Palestinian refugees in the King- 
dom and the other four areas 
under its mandate. 


Deputies, government squabble over 
civil service employment, authorities 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tension marked 
Wednesday’s session held by the 
Lower House of Parliament with 
■ angry debates erupting over de- 
puties' request for a list of gov- 
ernment appointments in the last 
three years and a conflict over 
jurisdiction between the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the House's 
Agriculture Committee. 

The government cited procedu- 
ral irregularities as a reason for 
refusing to provide the House 
with a list of government appoint- 
ments as requested by 15 deputies 
who also demanded that the 
House discuss the “injustice” in 
civil service employment. 

The deputies requested a list of 
the names and graduation dates 
of all citizens hired by govern- 
ment agencies and public com- 
panies since the beginning of 1990 
until the end of 1992 before the 
House begins its debate of the 
issue. 

In a written request, the de- 
puties said the list could enable 
the House to have a “serious and 
objective discussion” of what 
they called an imbalance that 
“intensifies the social threat of 
unemployment.” 

Ana since the Finance Com- 
mittee reported a widespread of 
“paralysis, favouritism and 
nepotism" in government 
bureaucracy, “we request that 
this important issue be debated in 
the House in accordance with 
articles 104 and 105 of the inter- 
nal regulations,” the deputies 
said. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan Al 
Hindawi said the government was 
not “infallible” and might have 
made mistakes in awarding work 
opportunities, which gives 
ground for questioning. But,, he 
saw the internal regulations of the 
House charted proper channels 
for such questioning. 

He said since the debate might 
lead to “a vote of no confidence 
in the government" as pointed 
out by the head of the Judiciary 
Committee, Salim al Zoubi, the 
deputies had no legal grounds for 
demanding the- list. ; 

There are ' other' rae&hs. speci- 
fied in the regulations -for- con- 



The Lower House of Parliament in session Wednesday (photo by Yousef Ai ’Allan) 


ducting such debates, he said. 

Article 104, according to which 
the deputies made the request, 
says that important issues of pub- 
lic interest can be debated by the 
House .if 10 deputies or more 
demand that in a written request. 

Deputy Husni AI Shiyab 
argued that the deputies were not 
aiming for a vote of no confi- 
dence in the government and that 
they had the legal grounds for 
demanding the list. 

Echoing Mr. Zoubi, he said the 
request was for discussing gov- 
ernment appointments and the 
debate might lead to proposing a 
vote of no confidence but “that is 
not the reason behind the re- 
quest-” 

The House finally decided to 
debate the deputies' request in its 
session on Jan. 21 without settling 
the debate or asking the govern- 
ment to provide the list. 

But if the government was to 
prepare the list. Deputy Abdul 
Rauf Al Rawabdeh said, it must 
also provide the House of names 
of deputies who tried to use their 
influence in securing jobs for 
people they favoured. 

Failing to settle yet another 
tense issue on the floor Wednes- 
day; the -House asked its Judid- 
acy Committee for a report on the 
authorities and jurisdiction of de- 


puties in relation to government 
agencies. 

The request came after an 
angiy debate of a conflict the 
Agriculture Committee had with 
foe Ministry of Agriculture last 
week over visits it conducted to a 
number of government agencies. 

Mr. Hindawi said Sunday the 
committee had exceeded its juris- 
diction by questioning Agricul- 
ture Ministry employees while 
visiting ministry-affiliated depart- 
ments without informing the 
minister. 

The committee denied the 
charge but House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat asked the panel to 
prepare a full report on the con- 
flict. 

In a detailed report Wednes- 
day, the committee said it had 
informed the minister of its inten- 
tions to visit agricultural centres 
and organisations in the country 
in the course of its efforts to study 
the agricultural situation in the 
Kingdom. 

It said its visits were not aimed 
at investigating or questioning 
officials at these sites and asked 
why the government was object- 
ing to these visits.. 

' Minister of Agriculture Fayez 
Khasawneh said bis objection .was 
not to the visits but to the inves- 


tigation of ministry officials in a 
way that violated the internal 
regulations of the House. He said 
foe regulations identified proper 
channels through which deputies 
could question government offi- 
cials. 

Deputy Abdul Karim Al Dugh- 
mi suggested the minister and the 
committee settle foe issue in a 
'private meeting but Dr. Arabiyat 
insisted foe House debate it be- 
cause it goes beyond the conflict 
at hand to the rights and jurisdic- 
tion of House committees. 

Tlie House will give its say on 
the matter after it listens to its 
Judicial Cbmmittee's report. 

Also on Wednesday, the 
House asked the government to 
draft a law on a general union for 
students while Mr. Hindawi said 
foe government will present Par- 
liament with a draft law on 
teachers union next week. 

The House, which started its 
session on a sour note with Dr. 
Arabiyat warning deputies to 
attend the House sessions on 
time, will hold its next meeting 
Sunday. 

Many deputies have been mis- 
sing or coming late to House 
sessions, causing delays and some 
times failure to meet because of 
lack, of quorum. 


Moroccan economic team 
due Monday for talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Moroccan 
trade and economic team is due 
here Monday for talks with 
Jordanian officials on means of 
implementing a trade and tourism 
agreement signed by Jordan and 
Morocco last year. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Marwan Awad 
told foe Jordan Times that foe 
team represents Morocco’s side 
in the joint follow up committee 
entrusted with overcoming obsta- 
cles impeding trade exchanges. 
The team will also assess the level 
of economic and trade links be- 
tween foe two countries, said Mr. 
Awad. 

Mr. Awad was quoted by foe 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 
saying that the follow up commit- 
tee will look into means of stimu- 
lating trade and tourist exchanges 
in implementation of last year's 
agreement. 


The agreement was reached in 
Casablanca during a Jordanian 
, delegation's visit to Morocco. 

Among the subjects agreed on 
with the Moroccan side was the 

exchange of visits by businessmen 
from the two countries, the crea- 
tion of the joint committee and 
the removal of customs barriers 
to facilitate trade. 

Jordan and Morocco have 
organised trade fairs in Amman 
■ and Casablanca in the past year, 
and. according to ministry offi- 
cials, 80 Jordanian firms sold at 
least JD 1.2 million worth of 
national products through the 
Jordanian fair. 

Jordan displayed engineering, 
chemical, construction, agricultu- 
ral and industrial products along 
with home appliances and carpet 
and leather commodities. 


Poultry farmers 
protest low prices 


MADABA (Petra) — Poultry 
fanners Tuesday voiced their 
complaint about their continued 
losses due to the decline In the 
price of poultry meat, and urged 
the concerned authorities to in- 
terfere and help save the fanners 
from a catastrophe. 

Engineer Shaqi Karadsheh, 
director of one of the poultry 
farms in the Madaba district, said 
the farms were selling one kilog- 
ramme of poultry at 600 fils in 
summer and 650 fils in winter but 
production cost stands at 710 fils 
in summer and 750 fils in winter. 

Madaba district has a total of 
67 poultry farms with 665,000 
birds, producing nearly 5,000 ton- 
nes of meat annually. Only 2000 
tonnes are being consumed, said 
Mr. Karadsheh. 

He said local farmers cannot 
cope with continued losses as the 


prices go down below production 
cost and demanded that the con- 
cerned authorities stop issuing 
licences for more poultry farm in 
the district. 

Over foe past three seasons, 
the poultry farmers reported 
heavy losses due to the decline in 
foe prices and the soaring pro- 
duction cost.. 

Several fanners interviewed by 
foe Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
proposed a number ot solutions 
urging the government to come to 
their help through allowing the 
Ministry of Supply to buy foe 
total production and to keep it in 
refrigeration to be sold during 
poultry meat shortages. 

They also demanded that more 
slaughter houses be set up around 
the country to regulate the pro- 
duction and marketing of foe 
poultry meat. 
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Are you a marketer? Are you a manager? 

0 ARE YOU JORDANIAN? BT 

o ARE YOU FLUENT IN ARABIC AND ENGLISH? 

© ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE CONSUMER 
MARKETING ENVIRONMENT? 

Q DO YOU THINK YOU COULD APPLY YOUR 

EXPERIENCE TO PHARMACEUTICAL MARKETING? 

0 WOULD YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE DEDICATING 
THREE YEARS OF YOUR PROFESSIONAL LIFE 
TO A LIMITED TERM PROJECT INVOLVING: 

- SUPERVISION AND ANALYSIS OF CONSUMER RESEARCH? 

- DEVELOPMENT OF ADVERTISING? 

- PUBLIC RELATIONS ACTIVITIES? 


O IMPORTANTLY, ARE YOU A PROACTIVE, ENERGETIC 
WORKER WITH A PROVEN TRACK RECORD? 


bt 

BT 


THEN, MAYBE WE SHOULD TALK. 

FOR CONFIDENTIAL CONSIDERATION, 

PLEASE SEND YOUR C.V. TO: 

THE BUSINESS CENTER OF THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL, 
(NO LATER THAN JANUARY 19TH.) 

P.O.BOX: 926, AMMAN. ATTENTION HARRY SMITH. 
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French plan for Bosnia camps 
becomes embarrassment 




T'oO YEARS after the United States and its allies first 
v\ rcaked havoc and destruction on Baghdad, Western 
jetfighlers returned to Iraq Wednesday evening to 
r.U&ck what they claim to be a potential threat to 
Wasiern forces illegally roaming the skies of this 
war- ravaged country. Once again, the attack was 
launched :r» the name of United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and international legitimacy. And 
once again. it will fail ta resolve the problems that have 
sown ihe seeds of conflict in the area. 

Sy any serious standards, the strike exposes the 
hypocrisy with which the West is approaching regional 
conflicts of the new world order. Regardless of the 
message Washington sought to drive to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein and of the pretext to justify it, the 
bombs thrown on Iraq yesterday served to remind a 
contact-prone area of the double standards and 
stfieciiveness of the U.N. and its Western masters. No 
one could argue against the protection of civilians from 
oppression. But no one here believes that human 
considerations are the driving force behind the swift- 
ness with which the V .S. and its allies deal with Iraq. If 
the West is so keen on not allowing injustice to stand, 
why then is ll lamely reacting to the killings of armless 
civilians in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where Serb forces are 
violating a U.N.-Imposed “no-fly zone”, in defiance of 
the world community. It was only this month that 
Israel expelled hundreds of Palestinians from their 
homeland in violation of international law and Secur- 
il> Council resolutions. .And while more than 400 
Palestinians continue to suffer in a makeshift camp in 
frozen weather conditions, the world is doing little 
more than sweet-talk Israel into reversing what the 
L : .N. considered z~ illegal action. 

Iraqi civilians should be protected. But new raids, 
killings and destruction will not ensure them the safety 
haven they seek and indeed deserve. That will only 
subject them to more suffering and fear. While we 
renew our call for democratic reforms in Iraq and 
stress that Iraqi resources should be directed towards 
rebuilding and ensuring the well-being of the Iraqi 
people, we cannot but condemn the hostilities against 
Baghdad as an unjustified and illegal encroachment on 
ihe sovereignty of Iraq. If the West is interested In 
securing the safety of Iraqi citizens, it claims are 
suffering under the Iraqi regime, it will show concern 
Tor ;iii Iraqi people: Kurds, Shiites and Sunnis. Those 
people need democracy and freedom. But they also 
r.teu food and medicines they are directly or indirectly 
denied under the bite of sanctions that are no longer, 
r.i least legally, justified. 

The strike against Iraq betrays obliquity, resonates 
with hy-;.'vris% and bodes i!i for a region that needs to 
hear the words of constructive dialogue and not the 
millings of suns. 


a 3 asb € press zommEmir&m&s 


»$ TJ:! : ,\r;th-. rouei in Cum and the Muslim nations meet in 
D.i*:;:r •Vm.mUnn: iba; the U.N. Security Council resolutions on 
f’-l -'>!»!.■ .m.: Bomii.i Hercegovina be implemented, the western 
■•"••n ..re m Jl. mg ready to attack Iraq, said A1 RA’I Arabic daily 
'■Vediur-d The paper said London and Washington continue 
ibesr ^e.sir.%; the Iraqi people, who arc defending their soil 

r e- *.-. • ••• •• n.i condoning the" arrocitjes 

ci tii" i- led "-\ : . . J of the U.N. Security 

*- - re*.* '!u:;on>. While the th reals arc being escalated and the 

u -'f n:.ichm-:r\ ivinc readied against Iraq, nothing is said by the 
i.:«!oni,.l p* He: . .v;a:n,; Israel’s rejection of Resolution 799 
«.vn*;efi:i::e :ne I'.tie-unijn evictees, the paper pointed out. The 
L» and :he Amenc.-.n*; keep bragging about human rights and 
■pc i.T-u-r::.::j.*rj. ; ; legiti-nuty demanding that Iraq re<q>ect the U.N. 
r L -v -lari' t.. cut »!se> tend t>i condone Israel’s disrespect of any of 
:he i' re- i:lu;i..n> concerning the Palestinians and condone 
: *r.|e!'x :*'<rd:m;ed .iccup.ason of Arab land, the paper continued. 
N \ ,,v ” ’’ ’■ •■■■ ’ -pic nf Palestine and nobody lifts 

"■ in i'i.-sc*. .*i,.iinM me massacring of Muslims in Ihe former 
^ ISC-'*.!,:’-*:,. ,jid ;he daily. While the threats are being levelled 
the ir.sqi leader .hip. the Palestinian deportees continue to 
fiive -c \i>i i vii r'* and continue to suffer. The paper said that the 
leaders v-ho are directing their guns at Baghdad are all 
in j LiuKpirocy against Islam and the Arabs. 

.'•.V.T AL JrJ.VAB daily described the Arab foreign ministers’ 

iv. ecp.ni ‘*i Cairo a successful and constituting a very positive step 
!i .*..ir I*, reestablishing solidarity among ihe Arab countries. The 
p.rpei said that now that ihe Arab foreign ministers succeeded to 
T' ’ M _/ 111 '- wviej. they arc expected to address the U.N. 
Secnr.jy CoundS demanding an implementation of Resolution 799 

r.rcrnir.i! the evicted Palestinians. The Arab foreign ministers, 
^.ini the paper, arc nhn expected to demand that Israel be 
pun i ■•red H si fails to comply with the U.N. resolutions. Israel, 

v. T,;.:h continues to defy the world community and reject all its 
rcM'Iuiionv consider, itself above the intenafional law. the lime 
b,Ls come i.ir the Umtcil Nations to deal with the situation, called 
■he paper It said that the foreign ministers" response to the 
Palestinian calls reflects the Arab governments’ desire to act in 
concert to Uih: the Palestinian* regain their rights and to support 
the L.-b.mcsc government in its just and honourable sand. The 
Sabin government, .and the paper, has been belting on inlei- 
■\r.sh nifi'crcna-N hoping that the Arab governments would not 
lake a collective action. il said now that the Arabs proved their 
stand ai the Cairo meeting, a practical step and a meaningful 
action are expected from the United Nations in this regard. 


PARIS — Eager to be seen as 
acting to stop the bloodshed in 
Bosnia, the French government 
seems to have shot itself in the 
foot with a proposal to liberate 
Serb prison camps that has drawn 
widespread criticism. 

Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas’ statement ■ Sunday that 
France was prepared to act alone 
and use force if necessary to close 
down the camps has caused const- 
ernation and embarrassment. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghaii urged France pointedly 
not to jeopardise international 
peace efforts, Serb leaders 
threatened retaliation against 
French U.N. peacekeepers and 
even fellow ■ cabinet ministers 
sought to distance themselves 
from an idea some saw as imprac- 
tical and even foolhardy. 

“Sometimes I think people are 
not taking seriously enough what 
war entails," Prime Minister Pier- 
re Beregovoy said * Monday 
night in a veiled rebuke. 

Defence Minister Pierre Joxe 
said Mr. Dumas must have been 
misunderstood, pointing out that 
French troops serving with the 
U-N. in Bosnia were not sta- 
tioned in areas where suspected 
rape and torture camps were sited 
and could not act unilaterally. 

The man Mr. Dumas planned 
to send to oversee their libera- 
tion, Health and Humanitarian 
Affairs Minister Bernard Kouch- 
ner. said U.N. resolutions did not 
allow use of force to open the 
camps. 

The French media seized on 
the disarray, splashing headlines 
such as “what a mess" (France 
Soir) or "Da mas' own side brings 
him back down to reality,” (Li- 


By Andrew G umbel 

Reuter 


be ration). 

The centre-right opposition ac- 
cused Mr. Dumas of recklessly 
endangering both Muslim prison- 
ers held by the Serbs and French 
soldiers serving the United Na- 
tions in ex- Yugoslavia. 

“These proposals are scanda- 
lous and astonishing, based on 
illusion and could endanger pris- 
oners* lives,” centrist Deputy 
Gerard Longuet said. 

“I don’t understand how a man 
with responsibility for such an 
important issue could make such 
fantastic proposals.” 

For once, even Radovan 
Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb lead- 
er, found agreement in France 
when he accused Mr. Dumas of 
trying an “election stunt.” 

Struggling to avert a landslide 
defeat in parliamentary elections 
in March, the Socialist govern- 
ment faces growing public de- 
mands to do something about the 
slaughter and reports of mass 
rape and torture in the former 
Yugoslav republic. 

French politicians and intellec- 
tuals have pleaded not to let 
atrocities continue with impunity. 
Some have travelled to the be- 
sieged Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo in a gesture of solidar- 
ity- 

President Francois Mitterrand 
himself made a dramatic visit to 
the city last June to help start a 
U.N. relief airlift. 

His visit probably heightened 
pressure on his government to 
become ever more deeply in- 
volved on ex- Yugoslavia when 
allies such as Britain and the 
United States have been more 
sanguine. 

Diplomats say France is also 


snia and Palestine — untold 
cruelty grows in the 
shadow of empty threats 


driven by a determination not to 
allow the United States to up- 
stage Europe in. its own backyard. 
French officials bristle at the way 
Washington took the lead recent- 
ly in Somalia. 

But Mr. Mitterrand has been 
very cautious on military action. 
He and outgoing U.S. President 
George Bush agreed in principle 
last week on the need to enforce a 
ban on flights over Bosnia. 

But he insisted the Geneva 
talks must be ‘ given a chance 
before the international commun- 
ity took further action. 

Mr. Dumas has taken several 
highly-pabiicised initiatives which 
diplomats say have exasperated 
U.N. and EC mediators trying to 
negotiate a peace settlement with 
the rival factions in Geneva. 

On January 2, he made an 
impromptu visit to Geneva and 
met the rival faction leaders with- 
out prior consultation with the 
mediators, Cyrus Vance and 
Lord Owen. 

Last Wednesday, the French 
government announced that Mr. 
Dumas had achieved agreement 
in principle to declare Sarajevo 
an open, demilitarised city. But 
the Bosnian Serbs withheld their 
accord and Bosnian President 
AHja Izetbegovic said no one in 
Paris had been able to explain to 
him what the proposal meant. 

“One cannot fiave it both 
ways,” Jean-Pierre Langellier 
wrote in the newspaper Le 
Monde. “Either the international 
community pools its efforts... or 
else everyone acts alone in a 
disorderly fashion. Whatever its 
intentions. France will be sus- 
pected, once again, of having 
-v anted to jump the gun.” 


IN STRICT geographical terms, 
the barren bills of southern Leba- 
non may have little in common 
with the rugged mountains of 
central Bosnia, but there is an 
unmistakeable parallel to be 
drawn between the fate of the 400 
Palestinians who spent Christmas 
week on the Lebanese border and 
the thousands of Muslim refugees 
trapped in central Bosnia. 

For it has been the profound 
misfortune of both the Palesti- 
nians of Gaza and the Muslims of 
Bosnia to have been accepted as a 
cause celebre by Muslim leaders 
throughout the world. 

As far as the Palestinians are 
concerned, of course, this is no- 
thing new. Even before the estab- 
lishment of Tsraei in 1948, Muslim 
leaders have devoted countless 
hours of rhetoric to ranting about 
the injustices committed against 
the Palestinian people. 

More recently, Biosnia-Herze- 
govina has been tripping freely 
from the lips of every self-re- 
specting, politically correct figure 
in the Islamic World with the 
same passion that they once used 
to refer to the Palestinians. 

The fate of the Bosnian Mus- 
lims at the hands of the Serbs has 
been roundly condemned by 
them as yet another example of 
the double standards employed 
by the West. 

ff only the Balkans contained 
large oil reserves, then the West 
would be more prepared to 
assemble a Ku wait-style libera- 
tion force to arrest the murderous 
Serbs. Or, at least, that’s the 
implication that underscores 
much of the Muslim world’s cri- 
ticism. 

And yet, with respect to the 
plights of both the Palestinians 
and the Bosnian Muslims, while 


By Con CongWAn 

Islamic leaders never miss an 
opportunity to criticise the inade- 
quacy of the West’s response, 
they display less enthusiasm when 
it comes to putting forward their 
own plan to action. 

Arab leaders, of course, argue 
that they have fought quite 
enough wars on behalf of the 
Palestinians- To make such 
claims is disingenuous. Whenever 
a Nasser, Hussein or Assad has 
turned his guns on Tel Aviv, 
seeking justice for the Palesti- 
nians has always been low on bis 
list of priorities. 

Indeed, the plight of the 400 
Palestinian deportees in southern 
Lebanon is. in many respects, the 
-result of years of Arab indiffer- 
ence to the Palestinian cause. 

Had the Arabs been rather 
more diligent in pressing the 
cause, there would have been no 
need for the Palestinians to 
launch their own uprising, the 
intifada, five years ago. 

And it was as a consequence of 
the failure of the established 
Palestinian leadership — Yasser 
Arafat and his cronies — to make 
sufficient capital out of the upris- 
ing that the grassroots tamed 
increasingly to Hamas; the 
Palestinians' Islamic fun- 
damentalist wing. 

Hamas's success in reviving the 
intifada is ultimately the reason 
why the Palestinian deportees last 
week found themselves stranded. 

And while, as has happened so 
much in the past, most Arab 
governments jumped at the 
opportunity to lament the Palesti- 
nians’ plight and condemn 
Israel’s lack of compassion, they 
have been less forthcoming about 
providing tangible help. Certainly, 
any marooned Palestinian even 
faintly aware of the plight of 


Bosnian Muslims would have 
been under no illations' about! 
how the rest of the Arab WorM*' 
would respond to their foihed-' 
deportations. • iT-’fr 

Ever since the Serb armed 
forces concentrated their focus tgj ; 
Bosnia last summer, .the great 
and the good in the blairoc World 
have shouted their indignation . 
from the mosque-tops... 

But, in te^Ilsofsnjpply^pr^U' , 
tical support, they have fallen 
well short of their oft-proclaimed '■ 
call to jihad, or holy war. Tangi- 
ble support for the Bosnian Mas-, . 
lims has been confined to a raga- 
muffin group of volunteers who. 
have been more a hindrance than , 
a help to the militias fighting tii^. 
Serbs. 

In the new year, Islamic lead- 
ers, under the auspices of the- 
Islamic Conference Organisation 
(OIC) have ned threaten to break • . 
the U.N. arms embargo, a ®es~-, 
ture which does little to scare the’* 
Serbs and more to conceal the. 
fact that the Islamic World has ' 
banlly lifted a finger to the hdjr 1 - 
the Bosnian Muslims. 

Indeed, the inability of Islamic 1 * 
leaders to otter anything other •: 
than empty threats undermines-. - - 
the argument, which has been ■ 
enthusiastically advanced in some > 
quarters, that Islam contotutaT. 
the single greatest threat to weft-' 
em hegemony as the centaty, 
approaches its end. '' 

Leaders who are unable to help' - 
a few hundred Palestinians' 
stranded in Southern Lebanon,'.-’ 
or the tens of thousands of Bos- • 
nian Muslims, surrounded by.,- 
maniacal Serbs, are hardly likely 
to summon either the courage or. . 
tiie resources to hammer at t fie-’ti 
gates of Vienna — Sunday Tete- 
graph- ' 



Will President Clinton be the 
same as candidate Clinton? 


Power and the press 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Would it be 
churlish to suggest even before he 
takes the oath that Bill Clinton 
the candidate and Bill Clinton the 
president-elect may not be the 
same man? 

Consider 

Mr. Clinton the candidate sang 
the praises of public schools. Mr. 
Clinton the president-elect is 
sending his daughter Chelsea to a 
private school that costs more 
than $10,000. 

Mr. Clinton the candidate left 
the strong impression, at least 
with Haitians, that they would 
have a far better chance of gain- 
ing asylum in Ihe United States. 
He said he would change Presi- 
dent Bush's policy of turning 
away all Haitian refugees. 

Mr. Clinton the president-elect 
says he will allow refugees to 
petition for temporary political 
asylum, but not permit “mass 
emigration." 

Mr. Clinton the candidate 
pledged to cut the federal deficit 
in half in four years. Mr. Ginton 
the president-elect appears to be 
backing off, blaming the Bush 
administration for camouflaging 
the magnitude of the deficit 
problem. 

Promises are hard (o keep, as 
Mr. Bush discovered with his 
promise not to raise taxes. He, 
too, had to confront the reality of 
understated revenues and over- 


stated optimism. 

Fact is, no chief executive, 
especially in the modem era, has 
been immune from contradictions 
between campaign promise and 
presidential reality. 

Dwight Eisenhower, revered to 

this day as an honest man. 
pledged if elected to go lo Korea. 
He didn’t say what he would do 
about the war when he got (here. 
But just saying he would go had 
the desired effect of making the 
voters believe he had the right 
prescription. 

Richard Nixon, whose track 
record was already questionable, 
said he had a secret plan to end 
the war in Vietnam. Undoubted- 
ly, that helped him get elected. 
The war was tearing the country 
apart and it went on for four 
more years. 

Jimmy Carter said he would 
withdraw American troops from 
South Korea. He won, and he 
didn’t. 

Ronald Reagan campaigned 
long and hard against the Panama 
Canal treaties, but observed them 
scrupulously os president. He 
promised to balance (he budget, 
and both he and Mr. Bush cam- 
paigned for a constitutional 
amendment requiring that that be 
done. But neither man ever sub- 
mitted anything dose to a ba- 
lanced budget. 


THE LABOUR backbencher 
Clive Soley performed a public 
service when he established an 
informal committee of fellow 
members and called a series of 
public hearings in advance of the 
second reading of his Freedom 
and Responsibility of the Press 
Bill. The central feature of this is 
a statutory body appointed, 
directly or indirectly, by the 
home secretary. It would have 
the power to force newspapers to 
correct factual inaccuracies. A 
newspaper that ignored an in- 
struction from the new authority 
would be liable to unlimited 
penalties for contempt if the High 
Court upheld the ruling. 

The hearings indicated that 
Mr, Soley is proposing to use a 
clumsy and dangerous stick in an 
effort to crack a small, wizened 
nut, As Lord McGregor of Dur- 
ris. chairman of the Press Com- 
plaints Commission, told the 
committee; ‘'Direct intervention 
by a statutory body carries great 
risks of censorship." Moreover, 
the pseudo-legal tribunal would 
have all the weaknesses of a court 
of law and none of its advantages. 
Its powers would be so great that 
those called before it would, 
reasonably, demand legal repre- 
sentation and insist on due pro- 
cess being followed. 

The authority's search for truth 
would often prove futile, hut 
would provide endless scope for 
pressure groups. A reference to. 
say. the circumstances in which 
the state of Israel was founded 
and large numbers of Arabs 
abandoned their homes would 


produce irresolvable complaints 
from Zionists and Palestinians. 
Yet in recent years newspapers 
have become far more willing to 
correct genuine errors of Fact. 
Many including the independ- 
ent) have appointed readers' rep- 
resentatives and given them free- 
dom to investigate and adjudicate 
when reporters or editors do not 
automatically concede that they 
have made a mistake. 

The issue that should concern 
MPs and the press is the complex 
question of privacy and the public 
interest. This is not always sus- 
ceptible to legal intervention. For 
example, people are distressed 
when reporters pester the victims 
of grievous assaults or the relative 
of those who have died or suf- 
fered injury in a disaster. Yet 
others arc subjected to a form of 
siege by journalists camped out- 
side their doors. 

Next month Sir David Calcutt 
will deliver his second report on 
privacy. He could usefully start 
by addressing the extent to which 
the law has failed to keep up with 
technological advances that en- 
able journalists — and anybody 
with the necessary equipment — 
to bug rooms and telephones, to 
pluck from the air conversations 
made on car phones or to snatch 
photographs from great dis* 
tances. The activities of the elec- 
tronic eavesdropper and the auto- 
mated Peeping Tom should be 
severely restricted. But legisla- 
tion controlling surreptitious sur- 
veillance should apply to every- 
body. not just journalists. . 


Members of the press should, 
however, be able to plead public 
interest in mitigation if brought 
before a court. It would then be 
for judge and jury to decide how 
much weight should be given to 
the claim. The leaking of in- 
formation about the state of Nor- 


man Lamont's Access account 
was an invasion of privacy. The. 
leaked news that public money, 
had been used to meet part of the, 
costs incurred in removing a du- 
bious tenant from a Rat in his' 
house was In the public interest 
— The Independent. 


LETTERS 


Keep up the good job 


To the Editor: 


I have been Irving in the United States for the last eleven years. 
Recently I came back to Jordan and decided to visit one of our' 
neighbouring Arab countries. 

I was pleasantly surprised, at the bolder, by the feet that the 
police and customs officers are well-organised and they treat- 
travellers politely and respectfully. 

This, along with other things, makes me proud of my c oun tr y - 
and of my being a Jordanian. 

So I would like to fuU-heaitedly thank the border people for 
doing a wonderful job and helping reflect Jordan’s image as a' 
country of good, professional, efficient people. 

Amgad M. Fran,' 
P.O. Box 1184, 
KrhkL 


The Jordan Times welcomes tetters and contributions from fa' 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for ' „ ' 
publication, however, should contain the writer's fall name and ' ' 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 
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Lebanese- American writer takes 
women's, ethnic causes close to her heart 


r 


By Sea Wahbeh 

>, 4 . Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

'• fflAAN. — “The customs officer recognises the Arab-, or 

g dr Japanese-, but the Syrian woman, walking towards 

^connecting Sights , made no mistake. She had met an 
* V merican on the plane. " 

^'jEkis last paragraph of an article written by Elmaz Abinadcr , 
CF i^anese-Araenicaii writer, appeared in The New York Times 
tfe headline "Here I am an Arab; there an American ” 
c’-i.VlVie suit of an incident that happened to her at Heathrow 
i .l'C ftpoit But contrary to what it might suggest, it is not an 
-v cry. .against obvious discrimination. 

■ u&t, because- in Ms. Abinader’s writings she does not 

- x^iss, judgment; rather, she lets the behaviour condemn itself. 
*&ejajkit.is not, because the writer is not bitter against life's 
’ yt- justices;’ she only seems determined to correct them. 

itis “the gap between my life and my heritage, ** says Ms. 
.-abinader, now on a tour of the region that wUl take her to 
'■ z firth Arabia and Yemen, besides Jordan, at the invitation of 
B - ^American Cultural Centre. 

... ^ ^S 1- tradition of recording in writing the events of 

-- 'w.iejr fives goes back a long way. "Father writes, mother keeps 
■r^^daify journal. ” (Her father's diaries — he was a trader on the 
~ ^ saanon in the thirties — form the basis of a doctoral 
"‘ ..Jsskrtation she wrote for the University of Nebraska). 

_ ^3 This and- Ms. Abinader's love for writing and for “the old 
~/l ■Vjfiftry” (Lebanon) made it imperative for her to put pen on 
: \/<4p$r and produce poetry and prose. 

*Tam a poet of identity, of a concern , of a culture, of a 
and these influence the vision of the poetry. More 
yjwetwy* being an Arab-American poet is a political state- 
-^teat thatsaggests we are, none of us, only writers, bat writers 
- . -.vjT hose lives have been fashioned by histories and philosophies 
■ : . iid'-who choose to bring the persona/ experience of this 
’ r-'jjdhe into universal terms in the images we write." 

- : » fSis seems to be the persona/ philosophy of die young 
•nt&r. But it is not her only tenet. With surprising precision, 
jfstuneone so widely read, with such an eclectic background 
nfyitsth such a cosmopolitan outlook, Ms. Abinader is quick 
‘0 appropriate Reiner Maria Rilke *s creed: It is not important 
''ivriderstond hut to live the question rather than to find the 
. . [l^nswer. 

\ Arid her book “ The Children Of The Roojme, A Family 
. oitiney, * published in New York in 1991, is an illustration of 
Abinader’s beliefs. 

As the title suggests, the book is an account of a family's 
— ^ruggjes in the Middle East and in America. But, as 
ebahesfrAmerican author Joseph Geha says in an article , 
id novel is "more than a chronicle of immigration; it also 
r^matises the plight of those left behind in Lebanon as they 
ajured famine, war, plagues of locusts, epidemics and family 
ivories. These last were over prestige . mostly, or money, or 
eats in the church — all fairly petty were they not occuring at 
hdf same time that the oppressive Turkish rulers played 
amities off against one another and^dealt out violent 
'uaishments. ” 

koojme is a symbolic word; it means a stone terrace , 
xplains the writer, formed of stones thrown in the process of 
utjding a house. ‘The terrace is an important place in our 
ufture, ” a place where *We family sits watching the night sky, 
stpmng to the stories of loved ones.” 
jbe stories of her loved ones fed her childhood, says Ms. 
itnnader, reminiscing how, as a little girl, she would listen to 
e£ parents telling stories of “a romantic, mythic*! place for 
iey a place where font were bigger, water tastier , the 
Kfpn tains higher .** 

Jijid the recorded stories of her family members are sources 
f her writings. She is a storyteller, just like them , but sbd 



of doors and archways. And the story is tobk 
the trip over the mountains, the stones, the stares, 
the dying horses, hi five languages. In the ceUtag 
are the bees of Cleopatra, Mare Antony, and Caesar, 
tnmedaway. 

to Baalbek, the Romans brought their temples, 
their tombs, Then- hug tables. And the pillars rise, 
rise hi the mght, golden , like Bght, like enrylMng 
m the desert 

In the “ Arabic music", the music of the poem is dictated not 
by some artificial rhythm , but by the writer’s introducing the 
reader to the sounds of everyday life in a village: 

Arabs sit making rahabas. One is playing softly 
sliding the bow across the horse hairs which are stretched 
over a tight skin. 


Ann a restaurant, I can bear an Arab in long bbek robes 


Elmaz Abinadcr 

avows having bad stronger motivations for writing: “S was in a 
society which did not accept me that easily. It was the gap 
between my two identities that pushed me to write.” 

Her works are fiction and non-fiction and her passion is a 
source of inspiration to many a student she teaches in her 
capacity as associate professor. 

It does not come as a surprise that Ms. Abinader teaches 
creative writing, poetry, composition and ethnic literature, 
given her inherited talent for telling stories. 

As for the ethnic literature breaking fresh ground, she says : 
“Society in the U.S. started accepting people from other 
cultures, and backgrounds." 

A source of inspiration for those who want to express their 
own ethnicity, says the writer, is provided by the native 
Americans and the Afro-Americans . 

“They come from a world of their own tradition, music, 
culture. They include that in their lives. Similarly, different 
aspects of die Arabic culture, of the inner music of its 
language, come out in my rhythm (of writing). Food, 
landscape, passion for my family and love for literature 
influence my writing.” 

The following stanza from the poem “The Burden of 
History" is illustrative of the impressions left on the writer and 
the way they shape her writing: 

And here in the desert, Jupiter's columns rise 
m (be swirBng ah? the Syrian wind whines 
through the 
fragments 


...Behind me the men 

invent songs about their day, laughing at the rhymes 
they malm. 1 bear a radio from a bouse and young chatter. 
Bat soon' it is quiet, and I start my own small song. 

This sonic world is perfectly complemented by one of visual 
images, olfactory and taste representations in the poem 
“ Global Darkness": 

...The slats id my blmds 
wiB open slightly and stripe my table 
and the wooden bowl of tmifyened peaches, 
the ceramic jugs on the shelves, die mantle 
doth embroidered with oceans. My spate 
wiS m fold In the fight I wW know 
it is raomhig by the cracking of the city bones. 

It yon Mot out someone's sun, you must 


they can cat slowly 
into wedges 

to squeeze with a cupped hand, 

the juice wW cradle brio a bowl 

of mashed eggplant 

You must gather jonqmk, no other 

Bower vriB do. They win scoop the dost 

from the caps to smear on their children’s cheeks 

when they [day m the black dust 

outride their booses. 

Ms. Abinader's poems are antbologised. Now she is writing 
prose and dedicating part of her time to teaching her students 
to write. As for, her plans for the future, “ travelling ail over 
the world ” figures prominently, accompanied by the desire to 
“ try to empower other ethnic writers and women to overcome 
discrimination. Women are not given that much attention; 
patriarchy is strong. And as long as they say “ woman writer 
they discriminate.” 

While avowing the desire to tight inequity and to erase 
‘'woman and ethnic ” from near the word ‘writer rise also 
expresses pride in belonging to a different ancestry: 
“Being an Arab-American poet is also a gift to my heritage , 
my only way of thanking my ancestors for my voice, my 
colour, my hair, my parents and siblings , and for the 
mountains and waters of Lebanon which stay in my memory. " 

Let’s hope that Ms. Abinader will become a source of 
inspiration for some Jordanian students too. 


Syria’s old cars never die, just soar in price 


! By Tssa m Hamza 
! Reuter 
AMASCUS — Nader Kali 
ub d the car of his dreams 
hge hunting birds in a Sy- 
aq desert in 1988. 

/f was a wreck. 

/(i a country where cars 
: met die Kali saw the para- 
sedj parts-shattered 1932 
''lrdJOght Special Saloon as a 
“Assure — buried under more 
an four decades of undis- 
rbed dust. 

"It took me two years of 
jfd; but pleasant work to 
_• ■store and repair the car, ” 

, -iff] Kali , accustomed to 
: ifiging jalopies back from 
jjj his work as a 
jaje-parts dealer. 


Kali said bis painstaking 
restoration work, aided by 
the wizardry of local mecha- 
nics as well as parts ordered 
at great cost from the United 
States, paid off in the end l 

The four-cylinder Ford, 
believed to be Syria's oldest 
roadworthy car, “now has a 
market value of $50,000, " he 
said. 

A government ban on car 
imports for individual buyers 
is a strong incentive to resur- 
rect and maintain vintage 
vehicles. 

The ban assures buyers of 
old cars a smart return on 
their investment even after 
more than a generation of 
nigged use. 


In one case a man bought a 
Mercedes Saloon in 1954 for 
10,000 Syrian pounds, or ab- 
out $2,600. He used it as a 
taxi for 25 years, then sold it 
for an ejg/ireen-fo/d increase 
in value. 

As a result of the price 
incentives cars are almost 
never scrapped. Mechanics 
return total wrecks to the 
road even after horrendous 
crashes. 

Craftsmen turn our repro- 
duction parts for cars whose 
parent companies went out of 
business half a century ago. 

The restorations have 
spawned an incipient car cul- 
ture in Syria, with enthusiasts 
organising the country's first 


Wnrage auto shows and 
motor races . 

Observers link the activi- 
ties to an easing of official 
restrictions in the country, 
ruled for some 30 years by 
the hardline Socialist Baath 
Party. 

Fashion shows and beauty 
contests have highlighted the 
trend, along with the appear- 
ance of luxury goods such as 
caviar and perfume, once 
•strictly outlawed to stem the 
outflow of foreign currency. • 

Wael Hadaya , a member 
of the newly-established auto 
fanciers’ “ Steering Club,” 
said the group hoped to orga- 
nise an international Middle 
East car rally to revive the 


Syria n -Le banon -Jordan ral- 
lies of more than 20 years 
ago. 

“I have a big interest in 
cars," said Hadaya, a wealthy 
businessman. 

*7 took part in a racing 
event at the peace and love 
festival in Latakia in 1991 
before the estab/ish/nenf of 
this dub." 

He said he won the race in 
a BMW, but now “ I'm look- 
ing for an old Mercedes or a 
Jaguar. " 

Diplomats say the incen- 
tives for restoring old cars 
may diminish when the gov- 
ernment implements an ex- 
pected easing of import rules 
and newer cars become avail- 


able. 

In the meantime. Kali 
zealously guards bis born- 
again Ford, driving it only at 
night when streets are 
emptied of cars. 

He has another car for 
everyday use, a spry Pontiac 
Roadmaster convertible only 
45 years old. 

He said be bought it from a 
Damascus man who daimed 
it was once owned “by the 
famed Arab female singer 
Asmahan. " 

Kali said he plans to save 
the Ford to use during his 
wedding. 

“After my wedding I might 
consider lending it to my 
friends, ” he said. 


I Kuwaiti ice rink makes few concessions to tradition 


dj* 


By Jonathan Wright 

J V Reuter 


$WAIT — “No skating in 
sbdashas" says a notice on 
^ door, banning the long 
^ Jute robes that are the ev- 
.■^Jydzy dress of Kuwaiti men. 

very difficult to skate 
v*; * dishdasha,’’ explained 
, x m tidul Wahab A1 Bannay, 
Jhagcr of Kuwait's ice skat- 
' - ' v ?!rinic. “ And it doesn't look 
^‘Qd' lt’s not the image we 

; to present” 

. r - ? .i 

With loudspeakers blaring 
( music by M.C. Hammer 
til f a video games arcade in 
* cafeteria, the rink is ip - 
0d a piece of modernity 
ntf to reconcile with the 
. difioosofa country where 
. T in ‘ l. j was once something you 
, about in travel books. 


M V, 

‘M 


But forty years of wealth 
have changed Kuwaitis and 
after school Wednesday the 
rink is crowded with teena- 
gers, girls and boys together, 
vying to show off their skat- 
ing skills. 

In summer the tempera- 
ture outside might be over 50 
degrees Celsius (120 
Fahrenheit) but inside the 
vast Olympic-sizc hall it is a 
constant 15 degrees (59 
Fahrenheit) and 33 miles (53 
km) of underground piping 
keeps the ice frozen. 

Mr. Bannay said it cost the 
state-owned Touristic Enter- 
prises Company up to 30,000 
dinars ($100,000) a year in 
electricity to keep the dimate 
at bay, far more than in 
temperate countries. 

But with about 440 custom- 
ers on an average day, the 


rink is making a profit. If it 
did not, the state would prob- 
ably cover the losses to keep 
the young off the streets and 
Out of trouble. 

For the rink is one of the 
few places in the city where 
boys and. girls can mix in 
public away from their elders 
— a practice which the man- 
agement seems to encourage. 

“This is a very modem 
place. We don't want to say 
1 this is forbidden, this is for- 
bidden said Mr. Bannay. 

The rink even gives girls a 
30 per cent discount on sea- 
son tickets to try to even out 
the numbers. “We get more 
boys than girls, which is not 
very surprising. In the old 
days girls didn't come out of 
their houses, ” said one of the 
staff. 

One concession to 


Kuwait’s Islamic background 
is a smaller separate rink for 
women who prefer not to 
skate in front of the menfolk. 
They come wrapped in black, 
their heads in scarves, and 
change into tracksuits in a 
room at the hack. 

But Luba Birselyova , a 
Czechoslovak who instructs 
women and children , said the 
girls shunned ladylike figure 
skating in favour of hockey 
skating, faster and more ex- 
hilarating. 

“As soon as they can skate 
they buy the hockey skates. 
They want to be fast,” she 
said. 

Mr. Bannay said some 
Muslim clerics bad once ob- 
jected to the rink but had not 
pressed the point. 

"They didn't like us be- 
cause of the loud music but 


we haven't changed.” he 
said. “Without the music it 
would be deadly. You can't 
skate without music.” 

The music can be a little 
daring. “ I love the way you 
touch my body ” went the 
lyrics of one song. “The pants 
stay on” was the refrain of a 
funk number by a woman 
singer. 

Rasbed AJ Najada, disc 
jockey and a regular skater 
almost since the rink opened 
in 1980, said the only com- 
plaint he ever had was that 
the music was not right for 
dancing. 

When it opened it was the 
only rink in the Arabian 
peninsula and probably in the 
whole Middle East. Others 
have since opened in Saudi 
Arabia and Dubai in the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 


Bur the Kuwaitis, who like 
to be first in everything, are 
dismissive of their new rivals. 
“They're complete begin- 
ners. They’ve only been skat- 
ing for a year and a half, ” 
said Walid A1 Gharib of the 
Kuwaiti ice hockey team . 

Gharib is preparing for a 
match in Dubai, the team’s 
first abroad since the rink 
reopened in June last year. 

The rink closed on Aug. 2, 
1990, the day of the Iraqi 
invasion, and after liberation 
in February 1991 it took three 
months to do repairs and 
dear up the mess. 

A contingent of Iraqi sol- 
diers had camped at the entr- 
ance and in September 1990a 
mysterious fire broke out in 
the basement , leaving soot all 
over the walls. 
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AI Dustonr newspaper, the second-largest circulation daily in the 
country, is suffering from the repercussions of an acute, yet 
hopefully temporary, case of schizophrenia over the controversial 
press and publications law. When debate over the legislation was 
started by the Lower House of Parliament. AI Dustour readily 
opened its pages to a number of journalists who challenged 
certain articles of the law as unfair and essentially undemocratic. 
While the other two Arabic dailies were slow to react to the law. 
AI Dustour helped create a lively debate and sometimes carried as 
many as three commentaries on the subject in one day. But, as all 
good things have to come to an end, the newspaper suddenly 
changed course and at least two of its top editors opted to go on 
record in defence of the draft law. The bidden hand of the 
minister of information, whose family owns majority shares of the 
AI Dustour parent company and practically runs it, were blamed 
for the volte-face. Despite die fact that the minister is known to 
have been initially opposed to quite a few articles of the law, he 
now appears to be going all-out in its favour. So much so in fact 
that he accused the Jordan Times, at a recent debate, of serving 
Israeli interests by vehemently attacking the law. This change of 
heart on the part of Mr. Sharif is easily understandable in light of 
■the job he occupies, but for a veteran journalist like him to 
describe the new legislation as ‘‘progressive’' and to accuse its 
opponents of serving Israeli interests is a bit too much, many 
observers and analysts say. “Mr. Sharif mil probably sooner than 
later rejoin the journalists’ ranks, but he is unlikely to be 
remembered as die minister-journalist who championed press 
freedoms and rights,’’ a prominent journalist maintains. “A bad 
law is a bad law, even if its sponsors invoke national security in its 
defence.” 

* * * 

Television viewers and newspaper readers will have easily 
noticed that Minister of Social Development Amin Mashaqbeb 
was the target of an unprecedented heavy criticism by Muslim 
Brotherhood . deputies during the budget debate in Parliament 
last week. The most fiery of his critics was the House’s Finance 
Committee chairman and Tafileb Deputy, Abdullah Akaileb, 
who accused Dr. Mashaqbeh of “ falsifying ’’ the results of a study 
conducted by his ministry of the financial needs of different 
govemorates in the Kingdom. Dr. Akaileh described the findings 
of the study as “ misleading and vague. “ The true story about the 
Islamists’ attack against the minister actually lies in the work, 
operation and management of the ministry's National Aid Fund, 
which is in charge of distributing financial assistance to the needy 
in the Kingdom. The fond now has as its head Mr. Farouq 
Badran. who is an Islamist. The Minister, being uncomfortable 
with the fact that Mr. Badran has the ultimate say on who gets 
assistance (and can hi return expect votes and support from those 
whom he chooses to help) has been trying to curtail Badran 's 
power , to the extent that he recommended to the Council of 
Ministers bis outright removal. The Muslim Brotherhood natural- 
ly reacted strongly to the minister's attack and launched a 
two-pronged onslaught of its own. The first was, need/ess to 
repeat, the parliamentary criticism. The second, and the more 
important perhaps, is an alleged behind-the-scenes effort to keep 
Mr. Badran in his job. The speaker of Parliament (no less) quietly 
intervened with the Prime Minister to reverse the decision, and 
the effort worked. What was left for the overruled minister to do 
in the face of overwhelming political odds? One answer is to 
t Brett TV cameras to social Im fspbts and stigd fight on what his 
ministry has ' ‘been doing : to solve festering sodo-economic 
problems there? Apparently that- is what he has opted to do. 


* * * 


Baal Jardanch, it seems, is not the only person who is unhappy 

i job. He is 

now joined by some others who want him to leave that senior 


about his continuing to occupy the minister of finance job. 


post It is more or less common knowledge that Mr. Jardaneb, 
who has been minister since 1989. has repeatedly requested that 
be be allowed to leave the Cabinet and take control of the affairs 
of bis own company, the Jordan Investment Bank. During last 
month, however, it became evident that a fow others share bis 
desire to quit, albeit for totally different reasons than his own. AI 
Aswaq weekly newspaper published an article in mid December 
under the title of ** Minister of Finance... the private sector hates 
you. ” Shortly after that, the weekly Akhbar AI Usbou, which is 
owned by tycoon Isa Rimoni, who is also deputy from Jerash. 
declared itself also a Jardanch “hater’’. The' reasons: Mr. 
Jardaneb kicked out of his office the newspaper's editor-in-chief 
and an " Iraqi businessman” who had accompanied him on the 
visit The weekly’s report on the affair stated that Jardaneb was 
simply asked about the list of items that could be imported by Iraq 
without busting the embargo of course. “But the minister 
snddenly started raving and threatening” the story went on. Not a 
very convincing story perhaps, but one that nevertheless partly 
explains why the finance minister does not hold a high opinion of 
the Jordanian press. 

* * * 

The long band of the law has again intervened in a case 
involving deputies Laitb Sbbeilat and Yacoub Qarrash except that 
it is time to mend fences between them and not to fence them in. 
The bearers of bad news tell the Jordan Times that one day 
recently Sheikh Qarrash drove to Mr. Shbeiiat’s office for a 
friendly visit. Upon arrival he was met by a hostile group of 
employees who wanted him to “ leave Mr. Shbeilat alone. ’’ The 
verbal argument between Mr. Qarrash and the employees 
escalated into a loud verbal encounter and ended with the Sheikh 
“being thrown out of the office. ” Deputy Shbeilat did not take 
part in the quarrel, the sources say. However, bruised and upset. 
Deputy Qarrash did not fail to utilise the event to his advantage 
and demanded that a “jaha” (tribal mediation group of well- 
known personalities) come to his house and ask for forgiveness. 
And that is precisely what happened, with Mr. Shbeilat joining in 
this time. 

* * * 

Lower Bouse Deputy, Fakhri Kawar, who is also a columnist 
for AI Ra’i daily, is finally singing the swan song of his daily 
column. The decision to stop writing is not taken for lack of 
material to write about, be said in a farewell column Saturday, but 
because “a third of my columns are thrown out” by the editor. 
Mr. Kawar's column has been running (on and off) for years now. 
And while “Jordan has declared on all levels that democracy has 
become a way of life, ” be said, “the press continues to shackle its 
writers, place hurdles in the way of their words , and ban their 
opinion from seeing the sunlight. ” Mr. Mahmoud AI Keyed, the 
editor of AI Ra’i. was not asked to comment on the latest episode 
in the sometimes heated relations between him and AI Ra’i 
writers, but according to inside sources, the deputy constantly 
ruffles feathers at die newspaper by tending to invoke his 
Parliamentary immunity against his editors. “He does not check 
his facts thoroughly, and he likes to tackle taboo subjects.” said 
one of the sources. “ Besides , we have just received a letter from 
one Hamad Jaber. a Jordanian citizen, saying he will be happy to 
miss Fakhri Kawar’s daily article. It is also said that Mr. Kawar's 
opposition to the press and publications law in Parliament 
discussions has been too lukewarm for the taste of his editors and 
fellow writers. By the way, the now-silent deputy has just been 
elected president of the Arab Writers Association, and that job 
alone should keep him busy. 
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Instant knowledge 


By Jean-Gaude Elias 

The Personal Computers — PCs — with their virtually 
limitless possibilities, often give their users an euphoric 
feeling of power and polyvalence. Power because PCs can 
easily store and process enormous amounts of data and at 
very high speed, polyvalence because of the many different 
types of tasks one can perform on a computer. 

From word processing to data bases, spreadsheets to 
engineering . drawing to music, management to real-time 
machines control, communications to games, the program- 
mes available to the user of modem PCs cover an 
amazingly wide and diversified range. And because of the 
relatively low cost of these programmes — software — one 
is understandably tempted to get most of them. 

However getting a programme to draw architectural 
sketches won't make an architect out of a layman, at least 
not overnight. It’s surprising how people with a reasonable 
dose of intelligence and common sense, lose touch with 
reality and logic when it comes to computers, as if caught 
by a spell. Ask them if a pen and a few sheets of paper will 
make anyone an Ernest Hemingway, and you will certainly 
get a negative reply. But they will probably believe that a 
PC with a nice drawing software will get them closer to • 
Leonardo Da Vinci. Where did common sense go? 

I have experimented with practically all types of soft- 
ware, only to find that specialised programmes are de- 
signed for specialised people. Try to use AutoCad, an 
engineering drawing package, without understanding the 
basics of technical drawing and you will get nowhere. Or a 
MIDI — Music Instrument Digital Interface — program- 
me. without being able to play a single piece of music. 
Waturally one can always go through the demonstrations 
and pre-stored drawings or music pieces that every smart 



software developer integrates into their work in order to 
promote it, and you will have the very pleasant but how 
deceptive feeling of having achieved something. 

Computer dealers in Jordan often have to argue with 
their clients who want "... every software that can go on the 
hard disk...,” especially if the said software is pirated and 
costs nothing. One of the advantages of using original 
software that you pay for, is precisely the fact that you 
think twice before buying it and therefore get only what 
you really need or think you can effectively use. 

Instant knowledge does not exist, neither at college nor 
with computers. If learning through PCs can be more fun 
and motivating than with traditional books at school or 
university, the process is nevertheless similar and requires a 
lot of work. There is absolutely nothing wrong in acquiring 
a PC with a drawing software for someone who is not an ' 
artist . provided he or she realises that there is a learning 
process to go through , and that this process requires as 
much work and creativity as a more traditional method. 
Like a pen , a paintbrush , a pocket calculator or a guitar, 
the PC is just another tool. 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


Thursday, Jan . 14 

1784 — United States rati- 
fies peace treaty with Eng- 
land. formally ending Amer- 
ican war of independence. 

1907 — Earthquake in 
Jamaica destroys Kingston 
and takes 1.000 lives. 

1942 — Forces under U.S. 
general Douglas MacArthur 
resist Japanese anacks on Ba- 
taan in Philippines in World 
War U. 

1962 — At least 36 Alge- 
rians and Europeans are kil- 
led in disorders and terrorist 
attacks in Algeria’s major 
cities. 

1988 — Ten Palestinians 
detained in Jerusalem in 
apparent clampdown on 
Arab activists. 

1990 — Azerbaijani 
attacks on Armenians leave 
hundreds dead in Baku, 
Soviet Union. 

1992 — Israel opens peace 
talks with Jordan and re- 
sumes bargaining with 
Palestinians. 

Friday, Jan. 15 

1535 — King Henry VIII 
assumes title of “ supreme 
head of the church ” in Eng- 
land. 

1877 — Austria agrees to 
remain neutral in event of 
Russo-Turkish war. 

1932 — France completes 
pacification of French 
Morocco. 

1943 — Japanese forces are 
driven from Guadalcanal is- 
land in Pacific in World War 
II. 

1966 — Death count sur- 
passes 400 as Hood refugees 
begin returning to hillside 
homes in Brazil’s capital of 
Rio de Janeiro. 


and heavy bombers; attack is 
deemed successful by U.S. 
and undetermined military 
and industrial targets are re- 
ported destroyed. 

1992 — Two PLO leaders 
are shot. 


1973 — Pope Paul VI tells 
Israel's Prime Minister Golda 
Meir at Vatican he supports 
an international Jerusalem. 

1986 — Communist Party 
chief Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
proposes plan for “ridding 
the Earth of nuclear weapons 
within 15 years. ” 

1989 — Riot police in Pra- 
gue. Czechoslovakia, use wa- 
ter cannon and dogs to dis- 
perse at least 2,000 people 
who defy ban on independent 
rallies. 

1991 — U.N. deadline for 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait passes without 
incident, as efforts by French 
and others to resolve crisis 
diplomatically fail. 

1992 — EC recognises . 

Slovenia and Croatia as inde- 
pendent states. 

Saturday, Jan. 16 

1666 — France, allied with 
Holland, declares war on En- 
gland. 

1964 — Austria and Prus- 
sia send ultamatum to De- 
nmark for repeal of constitu- 
tion callirtg for incorporation 
of Schleswig. 

1969 — Soviet cosmonauts 
achieve first linkup of two 
manned spaceships while in 
orbit around Earth. 

1973 — United States and 
South Vietnam declare cease- 
fire in Vietnam war in hopes 
of full peace pact. 

1979 — Shah Mohammad 
Reza Pahlevi flees Iran after 
new civilian goverment is Monday, Jan. 18 
approved in parliament. 


Sunday, Jan. 17 

1759 — Holy Roman 
empire declares war on 
Prussia. 

1852 — Sand River con- 
vention establishes South 
African Republic of Trans- 
vaal. 

1959 — Federal state of 
Mali is formed by union of 
republics of Senega/ and 
French Sudan. 

1990 — Medellin Cartel 
says it has lost drug war and 
offers skeptical U.S. and Col- 
ombian authorities an end of 
terror in exchange for 
pardon. 

1991 — Second and third 
airstrikes against targets in 
Iraq and Kuwait are laun- 
ched; at least six Iraqi Scud 
missiles are launched at Tel 
Aviv, Israel, and three ex- 
plode in that city; White 
House calls on Saddam Hus- 
sein to withdraw from Kuwait 
in exchange for end to hostili- '■ 
ties. 

1992 — Israel began en- 
forcing a sweeping curfew on 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank to the Gaza Strip. 


1991 — U.S. and U.N. 
allies launch airstrike against 
targets in Iraq and Kuwait 
nineteen hours after U.N. 
deadline passes at 12:00 mid- 
night. EST, using fighters 


1701 — Brandenburg’s 
Frederick III is crowned 
Frederick I, King of Prussia. 

1913 — Greek and Turkish 
naval forces battle offTendos 
Isle. 


1918 — Russian constitu- 
tional assembly opens in Pct- 
rograd. 

1952 — Anti-British riots 
break out in Egypt. 

1963 — Government of 
Charles de Gaulle in France 
insists that Britain be barred 
from European Common 
Market. 

1986 — Fierce righting in 
South Yemen's capital city of 
Aden interrupts evacuation 
of foreigners. 

Wednesday Jan. 20 

1262 — England’s parlia- 
ment meets for first time. 

1925 — Soviet Union and 
Japan form alliance; Britain 
and China sign treaty of 
Peking. 

1958 — Soviet Union 
threatens Greece with econo- 
mic sanctions if it agrees to 
the installation of NATO 
missile bases on Greek terri- 
tory . 

1968 — President ArePs 
regime in Iraq is deposed, 
and new government is 
formed under Al Bakr. 

1989 — George Bush be- 
comes the 41st president of 
the United States. 

1990 — Soviet troops 
storm Azerbaijani capital of 
Baku, leaving dozens dead 
and wounded, as President 
Mikhail Gorbachev defends 
action on national television. 

1991 — In Moscow, hun- 
dreds of thousands of Soviet 
citizens protest bloody crack- 
down on Lithuania and de- 
mand resignation of Gor- 
bachev. 

By The Associated Press 


The ionety stranger 




By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.4 man living in the streets of Amman carries tottery tickets 
in one hand and a walking stick in the other. He roams with 
no destination in mind, stopping at every corner to gaze at 
the cars passing by. looking deeply inside your eyes 
wondering if you will notice his existence, stop for a 
moment and ask for your ticket to untold wealth. 

His name is Khaicd and he was pushed onto the streets 
after an accident at his place of work prevented him from 
working anywhere except perhaps on the streets as a lottery 
ticket vendor. 

“No one wants me to work for him because I look like 
this . " he said, showing me his half-leg which brought to my 
mind scenes from a war movie. 

“I am doing fine now and maybe I will have the chance to 
win the big prize.” he said with a smile, asking me if I 
wanted ro buy a ticket. 

I slipped, amazed for a moment, and unconsciously 
(unaware of my movements) opened my wallet, took the 
last two dinars and gave them to him. He gave me the 
lottery ticket saying "insha'allah terbah” (God willing 
you'll win). 

For a second I thought this conversation was about to, 
end . but I managed to draw his attention back ro me bv 
asking about his family. He looked at me with surprise. 
Putting the tickets down, he bent his small body and 
relaxed on the pavement. I sat next to him wondering what 
things he will say to a complete stranger. He started 


speaking in a low voice about how his elder son. who works 
at a company, brings his friends to the house without 
permission from the father. Even his tittle girl , who is still 
at school, never listens to him. 

For a moment I wanted to stand up and leave behind this 
man's sufferings, but I could not. / thought he needed 
someone to talk to. 

He went on talking about the unsolved problems he 
faced with his wife, who also happens to be his cousin and 
who evidently demands a lot of things. He said his wife 
began her day by cursing her parents for forcing her to 
marry him. There was sadness and deep unhappiness in bis 
litany of family problems. He said he bated to go home to 
relax simply because it is never easy to relax in a two-room 
house with seven children shouting and his wife constantly 
yelling back at them. 

“I live here and I am not ashamed of that. In fact I have a 
lot of friends and I do not need a family , ” be said. 

I kept listening while he seemed never to be able to stop. 
His pride and dignity made him repeat “I don’t need 
anyone ” over and over. 

I stood up trying to find the appropriate words to help 
alleviate his pain. But the only words I could come up with 
were the dry, commonplace: Don’t worry, man. Everyone 
has their problems. Things will change for the better, 
insha'allah. 

A car stopped beside us and without a word Khaled 
stood up with dignity and , using his walking cane, moved 
towards the car hoping to sell his lottery tickets. 


Gloom busier 


By E. Yaghi 

When you're down and feeling blue , 

When you’re sad and don’t know what to do.,. 

Who do you call? The Gloom Buster! 

Everybody loves the Laugh Man for he’s a gloom buster. 
He shoots laughter from bis penetrating laser like Tinkle 
Bells sprinkles magic. He lives in. a mystic land of Nod on 
top of the Big Rock Candy Mountain where chocolate bars 
are stacked to the stars and you stand right there a-countin. 
He hates gloom and depression and most of all, tears. His 
enemies are frowns and ill intentions that tend to flourish in 
the minds of many . He listens attentively for his sensitive 
beeper which he keeps pinned to his shirt to bleep a signal 
of someone in distress who suffers from a bout of gloom. As 
soon as he is’ notified of such a case, he zooms away from 
his mountain abode in his golden chariot drawn by two 
white unicorns and rushes to the scene of the latest crime of 
not smiling. 

The only fee the Laugh Man charges is a smile or at least 
a downpayment of a willingness to participate in such an 
effort. So, bis services are free and his reward is to see 
happiness replace the folds of fret. He catches his laughter 
from Dream River where men who sail down this emerald 
passageway can be whatever they want, and from falling 
stars which he gathers pieces of and puts.. .in bis pocket for 
rainy day. 

Last week was a routine one for the Laugh Man. First , he 
heard a baby crying. He flew to the scene and there, was a 
tiny tot who had just had bis candy stolen from him. 
Whoever said “ like stealing candy from a baby. ” overex- 
aggerated. for the Laugh Man knows how much a baby 
howls when something he likes is taken away. Immediately, 
the Laugh Man placed a red and white sugar cane in the 
baby’s small chubby hand and with a zip of his laser, erased 
the tears that had stained the cheeks of the Uttle victim and 
replaced them with a glowing smile and the happy ring of 
baby laughter. 

Next, be visited a student who was worried about passing 
an exam. He approached the youth who had 
his head sunk in his hands as he sat beneath the shade of an 
eucalyptus tree and asked, “ What’s wrong , son?" 

T7ie boy inquisitively looked up at the smiling Laugh 
Man and replied, “I’m so afraid I’m not going to pass my 
exams! What will I ever do if I fa//?” 

“Why you’ll simply try harder next time, my friend. It's 
not as if your passing or failing is the end of the world!” 
And he beamed his sleight of band in a swirl of pink and 
left the young scholar with a happy smile and a seed of 
hope in his heart. Then be visited a sad writer who stared 
gloomily out of bis office window with a tear trickling down 
his literary face. “ Pray tell me, what’s wrong with you. Sir 
Author T’ 


Author spun around on his heels and replied with a sulky 
scowl, “Ob. woe is me! The grief in my heart spins itself 
into sorrowful tales. What can I do? 

“Well, you know something, Mr. Author . You’re stories 
really are sad, even your explanations for their sadness are 
sad, ” and before he could even zap joy on the writer, they 
both broke out in a roar of laughter. He left the literary 
man with tears running down his face. However, they 
weren't tears of unhappiness, but caused by a tit of mirth. 

And when he heard of an old widow woman moaning 
because ^ had had so many children that she bad not 
known what to do and now was all alone and no one to Care 
for her. he appeared right beside her and spoke j nr a loud 
voice so she could hear, “ Dear lady , why do you groan 
so?” 

He noticed her hands were worn from knitting and 
cooking and cleaning and washing for her so many children 
and her face was knotted in creases of worry. "I have no 
one to share my lonely moments with! My children are all 
gone and grown and now when they don 't need me, they 
forgot that I exist. It will be a good thing if they come for 
my funeral. This is what I get for all my hard work and 
sacrifice to raise them the best way / knew howl”. 

"There, there now!” the Laugh Man coaxed. A took of 
concern replaced his usual happy countenance and he said 
outloud, “I’ll just have to see these ungrateful offsprings 
for myself V’ 

He zoomed off in bis chariout of gold without even 
remembering to flash laughter around the elderly one and 
went to each other children where he said to them one by 
one. “Shame on you! Did you forget all the work your old 
mother did for you? Go at once and love and take care of 
her!’’ 

Before he left, be made sure to witness the scene of all 
her brood converging on her and the largest smile he ever 
saw replaced all the lines of worry' that had been on her 
face. 

On the way home . he stopped off at the hospital for 
minor repairs, for even the Laugh Man needs medical 
attention once in a while. The doctor told him in a stem 
voice but ending with a kindly smile, “You’ve been 
neglecting yourself again. You work too hard spreading 
happiness. You must rest here for a few days! ’ . 

So. the Laugh Man spent a few calm and peaceful days in 
the hospital and before he left in. complete healthy 
recovery, he bad every nurse, doctor and even janitors 
going around with big grins on their faces and were 
confronted with an epidemic of contagious laughter. 

Everybody loves the Laugh Man. He is a welcome guest 
that visits too seldom but he is right there dwelling in the 
hearts of all good folk in the world . they just have to look 
tor him. Remember, if you’re blue and don’t know what to 
do, just call. The Gloom Buster!” 


-i/ 


0 ! 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday Jan . 14 

fcjfl Unde Bock - 

9:10 The Human Factor 

Hear No Evil 

A famous surgeon tries to 
place bhune oo one of the stu 
dents but eventually accepts 
it himself. 

KhOO News In English 

% 

Hh20 Movie Of The Week 

The Guys 

Starring: James Woods 

Smoking can cause terminal 
cancer to non-smokers — this 
is the story of Walter Palmer. 

Friday Jan. 15 

8 -30 Coach 

Big Brother, Little Brain 

Dober plays big brother to 
Charlie, an eight year old 
kid, but Charlie is a lot of 
trouble and wants Dober to 
marry bis mother and be- 
come bis dad. 

9:10 E.N.G. 

Victims 

Channel 10 News exposes a 
situation of police racism. 

1030 News In PlngUsh 

1030 Colombo 

The Murder Of A Rock star 

How and why did Mr. Cryton 
kill his lover Miss Nancy? ■ 
This is the mystery Columbo 
will reveal this week! 


Saturday Jan 16 

8:30 America "s Funniest 
Home Videos 

9.-00 Perspective 

930 Varieties 

1030 News In F qg/fch 

10x20 Feature FBm 

The Return Of Sam McCloud 



(Left to right) Jack EHfae, Andrew 
TSornan, Craig FaMbrass, Richard 


Havricy, Helen Mirren, Man FitagBb- 
bon, and Philip Wright star 'hi 
Prime Suspect, Tuesday at 10:20 


Starring: Dennis Weaver 

McCloud, the U.S. senator, 
goes to London to investigate 
the murder of his niece. 

Sunday Jan 17 

830 Family Matters 
9:10 Documentary 
1030 News In En glish 
10:20 Law And Order 

Monday Jan 18 

830 Step By Step 

First Anniversary 

9:10 Sberiock Holmes 

1030 News In Ba gfitfc 

1030 Vietnam 

In 1964 Australia decided to 
join the Americans in the war 
against communism in 
Vietnam. 

Tuesday Jan 19 

830 Perfect Strangers 


Citizenship 

9:10 T be Dirtwater Dynasty 
The Dream 

Eastwick is just 20 when he 
arrives in Australia in search 
of a dream to build a dynasty 
out of dust, water and a fist 
full of courage. Within days 
, he meets and falls in love 
with Kate, a zealous mission- 
ary's daughter. Their affair is 
brief but long enough for 
Richard to pledge his love 
and promise to marry Kate as 
soon as he has found a job. 
He treks on and Ms efforts 
are rewarded. He stumbles 
onto an abandoned property. 
The previous owner has left 
the Title Deed for “whoever 
is mad enough to want it:” 
The deed is for 60,000 acres 
and Richard is mad enough 
to want it 7 • 

10x00 News In Fg gfijcft 

10:20 Prime Sospect 

Jane Tennison gets a confes- 
sion but is not convinced, and 
Bob Qswald arrests a young 
black’ suspect who commits 
suicide in his cell. 


■M 


Wednesday Jan, 20 

830 Saved By The Bed 
930 Spotlight 
930 James Randy 
Mediums 

Is There Anybody Out S 
There? And If So, What’s In 
Jt For Us? In die first- of 
Granada’s new series on the k 

Paranormal, James ' Randi : %,* 

Psychic Investigator, the 
magician, escapologist and i 
psychic researcher looks at ± <i 
“ Mediums . " “A question ' ^ 
that has pestered mankind 
for as long as there are re- 
cords of such eternal prob- 
lems, is whether we survive 
death” says James Randi. 

“ Some people say they can 
reach beyond the edges of 
mortality arid contact those 
who are deceased. Philo- 
sophers debate this endlessly, 
but there are those who damn 
to be able to provide proof. " 

In front of a studio audience, ^ 

four well-known mediums uy ■ V 
to reach -the “other side” ana- ? 


■v 

$ 


to reach -the “other side” ana- 
prove their powers. 

1030 News In En&ish 
1830 Echoes In The Darkness 
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By Robert Shelton 
LONDON — Brian Henson, 
29-year-old president and 
chief executive officer of the 
production company that 
makes the world merrier with 
its charming poppers called 
The Muppets. sees his team 
as “an extended family. ” Bur 
the son of the late company 


Heir to Muppets* empire maintains legacy 


founder Jim Henson is also 
aware that he's the head of an 
international empire — with 
studios for TV and film pro- 
duction in London , New 
York and Los Angeles. 

“We were the first TV 
producers to be able to claim 
our work Iras been seen in 
more than 100 counfries,” 


_ * 

-■ * 



Brian Hanson is proudly following in his 
father’s fo ot s teps, adding on ianr p r o j e cts 


Hensoir said. The Muppets, 
from Kemv't the Frog to Miss 
Piggy, he explained , “are 
timeless, eccentric and not 
trendy. They can appeal to 
millions in different cul- 
tures. ” Henson, who has an 
open , cheerful face for an 
■international tycoon, makes 
it clear that he dearly wishes 
he were not in his present job 
— not that he doesn't enjoy 
it. He acceded to the Mup- 
pets throne at the untimely 
death of his father two and a 
half years ago. “He'd been 
working very hard, as usual . " 
Henson said. “ He came 
down with the flu and died in 
a day. He was only 53, and it 
was a tremendous shock for 
all of us. " ■ 

Thirty- five years ago Jim 
Henson pioneered bis spec- 
tacular menagerie of crea- 
tures and unique brand of 
technical wizardry that has 
.delighted children and adults 
on the world's TV and cine- 
ma screens. Brian Henson 
first got involved in the com- 
pany in 1981 , when he was 
17, during a summer break 
from boarding school, and 
worked on the feature film 
“ The Great Muppet Caper. " 

At 20, he joined the company 
full-time , performing 
marionettes and handling 
puppeteering and directing. 
He led a team of puppeteers 
who performed Hoggle in the 
feature film “ Labyrinth " in 
1986. Later that year, he was 
co-supervisor of the crew of 
40 performers required to 
manipulate Audreiy II, a 
giant, man-eating star of the 
film “Little Shop Of Hor- 
rors. " 

Henson's other credits in- 


clude puppeteerinng in “ The 
Muppets Take Manhattan " 
(1984), Disney's “ Return To 
Oz" and “ Santa Claus: The 
Movie" (both in 1985). In 
1990, be was puppeteer coor- 
dinator in the Jim Henson/ 
Nic Roeg film “The Witch- 
es. " And the widely seen film 
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur- 
tles” (1991) had Henson as 
chief puppeteer and second 
unit director. Along with 
. these feature films, TV also 
kept him busy. He performed 
in the Emmy award-winning 
“ Storyteller " series and its 
sequel, “Greek Myths." He 
got another Emmy for out* 
standing direction of a chil- 
dren's programme for the 
“ Mother Goose Stories " and 
is currently co-executive pro- 
ducer of the Dinosaurs TV 
series. 

“ Everyone thinks that be- 
cause the Muppet puppets 
are so direct and uncompli- 
cated that putting together a 
Muppet show is easy, " Hen- 
son said. “If they could only 
know what goes on behind 
the screen, or under the 
screen, to get things coordin- 
ated, correctly tuned. I sup- 
pose it’s got to do with the art 
of concealing art, as the old 
saying goes. " 

The young production ex- 
ecutive likens the Muppets to 
a family, with most of the 
Henson dan deeply involved 
in the father’s legacy. Brian's 
brother John has done “some 
puppeteering. " His eldest sis- 
ter Lisa was, until recently, a 
senior vice president of pro- 
duction at the Warner 
Brothers film/TV studios. His 
sister Cheryl is a vice presi- 
dent of Henson productions. 

American by parentage. 


Henson married a Scots- 
woman, Ellis Flyte. “We've 
lived in London for the last 
eight years, but now I fre- 
quently visit our New York 
and Los Angeles studios. I 
don't have too much to do 
with the Los Angeles scene of 
smart parties, and 1 don't 
particularly feel at home with 
the cigar-smoking producers 
and businessmen of Holly- 
wood. There is always busi- 
ness to be done, but I frankly 
prefer the creative side of 
things , " he said with candor. 

Of particular pride to him 
are the fine reviews and good 
box office enjoyed by the 
recent release of the Mup- 
pet Christmas Carol," based 
on Dickens' “A Christmas 
Carol. " This is the first Hen- 
son feature film in eight years 
and Henson’s first as top 
producer and director. 
“ Working with Michael 
Caine and the puppets was a 
great pleasure. He is such an 
excel lent i actor, and all 

those closeups of him as 
Scrooge are great because of 
the subtlety of his acting, " 
Henson explained. 

A sign at the Henson stu- 
dios in a former post office in 
Hampstead. North London, 
neatly sums up the approach 
of the Muppet team: “ Adults 
at Play." Down in Camden 
Town, there ’s another studio 
— called Jim Henson's Crea- 
ture Shop — where much of 
the elaborate costuming, sets 
and background fixtures are 
designed and made. 

“Christmas Carol" is the 
first time in Muppet history • 
that the puppets worked on a 
story not specially written for 
them. “We liked the idea of 
accepting the Muppets as 



from “The Mappot Christ, 


celebrities, " Henson ex- 
plained. “We chose Dickens 
because it's a classic story, but 
also liked the idea of mixing 
the irreverent wit of the Mup- 
pets with the somewhat dark 
world of Dickens. It's a story 
of redemption, of the miser 
Scrooge, but there is also 
room for fun amid, some of 
the scary ghost tales. I think 
the Muppets* comedy works 
so well in a dramatic story , " 
he added. Critics and audi- 
ences are showing they agree. 

With so much on Henson’s 
agenda, you wonder how he 
can keep track of it all. Mup- 
pet sequences for the 23- 
year-old Sesame Street tele- 
vision series will , of course. 


Can*” 


continue. The Dinosaurs 
series will continue to be 
made in London and, in a few 
months, “ Dog City,” a new 
Muppet TV series, will start. 
.Henson is particularly excited 
about plans to convert the 
fairy tale-oriented musical 
“Into The Woods " by 
Stephen Sondheim into a 
live-action movie. And the 
original “Pinocchio" story is 
soon to go into production . in 
association with famed Holly- 
wood filmmaker Francis Ford 
Coppola. “He was planning 
‘Pinocchio, ’ and so were we, " 
Henson explained “We de- 
cided to work together rather 
than compete with the same 
story." 


The Muppet team is quick 
to refer always to “the legacy 
of Jim," but are in high 
morale with his eldest son. 
Jim Nelson, ‘ a puppeteer, 
commented, “Brian certainly 
has his dad’s ability and in- 
sight, and he has bis own vi- 
sion as well. We all went to 
work in a way that would 
have pleased Jim, Brian 
above all." 

“We all wanted to make 
sure we could continue my 
dad’s legacy, " the new Mup- 
pet master added. “ We’re all 
here now to prove to 
ourselves and the world that 
we can — and that Jim Hen- 
son's magic lives on" — 
World News Link. 
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From Germany to Grenada, 
Elvis stamps rock around the world 
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By Charles J. Gaos 
The Associated Press 
NEW YORK — Young Elvis 
the rockabilly , old Elvis the 
lounge-lizard, patriotic Elvis 
in an army imiform fans can 
find almost any portrait of 
“the king" they like on Elvis 
Presley from around the 
world. 

The U.S. postal service, 
whose 29-cent Presley com- 
memorative stamp went on 
sale Friday, is a relative late- 
comer in the race to cash in 
on Elvis' likeness. 

At least 13 countries and 
territories have put Elvis on 
their stamps, ranging from 
West Germany to tiny Carib- 
bean islands. 

Their postal services we- 
ren't constrained by the U.S. 
requirement of waiting at 
least 10 years after a person's 
death to issue a stamp. Some 
countries don’t even wait for 
a celebrity to die. Last year . 
the Caribbean island nation 
of St. Vincent put out a nine 
stamps of Madonna in va- 
rious poses. 

*7 guess the United States 
has come around to seeing 
what other countries have 
already found out — that 
there is a great profit to be 
made by putting popular peo- 
ple like Elvis on a stamp," 

By James Flannery 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — An apocalyp- 
tic vision of Russia as a brutal 
Fascist wasteland is stunning 
Moscow audiences at a 
heavy-metal version of the 
classic tragedy “Hamlet." 

Bewildered traditionalists 
walk out as a deafening rock 
show adds far more sex, sor- 
cery and sadism than William 
Shakespeare imagined at De- 
nmark’s corrupt court. 

Most spectators are too 
numb to applaud at the end 
of a no-interval, three-hour 
orgy of relentless music and 
political parable, enacted by 
zombie-like survivors of dis- 
aster. 

“Death, death, death," 
scream witches who seem to 
have wandered in from 
“Macbeth" 

The show drastically rear? 
ranges but retains the basic 
pht: troubled Hamlet seeks 
to avenge the murder of his 
father, the king . by a usurp- 
ing uncle who has swiftly 


says Fred Baumann, staff 
writer for the weekly Linn's 
Stamp News of Sidney , Ohio. 

The U.S. Postal Service 
has printed 500 million Elvis 
stamps, and expects to make 
more than 20 million on the 
stamp and related souvenirs 

Other countries usually 
issue Elvis stamps in the tens 
of thousands. But for a small 
country such as St. Vincent, 
Elvis stamps can make a sig- 
nificant contribution to the 
state treasury. 

The New York-based In- 
ter-Govemmental Philatelic 
Corp. Assists foreign postal * 
services in marketing stamps 
designed to appeal to Ians or 
topical collectors. 

A company spokesman, 
Daniel Keren, said countries 
can make anywhere from 
$50,000 to $500,000 from a 
single Elvis issue. In 1992, 

■ the firm distributed Elvis 
stamps from Tanzania, Gam- 
bia, St. Vincent, Antigua and 
Palau, a U.S. trust territory 
in the Pacific. 

At New York's Cam - 
bridge-Essex Stamp Co., - 
eight dollars will buy Tanza- 
nia's set of nine Elvis stamps 
and a souvenir sheet. The 
East African nation didn't 
worry about whether to put 
the young or the old Elvis on 



Thm winning stamp design of the 
Elvis Presley commemorative 


stamp that went on sale in the 
IAS. this week 


its stamps — they showed 
Elvis in all the stages of his 
career — as a young rocker 
with a pompadour, a clean- 
cut soldier and puffy-faced 


Las Vegas showman. 

“ Entertainment is a big 
field right now in stamps," 
said company president 
Richard Ellis. “Elvis stamps 


sell very well.” 

The first attempt to issue 
an Elvis stamp — as in the 
United States — was con- 
troversial. 


Moscow’s rock-opera ‘Hamlet’ 
reflects crisis of change 


married the young prince's 
mother. 

“Who made this farrago?" 
shouted an angry customer at 
the end of a preview in a 
studio at the Moscow Arts 
Theatre , custodian of con- 
ventional stage classics. 

“All the words are 
Shakespeare's," replied con- 
troversial creator-director 
Sergei Kurginyan. 

Cut and reedired, this 
“Hamlet" has the genesis of a 
rock opera with international 
appeal, but a huge commer- 
cial success - is not Kurgi- 
nyan's first aim. He wants to' 
punch home a didactic warn- 
ing to people here in the 
Transition from Communism. 

“ It's more a phenomenon 
than theatre," he says. 

He is not an angry young 
man. Middle-aged and wear- 


ing a grey, three-piece busi- 
ness suit, be looks more like a 
bank manager than a radical 
critic of Russian society. 

His tumultuous version of 
"Hamlet” is the expression of 
a conservative intellectual 
troubled by the uncharted 
path of pro-democracy mar- 
ket reform. 

The backdrop is a huge 
tattered and holed cloth the 
shape of Russia’s map. Mos- 
cow appears to have been 
destroyed. The time is the 
indefinite future, after a 
catastrophe. 

The stage is littered with 
animal skulls and witchcraft 
implements of shamanists, 
the sorcerer-priests who lead 
Siberian tribes in animist 
rituals for the spirits of the 
forest. 

A revolution has occurred. 


a ruler is overthrown. 
Crowds topple his statue, Rus- 
sian style, as when the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution suc- 
ceeded and the 1991 Kremlin 
coup failed. 

A primitive state descends 
further into barbarism. 

The play closes as in 
Shakespeare's version with 
the stage littered in corpses 
— but with none of the original's 
resolution. The audience is 
left with a sense of a darkness 
without end. 

Whatever its artistic 
merits, “Hamlet" reflects 
current dismay among many 
intellectuals, for centuries a 
pampered elite, now neg- 
lected. 

Western pragmatism trou- 
bles them. They see no ideol- 
ogy or structure in reforms. 


« clamped uneasily, as they see 
it, on a country unsuited to 
them by its nature and his- 
tory. 

They fear a loss of “Rus- 
sianness. " Keeping a sense of 
a unique national spirit and 
identity matters to Russians , 
a deeply patriotic people. 

“The tree-market economy 
is a myth, " said Kurginyan in 
an interview after the final 
night of the show’s pre-open- 
ing run. 

Russia, he said, could only 
switch to “an Asian type of 
economy," but this transition 
would “bring Fascism and 
nothing else.” 

He said Japan, the world's 
second richest state, was not 
a model for it contained 
monolithic companies and a 
virtual power monopoly 


In 1978, just a year after 
“the king's" death, a private 
firm working with Grenada 
printed a stamp with a youth- 
ful Elvis framed in a guitar, 
but the government of the 
Caribbean island nation re- 
pudiated the stamp and it was 
never valid as postage, said 
Baumann. Grenada issued an 
Elvis stamp last year. 

The first legitimate Elvis 
stamps — eight stamps and a 
souvenir sheet — were issued 
by St. Vincent in 1985. 

In 1988, West Germany 
issued a stamp with the older 
Ehis — in a gold-and-blue 
Las Vegas costume — in a 
series on rock stars with John 
Lennon, Jim Morrison and 
Buddy Holly. Part of the 
proceeds went to pay for 
youth projects. 

Other countries that have 
issued Elvis stamps include 
Guinea , the Central African 
Bepubhc, Dominica, Mala- 
gasy, Comoros and Congo, 
according to Baumann. 

Baumann cautions that so 
many Elvis stamps have been 
issued that they don’t make 
particularly good investments. 

“They're good as keep- 
sakes, " he said. “If Elvis has 
a warm place in your heart, 
you’ll enjoy having his face 
on a stamp." . 


under a veneer of democracy. 

Russia, he said, was 
attempting a profound 
change in its culture and soci- 
ety for only the third or 
fourth time in history, but the 
proclaimed objectives “will 
lead to a new type of life 
which is death, a transforma- 
tion that is impossible." 

Kurginyan , trained as 
a mathematician and geo- 
physicist, brushes aside sug- 
gestions r that his brash “Ham-' 
let," with a bohemian-dissi- 
dent flavour, has Western 
box office ingredients. 

"My highest success can 
only be in Russia, " he says. 

A non-conformist con- 
servative democrat, he is a 
maverick on the theatrical 
scene. His last production, 
“The Shepherd, " about dicta- 
tor Josef Stalin, ran into trou- 
ble with Moscow authorities. 

He said the show was 
forced to close in November 
because its use of the now 
discarded Soviet national 
anthem brought some in the 
audience to their feet. 


Tokyo grooms 

home-grown 

designers 


By Yoko Kobayasbi 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Struggling young 
fashion designers are being 
offered a superb deal — they 
provide the designs and a 
group of city businesses lay 
on everything else they need 
to stage a top-class fashion 
show. ■ 

The aim is to nurture 
young designers who have 
lots of ideas but not enough 
money by providing the stage 
they need to show off their 
talent, and promote Tokyo as 
a fashion capital at the same 
time. 

“ Someone had to take on 
the role of an incubator," 
said Nobuyuki Ota , chairman 
of Tokyo's Coun cil o f 
Fashion Designers (CFD). 
“We told young designers to 
bring in their dotbes and 
stage directors and we’d take 
ca re of the rest. " 

CFD held its first such 
show, called “Tokyo Collec- 
tion Annex" last month. It 
was sponsored by Toyota , 
Tabu Stores and Ikebukuro 
Terminal Building. 

Most up-and-coming desig- 
ners are products of the 1980s 
designer fashion boom, 
signed up by apparel manu- 
facturers to come up with 
designer brands. 

But with many of the 
manufacturers unable to 
establish their brand names, 
most projects ended in fai- 
lure, having young designers 
with little training and only 
cancelled contracts. 

“Japanese firms invest all 
at once , then suddenly with- 
draw, " Mr. Ota said. “But in 
the U.S. they do it gradually 
and, if it succeeds, then they 
really invest.” 

These setbacks forced the 
young designers to set up 
their own offices in Tokyo's 
fashion district and hold their 
own shows, which became- 
increasingly expensive as the 
city's office rents soared. 

But Mr. Ota recognises 
that young talent has to be 
nurtured if Tokyo is to be- 
come a fashion centre. 

“The rise of new designers 
is essential to revitalise any 
fashion capital. They will be 


die primary factor for bring- 
ing change be said. 

The highlight of the Tokyo 
Collection Annex was a joint 
show featuring work from 
five up-and-coming designers 
in front of 400 people at a 
major department store. 

A Cuban band set the 
mood with upbeat Latin 
music before Norihisa Ota, 
who went independent only 
this year, kicked off the 
show. He is no relation to 
Mr. Ota of CFD. 

Black and red combina- 
tions twirled on stage, includ- 
ing a straight black knit dress, 
accented by red gloves and 
red turtleneck collar. 

Yuji Yamada, five years an 
independent, came next. He 
dressed bis models in long 
jackets of soft green and grey 
over dresses with slits at the 
back. 

Milan-based Kenichi Oga- 
wa was third. His models’ 
blouses were made of knitted 
red polyester strips inlaid 
with silver dots. Worn with a 
white knit skirt and long car- 
digan. 

Takasbi Ohno, who went 
independent this year, was 
next. 

His models wore white 
“mop" wigs and beige see- 
through jackets cut to below 
the knee and accented with 
black-and-white stitching 
around the collar. 

Kyoko Higa , independent 
since 1990, finished the show. 

The models were decked in 
red, yellow , orange, purple, 
green and blue fabrics, with a 
sun motif on the upper half 
and trotting horses and green 
cactuses on the bottom half. 

The jacket featured soft 
(fink frills and four pink and 
w hite r ose designs. 

CFD plans to stage more 
shows for other young desig- 
ners and hopes to propel 
Tokyo into the first division 
of fashion capitals , along with 
New York, Milan and Paris, 
where some Japanese desig- 
ners are already based. 

The first Tokyo collection , 
featuring Japan's top desig- 
ners, was held in 1985. The 
CFD show could become 
another landmark in Japan's 
fashion ambitions. 



Ghana adds vitamin A 
to reduce child deaths 


Chronic pain: 
Real or imagined? 


. By Hannah Ta pang 

BOLGATANGA. Ghana: 
Handing out vitamin A cap- 
sules is a temptingly conve- 
nient way of attempting to 
tackle a major worldwide de- 
ficiency — but improving 
diets may be a better long- 
term response. 

A three-year trial in a dry 
Savannah region of Ghana 
concluded that providing 
riiamin A supplements re- 
duced child deaths, because 
deficiency increases vulner- 
ability to the consequences of 
diseases such as measles and 
diarrhoea. 

Commented director Dr. 
David Ross: ", Supplementa- 
tion may prevent one in five 
deaths and may be the most 
potent intervention we can 
make to reduce child mortal- 
ity levels rapidly." 

Added co-director Dr. 
Paul Arthur: “ The reduced 
risk of death was also re- 
flected in the illness experi- 
ence of children. Those who 
received vitamin A supple- 
mentation were less likely to 
develop illnesses that re- 
quired treatment at a health 
centre or a hospital 

Child blindness in the area 
is also said to have been 
almost eradicated in the 
trials, the first major study of 
its kind in Africa. 

"If vitamin A can prevent 
children from going blind, 
then why not give It?" asks 
Geirdy van Noon, head of the 
maternal and child health 
care unit of Presbyterian Ru- 
ral ‘Health, which helped run 
the \ Ghana trial. 

Globally, nearly 13 million 
pre-school age children are at 
risk from irreversible eye 
damage from lack of vitamin 
A. 'All face increased risk of 
premature death. 

The Health Ministry is fol- 
lowing up the trial with a 
feasibility study in the region 
which will link supplementa- 
tion with its immunisation 
programme. 

One problem will be fi- 
nance. A Health Ministry 
proposal for supplementation 


I CAME EN LAST 
By Joel D&vajnn 


in two districts for less than 
three years put the cost at 
about $250,000. 

Another problem is deliv- 
ery. immunisation records 
show declining uptake for the 
last two years. Moreover, un- 
less the government can 
monitor all children from six 
months to six years and pro- 
vide doses every six months, 
many children may be 
missed. 

Supplementation, howev- 
er. could be suitable for a 
short time — until people's 
diets can be improved. 

Changing food habits 
would take responsibility 
from hard-pressed adminis- 
trations. as well as providing 
other badly-needed nut- 
rients. 

Barriers to change .will, 
however, have to be disman- 
tled. 

Leafy vegetables, a key 
source of vitamin A. are part 
of local diet, but vitamin con- 
tent is often lost through 
over-cooking. In addition, 
they are seasonal and per- 
ceived as being scarcer than 
they used to be. Mma Lamis 
echoes a common view 
among older people: "We 
had more vegetables because 
wc had more land and the 
rains were better. We could 
cook bito (a vegetable ) or 
pumpkin leaf every day and 
still have some left over by 
the next season. But now. 
about two or three months 
after the rains have stopped, 
the young women will tell 
you they have no more dry 
leaves. ” 

Soils are deteriorating and 
people increasing. Asked 
whether more land could be 
given over to cultivating 
vegetables. 40-year-old far- 
mer A baa Ayine retorts: 
“Have I got enough land for 
my millet? How do you ex- 
pect me to measure out land 
only for vegetables?” 

Some women have veget- 
able gardens . but plots are 
small, and men rarely pro- 
vide support. Water is scarce, 
and may have fo be carried 


many kilometres. 

Fruit is another source of 
vitamin A. but there are 
sometimes cultural restric- 
tions. Many women, for ex- 
ample, refuse to eat mango 
or pawpaw while breastfeed- 
ing, for fear of spoiling their 
milk or making their babies 
ill. 

Health centres and clinics 
are trying to change attitudes 
to fruit and vegetable con- 
sumption, but more could be 
done through radio and prim- 
ary health workers. 

Tree-pfynting agencies 
could support their efforts. 
Some admit they could en- 
courage cultivation of fruit 
trees, as well as adding nufri- 
tional information to their 
education programmes. 

"It would be no problem to 
provide more fruit tree seeds 
for our nurseries, " says Franz. 
Zemp, manager of the Bongo 
Agro-Forestry Project. "We 
also give assistance to ensure 
tree survival. Our records 
show encouraging numbers 
o f trees survived the dry sea- 
son last year.” 

But Alex Gyampoh . mana- 
ger of the U.N.-sponsored 
Environmental Rehabilita- 
tion Project, stresses that 
fuelwood is his priority. "Re- 
gardless of the need to plant 
fruit trees.” 

Palm oil could help, says. 
Atardita Akolgo: "My little 
girl nearly went blind. She 
couldn't see at dusk, like a 
chicken. 

Then the nurse told me to 
give her palm oil. one tables- 
poon a day. Now she sees 
better than a cat. " 

Palm oil is not produced in 
the region, so people buy it 
instead of the cheaper local 
alternative , sheabutter, only 
when they have some cash to 
spare. Better marketing and 
distribution would make it 
more widely available. 

The International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
has a $15 million irrigation 
programme in the region 
which will promote dry sea- 
son cultivation of onions. 
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peppers and tomatoes. Far- 
mers will be expected to fol- 
low its guidelines but these 
could be adapted to incorpo- 
rate production of leafy 
vegetables. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture has not given much 
attention to vegetable grow- 
ing. giving point to the com- 
ments of chief nutrition offic- 
er Rosenna Agble . who says 
it is time for everyone to 
encourage increased fruit and 
vegetable consumption, but 
stresses the key role of the 


agriculture ministry in prom- 
oting production. 

Despite the many prob- 
lems of production and 
education which arise from 
attempting to persuade peo- 
ple to change their diets, the 
approach offers the possibil- 
ity of a lasting solution. 

“The biggest disadvantage 
of supplementation.” says . 
Dr. Kwame Adogboba, re- ■ 
gional director of health ser- 
vices. "is that it cannot be 
made sustainable " — 
PANOS. 


By EHsaheth Rosenthal 
NEW YORK — Chronic 
pain , in the absence of any 
discernible physical cause f is 
one of the most common 
reasons for lost workdays , yet 
doctors remain unsure about 
what causes the complaint, 
how to treat it, or even if it 
exists. 

What do you do when the 
scans , blood tests and exams 
indicate nothing wrong , bat 
the patient is incapacitated? 

"It's a terrible dilemma” 
said Dr. Kathleen Foley, 
director of pain service at 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Centre in New York. 
"Pain is what people say it is. 
And if you start with the 
concept that you should be- 
lieve the patient, then bow 
can you say it is real or 
unreal, and how do you 
prove it?” 

Frustrated by the skyrock- 
eting number of U.S. patients 
receiving disability payments, 
most often tor lower back 
complaints, and huge jury 
awards for "pain and suffer- 
ing” that no scientist can 
measure, researchers are striv- 
ing to understand the genesis 
of chronic pain and bow to 
treat it 

Many are concluding that 
chronic pain often results 
from a cycle of physical and 
emotional factors that feed 
on each other: a person with 
transient pain decides he or 
she had a pain problem; be- 
lieving pain is a pro blem 
causes a physical response 
that produces more pain. 

Some of the most promin- 
ent U.S. pain specialists be- 
lieve that medical and legal 
practices actually help set the 
chronic-pain cycle in motion. 
The barrage of scans and 
exotic therapies that doctors 
prescribe for pain convinces 
healthy people that they have 
a serious condition. 

Prolonged sick leaves and 
lawsuits that drag on for 
years allow patients to get out 
of shape, which only makes 
pain worse. These doctors 
criticise the legal system for 
awarding damages for pain 
without insisting that 
claimants be properly treated 


with, physical and psycholo- 
gical therapy. 

■ While pain experts unani- 
mously recoil at the notion 
that large numbers of pa- 
tients are faking pain for pro- 
St, they agree that the psyche 
frequently converts trivial 
discomfort or a minor injury 
into a debilitating lifelong 
medical condition. 

■ Although a fraction of 
chronic-pain patients are 
found to have worn joints or 
a tendon that is dearly in- 
flamed, the majority have no 
specific problem that can be 
found on tests or exams. 

"All the evidence suggest s 
that for most people chronic 
pain is a stress-related dis- 
order, just like ulcers, ” said 
Dr. John Loeser, director of 
the pain dinic at the Uni- 
versity of Washington in 
Seattle. “ The difference with 
pain is that we don’t know 
where to put the tube to 
look.” 

Although there are no 
overall statistics about chro- 
nic pain, scientists have com- 
piled extensive data about 
the current epidemic of lower 
back pain . the most common 
type of chronic pain that 
leads to disability. 

In recent years, more than 
2 per cent of all U.S. adults 
reported being unable to 
work because of this condi- 
tion, and the cost of their 
health cans plus the com- 
pensation they received 
totaled well over $50 billion 
annually. 

Five per cent of all visits to 
doctors are now for back 
pain , said Dr. Loeser. "And. 
the numbers keep going up 
and up and up." 

The United States has 
many more people disabled 
by lower back pain than any 
other nation in the world. Dr. 
Loeser said, and surveys of 
old medical records show that 
chronic bade pain was a rare 
diagnosis before World War 

n. 

Recent studies, havp ffijeil^ 
to link chronic pain tb physic- \ 
al injury or X-ray- findings, 
but they have found that it 
correlates with such /actors as 
job satisfaction , depression 


and the resolution of law- ■ 
suits. 

Lacking a good under - ; 
standing of what causes chro- 
nic pain or a good yardstick 
to measure it, doctors. 
lawyers and juries are forced, 
to make largely arbitrary do-:, 
dsions about which patient 
will benefit from an injection 
of anaesthetic into the spine: 
which claimants deserve large ‘ 
jury awards, and which 
employees' should be granted 
disability payments. 

“T he disability system asks 
doctors to certify that some- 
one has too much pain to 
work, but we have no mystic- 
al power to determine that.”' 
Dr. Loeser said. " You can’t 
take an X-ray and seen pain; 
you can't see it on a biopsy : 
All you have is a patient’s 
statement that be hurts. 
Judgements are made , but I 
don’t know if they are right 
or wrong. Ido know thattbey 
are not -based on medical 
sconce.” 

In a study published re- 
cently in The American Jour- 
nal of Pain Management, Dr. 
Michael Weintraub examined 
210 people with chronic pain 
who were involved in litiga- 
tion. 

He found evidence that 63 
per cent of the patients bad 
pain that was emotional 
rather than physical in origin. 
For example, a person with 
lower back pain ought de- 
scribe a leg going numb, even - 
though all thb nerves that 
leave the spine in the lower 
back supply only a small por- 
tion of the leg. 

Dr. Weintraub believes 
that many patients become 
subconsciously attached ' to- 
the discomfort since it brings 
with it financial gain. He has 
proposed that “chronic pain, 
in litigation” should be tre- 
ated as a distinct syndrome 
since patients in this category 
do not get better with treat- 
ment. 

“ Lawyers have talked ab- 
: qurvK this painj&nti. suffering^ 
' asWiftexists.Tmt lF ESm ev&f 2 
' been substantiated medical- 
ly, "said Dr. Weintraub C. _ 
The International Herald Tri- 
bune. 
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Study suggests possible genetic link 
in depression, substance abuse 
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Last Week'* Cryptograms 

1. A kind of g obbtedygook U in (h« toUlmmof “by posh. by golly, by gee. by 
gam." 

2. Retiree naked for hi* old job beck, claiming he found retirement jus* too 
tiring. 

3. Sailor's wife went below deck so she could tell folks she bad be en “down 
under." 

4. Glum landlurd recycles everything. Still must pay heavy loxie dump tax. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. KJACSWAS DBJDHVBC4H JW DRBCCK 

SVCCSB SBiJYQTB NCQYT JWWBHN 
TVNLJAYCN CJ NBYVJH LANCJ1BHN JY 
CEAHNTQKX QYT W H V T Q K N. —By Earl Ireland 

2. ZATZOH QXCPL X QXKZOHN CYK PHUHC 
VYTAL, V R It, <2 X K Z 0 TK! XP RPQXKZOHN 
CYK TL LflGH KY VYTA Y U H G. — By Rlla Salvalo 

3. ABDCPEQDGH ABDCJC KAKE ABDCJLE- 

KGDFJDFM ABDCOPL QPRALG OR CLNGLO 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — People 
who have a family member 
treated for severe depression 
may be two times more likely 
than others to develop addic- 
tion or depression, according 
to a study by National Insti- 
tute of Mental Health 
(NIMH) researchers. 

Loring J. Ingraham, a 
NIMH scientist, said that; 
studies of both the adoptive 
and the biological families of 
patients who have been tre- 
ated For depression illnesses 
show evidence of the genetic 
link. 

Dr. Ingraham said that he 
and Dr. Paul H. Wender.' 


now at the University of 
Utah, examined the medical 
records of 14500 adopted 
people in Denmark and 
found 67 who had been hos- 
pitalised for treatment of se- 
vere depression. 

They then examined re- 
cords to find the frequency of 
depression or substance 
abuse among the biological 
relatives of the adopted. 

Data from these studies 
were then compared to simi- 
lar studies of 67 adopted indi- 
viduals who bad not been 
hospitalised for the mental 
conditions. 

The results, said Dr. Ing- 
raham. showed that among 
the adopted with depression, 
about five per cent of their 
biological relatives also bad 


some type of depressive dis- 
order and another four per 
cent bad a substance abuse 
disorder. 

In the control group, the 67 
adopted who had not been 
hospitalised for depression, 
the occurrence of the dis- 
orders was only two per cent. 

“ This means that if some- 
one in your family suffers 
from severe depression , you 
and other family members 
need to be aware that not 
only are you at risk for de- 
veloping depression, you also 
stand an increased chance of 
developing a substance abuse 
disorder, ” Dr. Ingraham said 
in a statement. 

The researcher said the 
most commonly abused sub- 
stance among those studied 


was alcohol. 

Dr. Ingraham said the 
study was possible in De- 
nmark because the country 
keeps meticulous records on 
family relationships and 
medical treatments. 

Dr. Frederick K. Good- 
win, NIMH director, said the 
study provides clear evidence 
that the increased frequency 
of substance abuse known to. 
exist among the biological 
relatives of patients with de- 
pressive disorders is due to 
genetic instead of environ- 
mental factors. 

Dr. Ingraham recently pre- 
sented the study at a meeting 
in Puerto Rico of the' Amer- 
ican College of Neurop- 
sychopharmacology and was 
interviewed by telephone. 


Moderate intake may help 
to ward off colds 
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— By Duane H. McGogy 
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BABBLE BA0PAYS AS BULECASH 
B N O H L O W. — By Ed Huddleeoa 
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By Celia Hall 

Two or three alcoholic drinks 
every day appear to keep the 
common cold at bay, but 
smoking will reverse any of 
this benefit. 

Dr. Andrew Smith, direc- 
tor of the Health Psychology 
Research Unit at Cardiff 
University, has also found 
that when people are stressed 
they are more likely to catch 
a cold. 

His findings are based on 
research carried out at the 
Common Cold Research 
Unit, before its closure, in a 
three-year study of 400 
volunteers who were given 
cold viruses. Psychologists 
were involved to assess the 
importance of stress and be- 
havioural aspects like alcohol 
intake. 

The adults who drank 


moderately — less than three 
units of alcohol a day — were 
less likely to have typical cold 
symptoms, like a runny nose, 
even though blood measure- 
ments could show that they 
bad the virus. 

He told the London meet- 
ing of the British Psycholo- 
gical Society that only 15 per 
cent of the moderate drinkers 
suffered from colds com- 
pared to 45 per cent of the, 
non-drinkers. "It seems that 
a little bit of alcohol is good 
for you as many other clinical 
studies have shown, ” be said. 

The researchers believe 
that moderate regular drink- 
ing has a long-term effect; in 
other words people need to 
drink moderately, regularly 
to benefit from the protection 
against catching a cold. But 
they feel that excessive drink- 
ing would cancel the effect. 


Dr. Smith said the reasons 
for this protection were not 
properly understood. There 
may be an effect on the nasal 
mucus, reducing the secre- 
tions of the nose. Another 
explanation is that alcohol 
may have an anti- 
inflammatory effect. “ What 
happens when you get a cold 
is that the inflammatory re- 
sponse to the virus increases 
the nasal secretions , ” he said. 

Asked why many people 
thought that having a drink 
helped when they bad caught 
a cold, he said either the 
alcohol simply made them 
feel better, or the alcohol did 
affect the runny nose. The 
findings on stress were slightr 
ly different. In this part ofthe 
study, 25 per cent of people 
who felt little stress caught 
colds compared with 50 per 
cent of the highly stressed 


people. 

This time, the less stressed 
volunteers managed to avoid 
infection altogether rather 
than catch the cold but re- 
mained symptom-free. “The 
stressed people were .more 
likely to get infected in the 
first place and more fikdy to 
have symptoms , ” be said. - 

More work has been done 
on the links between stress 
and disease with many stu- 
dies showing that 'stressed 
people are less good at fight- 
ing infection. Dr. Smith said 
there was evidence that stress, 
affected the immune system. 

In his paper, be said: 
“ Alternatively .it may alter 
immune response by chahg-. 
ing health-related behaviours 
such as smoking and alcohol, 
consumption. ” — Thelnde- 
pendent .... 








r 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSD A Y-FRID AY , JANUARY 14-15, 1993 5 


PLO seen to have ‘apologised’ to Saudis 


(Condoned from 'page 1) 

and Fateh Central Committee 
speaks in public, dial definitely 
means that be is speaking on 
the record and in the name of 
the orga ni sation," said a senior . 
PLO official in Amman who 
preferred anonymity. Aba 
Mazcn is one of the senior 
leaden of Fateh and its central 
committee. 

PLO members here also be- 
lieve that Aba Mazen would 
not have spoken the words 
tmless he had some positive 
indications from the Sautfis 
themselves and that a wanning 
of Samfi-PLO relations could 
follow. 

However,- PLO insiders do 
not expect an overnight mend- 
ing of the strain in Saudi-PLO 
relations and an immediate 

Arafat visit to Saudi Arabia to 

seal recondhatioo. 

“There are other issues to be 
sorted out before such things 
could happen,” said an in- 
formed PLO source. “There is 
the issue of Palestinian ‘ libera- 
tion ’ tax and other financial 
matters that need to be settled. 

“Liberation" tax is levied by 
the host Arab governments 
from Palestinian expatriates 
working in their countries and 
given to the PLO. 

The Gulf states were the 
main financial backers of the 
PLO until the Gulf crisis. The 


strain in relations caused by 
the PLO’s stand was im- 
mediately followed by a sus- 
pension of all financial assist- 
ance to foe PLO by the Gulf 
states and as a result the PLO 
is finding itself in dire financial 
straits. 

The organisation has been 
forced to adopt a strict belt- 
tightening approach to its fi- 
nances and cut many aid prog- 
rammes, including assistance 
given to families of martyrs. 

Mohammad Milhem, a for- 
mer of the PLO Executive 
Committee, described Abu 
Mazen’s “apology" as “out- 
rageous.” 

“If this is indeed an apology 
then it is not acceptable,” said 
Mr. MUbern, a former mayor 
of Halhoul in the West Bank 
who was expelled by the Israeli 
occupation authorities. 

“There is no reason why the 
PLO should have to apologise 
for its stand during the Gulf 
crisis any more than Jordan 
should have to,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Mflbem said Jordan had 
taken an honourable stand in 
refusing to apologise to the 
Gulf states for its position vis- 
a-vis the Gulf crisis. 

“Next thing you know we 
will be apologising to the 
Israelis for fighting the occupa- 
tion of our land,” Mr. Milhem 
said. 


Israel offers to open nadear, other sites 

(Coatmued from page 1) 

East," Mr. Eagteburger said. 

He said it was important for 
nations to tackle the challenge of 
weapons of mass destruction 
wherever possible. 

“I would therefore urge the 
members of the Arab League to 
seize this opportunity and sign 
the chemical weapons conven- 
tion," Mr. Eagle burger said. 

“Doing so would be a step 
towards, and not away from, 
making the Middle East a zone 
free of all weapons of mass des- 
truction, as called for by Presi- 


“This represents a real prog- 
ress for international security. It 
is die first real multilateral dis- 
armament treaty banning an en- 
tire category of mass destruction 
weapons," a senior French offi- 
cial said. 

The treaty imposes tough su- 
pervision on the international 
chemical industry, which helped 
in the drafting and welcomed the 
curbs on Wednesday, despite 
their likely cost. 


dent (Hosni) Mubarak of Egypt. 

Mr. Eagleburger said that so 
long as there are holdouts, doubts 
will be raised as to these nations* 
intentions. 

“Nowhere is this more impor- 
tant today than in the Middle 
East, a region which over the past 
30 years has been home to more 
active chemical weapons prog- 
rammes — and winch has seen 
more chemdal weapons use — 
than any other part of die world,” 
he said. 

“It is therefore particularly dis- 
appointing that so many Middle 
Eastern states are absent from 
this ceremony today.” 

Iraq is the only state besides 
the United States and Russia that 
.admits owning chemical 
weapons. Iraqi officials have said 
Iraq will not sign the treaty and 
about a majority of Arab states is 
taking the same position. 

A major purpose of the agree- 
ment was to curb a new Middle 
East arms race following the Gulf 
war two years ago and the disclo- 
sure of Iraq's chemical arsenal. 

The U.N. convention on the 
prohibition of chemical weapons 
features revolutionary verifica- 
tion procedures meant to ensure 
that no state will be able to make 
or conceal large stocks of deadly 
chemical agents. 

For the fast time, international 
inspectors will be empowered to 
search “anywhere, anytime” for 
suspected chemical arms. Signa- 
tories will have no right to refuse 
access to production plants, milit- 
ary bases or stores. 


Christopher 

(Continued from page 1) 

new arms control agreements, 
particularly concerning weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Mr. Christopher’s confirmation 
bearings are expected to go for 
two days with questions from 
both Democrats and Republi- 
cans, at whichrime he may reveal 
in more fcaSl the Clinton admi- 
nistration's policy vis-a-vis tire 
Middle East. 

Mr. Christopher said the Clin- 
ton administration would try to 
build on the accomplishments of 
President George Bush, who 
leaves office next Wednesday. 

Mr. Christopher died the Mid- 
dle East peace talks which 
brought Israel and Arabs to the 
table for the first time, the 
START treaty reducing nuclear 
weapons delivery systems, and 
the Gulf war. 

Mr. Christopher said that de- 
spite the unity between the Bosh 
and Clinton administrations on 
Iraq, the > United States must 
“have a new diplomacy that can 
anticipate and prevent a crises 
like those in Iraq and Bosnia and 
Somalia, rather than simply man- 
age them.” 

"We can’t afford to careen 
from crisis to crisis, ” be said. 

He said the Clinton team 
would urge the United Nations to 
handle major international crises, 
but echoing a Bush policy, he 
added, ‘‘Urtunately, when our 
vital interests are at stake, We'U 
always reserve our option to act 
alone.” 


Israel seeks to thwart U.N. sanctions 

(Continued from page 1) 


the return of all evictees. Dr. 
Ghaii has threatened the United 
Nations could take further steps. 

Mr. Peres said he expected to 
meet U.S. Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagjeborger in Paris. 
Israel is counting on the United 
States, its closest ally, to block 
sanctions with its veto in the 
Security Council. 

Hus Israeli daily newspaper 
Kadashot said Mr. Rabin wanted 
to delay a Security Council de- 
bate until after U.S. President- 
elect Bill Clinton took office next 
Wednesday. 

T be unsourced story gave no 
reason for this and Mr. Rabin's 
spokesman declined comment. 
Outgoing President George Bush 
would face less political risk back- 
ing sanctions than Mr. Clinton 
would. 

Arab foreign ministers meeting 
in Cairo demanded Tuesday die 
United Nations impose sanctions 
if Israel did not comply. They did 
not adopt a Palestinian sugges- 
tion that they suspend the 14- 
montfr-oW Middle East peace 


, okesman Hanan Ashrawi 
..she and four other Palesti- 
nian peace negotiators met four 
members of the Israeli Knesset 
(partiament) Tuesday in Arab 
East Jerusalem for informal dis- 
cussions. 

“We said we are unable to 
return to negotiations unless 
Israel returns the (evictees) and 
i Resolution 799, n Dr. 
vi told Reuters, 


The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation said Monday it would 
boycott the 14-montb-old talks 
until Israel returned the Palesti- 
nians. 

Palestinian delegate Saeb Ere- 
kai said a letter was sent to Mr. 
Eagleborger informing him of the 
decision to boycott die talks. 

Dr. Erakat quoted the letter as 
saying that “the absence of Israeli 
accountability and the lack of any 
effective intervention by the co- 
sponsors have given Israel a free 
hand to pursue such a destructive 
course which culminated in the 
latest deportations on a massive 
scale and subsequently sabotaged 
the negotiations." 

In Marj Ai Zohour, Lebanon, 
the Palestinian evictees lashed 
out at the United Nations, accus- 
ing it of double standards in 
seeking to implement its resolu- 
tions on Iraq and not on Israel. 

The 413 Palestinians also criti- 
cised Arab states for not pulling 
out from the peace talks. 

“We are very frustrated when 
we see Security Council resolu- 
tions implemented on some sides, 
like Iraq, and not implemented 
on others,” said Fayez AI Kha- 
dour, 33. 

“The Security Council uses 
double standards,” said Hussein 
Abu Quaik. “When it comes to 
Israel, the U.N. does not try to 
force it to comply like in other 
places.” 

Abdul Aziz AI Rantisi called 
on Dr. Ghaii to immediately im- 
pose sanctions cm Israd to fbroc it 
implement Security Council Re- 
solution 799. 


Allied planes attack Iraqi sites 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Hamdoun said: “I just 
called in to the president of die 
Security Council that Iraq will 
stop transferring its property 
from Umm Qasr in the demilita- 
rised zone until resolving the 
problems that are outstanding 
with the UNIKOM people (U.N. 
Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mis- 
sion) over there.” 

He also said that Iraq would 
“approve the flight requests for 
the special commission planes to 
T — " a reference to U.N. air- 
which demolition teams to 


Iraq last week ordered a tem- 
porary halt to any further U.N. 
nights over its territory, saying 
weapons destruction teams and 
other U.N. personnel should 
charter Iraqi commercial airiioers 
or travel overland. 

Mr. Hamdoun said the United 
Nations would have to take- re- 
sponsibility for the safety of those 
flights “in case of a military 
attack against Iraq.” 

Earlier Wednesday. Iraqi 
salvagers crossed into Umm Qasr 
for a fourth consecutive day to 
retrieve material from a former 
navy base. 

Wbat used to be Iraqi ware- 
houses were without roofs or 
windows, and a bunker that 
boused Silkworm missiles was 
swept clean except for empty 
wooden boxes and old Iraqi 
newspapers and booklets. 

“Four of the six bunkers are 
totally empty, while one has con- 
ventional anti-tank and anti- 
aircraft weapons and another has 
small bottles of unidentified che- 
micals,” said Abdul Latif Kab- 
baj. spokesman for UNTKOM 
patrolling the disputed bonier 
since April 1991. 

A senior Kuwaiti official said 


he toped the allied military ac- 
tion against Iraq would prevent 
further “miscalculations” by 
Baghdad. 

“What I hope is that the Iraqi 
regime will avoid their continued 
miscalculations. As a small coun- 
try that is what we are hoping 
for,” Suleiman Majed AI Sbahin, 
the Foreign Ministry under- 
secretary, said in a telephone 
interview. 

He said Kuwait had demanded 
that Iraq comply with ceasefire 
terms to which Baghdad itself had 
agreed. 

A spokesman for President 
Saddam Hussein defiantly 
pledged earlier Wednesday that 
Iraq was determined to recover 
Kuwait. 

“Kuwait shall return to Iraq in 
defiance of the Security Council 
and America,” Abdul Jabbar 
Mnhsen said in an editorial in the 
government newspaper AI 
Jumhouriyah. He described 
Kuwait as an “integral part of 
Iraq." 

Defence Minister Ali Has- 
san AI Majeed told President 
Saddam Hussein that his soldiers 


were standing firm in their de- 
fence of the country. 

At 1700 GMT — when media 
reports said the allied planes were 
attacking targets in Iraq — state 
radio began its news bulletin with 
an item about aid to Palestinians 
in Jordan. 

After the news, the radio car- 
ried a quotation from President 
Saddam — “Baghdad will remain 
a beacon for Muslims and a sup- 
port for Palestine.” 

Later the radio reported: “Cri- 
minal Bush seems to be bracing 
himself for a fresh aggression 
against Iraq." It said Iraq had 
declared it would “respond with 
every available means in defence 
of its independence.” 

As U.S. media reported that 
Washington and its allies had sent 
planes to attack missiles stationed 
in southern Iraq, Mr. Majeed 
sent President Saddam a telegram 
to mark Sunday's second 
anniversary of .the start of the 
Gulf war. 

i “The treacherous people have 
returned after less than two years 
to commit aggression against Iraq 
to undermine what has been re- 
constructed by the brave Mujahe- 
deen,” it said. 


ACCOUNT ANT/ ADMIN. ASSISTANT 

An international company located in Nicosia of Cyprus is 
interested in employing a person of not less than 30 years 
old, having experience in accounting, commercial/finance 
and administration management. 

Fluent knowledge of English and experience in similar job 
for not less than five years will be very seriously 
considered. 

The right person will be offered an attractive package with 
fringe benefits. 

Duties can be resumed immediately. 

Please send C.V. to: 

P.O.Box 926999 
Amman, Jordan 


Bosnian leader optimistic of peace plan 


(Continued from page 1) 

negotiations if they continued to 
press for their own state-within-a- 
state. 

But in what some diplomats 
said was a potential let-ou* 
clause, Mr. Karadzic said he 
needed seven days grace to win 
the approval of the assembly of 
his self-styled “Serb republic.” . 

That approval was immediately 
put in doubt. Biijana Plausic, 
vice-president of the Serb repub- 
lic, said hours after Mr. Karad- 
zic’s agreement that the deputies 
would reject it. 

Mr. Karadzic replied: “2 also 
have some anxiety about that but 
I do believe I will get a majority. 
I’m sure I will not have a unani- 
mous decision of our parliament, 
that's waht shows the reaction of 
Mrs. Plavsic.” 


Asked what would happen if 
the deputies refused, he said: “I 
should offer my resignation.” 

A British U.N. peacekeeper 
was killed Wednesday in central 
Bosnia, and Sarajevans bitterly 
dismissed news of the break- 
through in peace talks in Geneva 
as more maeuvering by the Serbs. 

Wednesday’s fighting in the* 
central Bosnian town of Gorni 
Vakuf was reportedly between 
Muslim and Croat forces, under- 
scoring the shakiness of their 
nominal alliance against the 
Serbs- 

The British peacekeeper was 
killed by small-arms fire in the 
town, but the identity of the 
attackers was not immediately 
known, a Ministry of Defence 
spokesman in London said. The 
latest death means 23 U.N. 


peacekeepers have been killed in 
fighting in the former Yugoslavia. 

Sarajevo spent a relatively 
peaceful night after the 
announcement late Tuesday that 
Mr. Karadzic had reversed his 
earlier opposition to the Geneva 
peace plan. 

But Sarajevo residents bitterly 
dismissed Mr. Karadzic's move, 
and some accused the interna- 
tional community of papering 
over differences in a way that Mr. 
Karadzic and Mr. Milosevic 
would later exploit to ensure con- 
tinued Serb control over most of 
Bosnia. 

At least 17,000 people have 
been killed since Bosnian Serbs 
took up arms afrer the republic's 
majority Muslims and Croats 
voted for independence from 
Yugoslavia. Bosnian Serb irregu- 
lars. backed by Serbia, have 
seized about 70 per cent of Bos- 
nia's tenitoiy. 


OFFER OF EMPLOYMENT 

A research organization has an opening for the full-time position of 
researcher / writer. Prerequisite qualifications are: 

1 . Master's degree in a Social Science or Humanities subject (e.g. 
International Affairs, Political Science. History, English Literature). 

2. Perfect command of oral and written Arabic and English. 

3. Good knowledge of national and international affairs. 

4. Strong research, analysis and writing skills. 

5. Computer skills, especially knowledge of WordPerfect. 

Applicants are requested to submit a detailed curriculum vitae, 
cover letter, recent photograph, and sample of writing to: 

Personnel manager 
P.O. Box 5264 
Amman - Jordan 

Deadline for application is 31 January 1993. All applications will be 
held in confidence. 


Jl&or Stiff ffiidde/n ffiuifufafon, 

The National Music Conservatory 

January 1993 Programme 

January 20, 21. 24, 25 and 27 

Tuesday, 26 January 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 

from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

VIOLIN AND PIANO RECITAL 

A CONCISE HISTORY OF 

Aram Zarasian. concert violinist : 

WESTERN MUSIC 

in-residence at the National Music 

A series of five lectures presented by 
Professor Robert Curry (The lectures 
include extensive audio musical 
examples}. 

Conservatory meets Australian concert 
pianist Robert Curry in an exciting 
redtaJ. They will be performing pieces 
by: Beethoven, Liszt. Wieniawski, 

Stravinsky and others. 

Place: The National Music 


Conservatory 

Place: The Royal Cultural Centre 

Registration Fere: RD 15. 

Main Theatre. 


Ticket Price: JD 7. 

Saturday. 23 January 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 

PIANO RECITAL 

Co-sponsored by the Australian 
Embassy in Jordan 

Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Nuor AI Hussein. Ammar Ali 
Hadiicho, a young Arab concert pianist 

Saturday, 30 January 1993 - 8:00 p.m. 

living between Bonn and Moscow, will 

LUTE RECITAL 

perform a very colorful and enjoyable 
program. The program indudes 

pieces by : Bach. Beethoven, Bartok, 
Tschaikovsky and Liszt. 

Bill Badley, British lutenist. will take the 
audience on a musical- trip back to the 
golden days of this instrument. The 
lute is considered the successor of the 
oud and. the precursor of the guitar. 

1 Place: The Royal Cultural Centre 


Main Theatre. 

Place: The Royal Cultural Centre 

Ticket Price: ID 7. 

Studio Theatre. 


Ticket Price: JD 5. 

Co-sponsored by Lufthansa and pries 
Riharv and Sons Company 

Co-sponsored by the British Council 

Attend all four activities for )D 27. 

The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

it Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair -ft Engraving 
* Kays Service 

-A- Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
dealing 

6 Brandies af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 82 1856, Fax 
828163 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

8UTMRNAT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 1230- 3.30 pm 

7.30-T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwards 3rd ctrde 


Tel: 659519 .659520 





Lu- 


china 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


^LmaHouJI 

120 

Authentic 
Chinese (fishes, 
from ail great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles erf China. 
Prepared by our 
CUksc cbeb 
Open daSy tor 
lunch & c timer 
T*ta way senias 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mnigtjy of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TeL 857755 









4 RENT Cr SALE 

-- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Stilted Chinese Chefs 

| Open 1 1^0-7:30 Jj 6M-11J0 <faifr| 

Take away •* available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

IToL 681922, Amman 

Cjict Tested 
.j L, flhwm loved 



CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

w 6:30 -Midnight y 



The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Airman, near 

Ahliyyah Girts School 

TNoimrajrismBaNa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



TrioErisida 

AT. KTTATMA WAR 

$30 pin -130 am 


CHm 

Town 

^eitourtml 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarfcnow has its own. "" 

■If' 

Where you can er^Jthe most exquisite 
Chinese and d inner. 

Banq^^^^j^^ai/^eervice 

All chefs|jRm Peking, China 

•.Ghfoa^o^-- 
at the Ammsiri -fifaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or“ 67 < 1 '?r-' ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in | 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAItOTEIi 

lLsr l |l|ls 


Amman - tel ■ 6681 93 - • 
P.O. Sox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





French (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 
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Sports 


JORDAN 



■French driver Pierre Lartigue steers bis Citroen ZX across the desert 
in the Adrar-Chenacben stage of the Paris- Dakar Rally 

Saby tightens grip in 
Paris-Dakar Rally 

PARIS (R) — Bruno Saby's lead in the Paris-Dakar Rally looker! 
even more impregnable as he took a trouble-free second place in the 
seventh African stage and increased the gap over nearest rival Pierre 
Lartigue Tuesday. 

Saby's Mitsubishi led fellow Frenchman Lartigue, in a Citroen, by 
one hour 42 minutes. Lartigue was slowed down by three punctures 
on the 650-km leg from Chenachen in Algeria to Bir Amrane. 
Mauritania. 

The stage was won by a third Frenchman Jean-Pierre Fontenay.jn 
another Mitsubishi but he remains outside the top 10 after breaking a 
back axle early in the rally. 

“I didn't stari the day aiming to set the fastest time," said 
Fontenay. "But after a puncture we took the spare wheel off the roof 
and went quicker because the aerodynamics were better." 

Frenchman Hubert Auriol took third place in the leg and remains 
in that position overall but is more than four and a half hours adrift of 
the leader. 

Stephane Peterhansel kept a tight grip on the lead among the 
bikes, although he was content to finish in third place on the stage 
behind Jordi A carons of Spain and fellow Frenchman Thierry 
Charbonnier. All three are Yamaha riders. 

Charbonnier. second overall, closed the gap on Peterhansel 
slightly but still remained 82 minutes behind. 


NBA STANDINGS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

PCT. 

GB 

New York 

19 

12 

.613 

— 

New Jersey 

IS 

15 

.545 

2 

Boston 

17 

17 

.500 

31-2 

Orlando 

14 

14 

.500 

31-2 

Philadelphia 

11 

18 

.379 

7 

Miami 

10 

21 

.323 

9 

Washington 

10 

22 

.313 

9 1-2 


Central Division 


Chicago 

23 

10 

.697 

— 

Geveland 

20 

13 

.606 

3. 

Charlotte 

17 

14 

.548 

5 i 

Detroit 

16 

16 

.500 

61 - 2 : 

Indiana 

15 

17 

.469 

7 1-2’ 

Atlanta 

14 

17 

.452 

8 

Milwaukee 

14 

18 

.438 

8 1-2 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 



Midwest Division 


Utah 

21 

10 

.677 



San Antonio 

18 

13 

.581 

3 • 

Houston 

15 

16 

.484 

6 • 

Denver 

8 


.267 

121-2 

Minnesota 

6 

23 

.207 

14. 

Dallas 

i 

27 

.069 

18 


Pacific Division 


Phoenix 

23 

5 

.821 



Seattle 

22 

8 

.733 

2 j 

Portland 

20 

10 

.§67 

.363 

4 ; 

Golden State 

18 

14 

7 

L.A. Lakers 

IS 

14 

.563 

7 

L.A. Dippers 

17 

16 

.515 

8 1-2 

Sacramento 

13 

17 

.433 

11 


We have recently received the new 
NBA video tapes for the American 
league , especially 

CHICAGO BULLS 

L . A . LAKERS A BOSTON CELTICS 


Sole Agent : LAITH BOOKSHOP | 
TEL : 829452 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S T ANN AH H1RSCH 

fntun U«!ui Stnern, Ire 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ J 7 6 5 2 
: A 6 

: 8 6 4 

♦ 7 5 3 

WEST EAST 

♦A843 * KQ 

• K Q 10 9 8 ' J 7 4 3 

: J 5 • Q 0 7 3 

* 8 6 ♦ 10 9 2 


COMBINE YOUR CHANCES 


SOUTH 

♦ 10 9 

5 2 

’■ A K 10 2 

♦ A KQ J 4 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 ♦ 1 •. Pass 2 

3 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of '7 

There are some card combina- 
tions which recur regularly in differ- 
ent guises. Recognize them, know- 
how to play them and save thou- 
sands of points over the course of 
time- 

When South could not make a 
takeout double of two hearts. North 
gave up any hope of a spade con- 
tract. East -West, already stretched 
to the limit, wen* quite happy- to sell 
out to an enemy partacore. 

West led the king of hearts and 
declarer was looking at three sure 
losers in the major suits. To make 


the contract, therefore. South had 
to lose no more than one diamond 
trick. Tbe obvious way to accom- 
plish that is to draw trumps and 
hope diamonds break evenly — rath- 
er paltry odds of some 36 percent. 
However, the chance of a 3-3 split 
can be combined with the possibility 
of ruffing the fourth diamond in 
dummy. That requires finding the 
defender with two diamonds hold- 
ing no more than two trumps, and 
some careful riming 

If declarer immediately cashes 
the are and king of diamonds and 
leads a third round, the defense ran 
prevail. East vans the third dia- 
mond, cashes the jack of hearts and 
leads a fourth round of diamonds 
and West can ruff higher than dum- 
my. Drawing two rounds of trumps 
before leading diamonds is equally 
futile— East wins and removes 
dummy’s last trump. 

Tbe winning technique s simple. 
After taking the ace of hearts, de- 
clarer should i mmediat ely duck a 
diamond. When South regains the 
lead, two rounds of trumps are 
dr aw n, followed by the ace and king 
of diamonds. If the suit breaks, de- 
clarer can draw the last trump. Aa 
the cards lie in the diagram, declarer 
can niff his remaining diamond for 
the fulfilling trick. 


Sabatini edges into last eight 
as Sanchez sequence ends 


SYDNEY (R) — Top seed Gab- 

riela Sabatini continued her 
shaky progress through the draw 
at the New South Wales Open 
Wednesday as luck finally ran out 
for men's defending champion 
Emilio Sanchez. 

Sabatini, who blazed her way 
to the same title in memorable 
style 12 months ago, again strug- 
gled for long periods before com- 
pleting a sketchy 6-4 4-6 6-2 
second round victory over Amer- 
ican Patty Fen dick. 

Spain’s Sanchez, who collected 
the men’s trophy at White City- 
last year without dropping a set. 
suffered a similar fate to die one 
brother Javier endured Tuesday 
by losing 7-6 6-4 to Sweden’s 
resurgent Jonas Svensson. 

The men's draw remains un- 
predictable, eighth seed Henrik 
Holm merely the latest casualty. 
His preparations for next week's 
Australian Open were abruptly 
curtailed by a 7-5 6-4 loss to 
another Swede, Nicklas Kulti, 
winner of last week’s Australian 
Hardcourt title. 

Kulti now plays top seed Pete 
Sampras, who stepped up a gear 




specialist Mark Woodforde 6-4 
6-3. 

Consistency is Sabatini's con- 
stant goal, too. but the Argentine 
player had one of her infuriating 
off-days against the gritty Fen- 
dick. 

The American squandered six- 
break points in the first set. was 
441 up at one stage in the second 
and hit a high percentage of sweet 
forehands past her startled oppo- 
nent. 

A stream of unforced errors 
proved her undoing, however, as 
Sabatini held on to secure a 
quarter-final place against Ger- 


many’s Barbara Rittner. 

"1 didn’t play well. This is my 
first tournament of the year but I 
think I’m going to get better each 
match," Sabatini said. 

Svensson 's win over Sanchez 
again demonstrated the narrow 
gap between the world’s best 100 
male players. 

The Swede, among the world's 
top 10 m 1991 , dropped out of the 
leading 10 last year. He found 
himself forced to qualify this 
week but remains a useful cus- 
tomer in Australian conditions. 

Little-known Australian 
Michael Tebbutt. ranked 870 on 
the computer, came cioGe to caus- 
ing his second shock of the week 
before losing out 2-6 7-6 6-2 to 
Italy’s Omar Camporese. 

Women’s seventh seed Lori 
McNeil failed to survive into the 
last eight. She was beaten 6-1 7-6 
by former champion Pam Shriv- 
er. 

South African Wayne Ferreira 
was in ambitious mood after 
crushing Australian Sandon Stol- 
le 64 6-2. 

The 21-year-old is convinced 
he can break into the world’s top 


HVb UbIUlb Uib HIU VI IIIW JUUi 

and has bought an apartment in 
Paris to ease the travelling press- 
ure between tournaments. 

Seles says hard to repeat 
1992 Grand Slam wins 

The world number one 
women’s tennis player. Monica 
Seles, admitted Wednesday it 
would be hard to repeat last 
year's three Grand Slam victor- 
ies. 

Seles, still only 19, told repor- 
ters before her defence of the 
year's first Grand Slam, the Au- 
stralian Open, that success in 




1993 would depend on her fit- 
ness. 

Seles won the Australian, 
French and United States. Opens 
last year. She was deprived of all 
four Grand Slams by world num- 
ber two, Germany’s Steffi Graf, 
who beat her in the Wimbledon 
finals. 

"I think last year was pretty 
lucky. The Australian Open was 
good but the French could have 
been Steffi’s or mine and in the 
U.S. Open I had a lot of luck with 
the draw," she said Wednesday. 

"It can’t go on being in three 




Seagram retired from horse racing 

LONDON (R) — Seagram, winner of the 1991 Grand National at 
Aintree, has been retired from horse racing after a series of below 
par performances. Trainer David Barons and owner Sir Eric 
Parker took the decision after the 13-year-old was pulled up in a 
meeting at Sandown. England. Seagram had not won a race since 
his Aintree victory, which capped a career of 16 wins and almost 
219,529 pounds sterling (S340.270) prize money. 

Girardelli wins third Super-G of season 

ST. ANTON, Austria (AP) — Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg 
won the season’s third Super-Giant slalom, posting his 40th World 
Cup victory to tie for second place on the all-time list. Girardelli 
and Pinnin Znrbriggen. the retired Swiss ace, now share second 
place, behind Swedish legend Ingemar Stenmark. who is far 
ahead with 86 World Cup victories. Girardelli, the Olympic 
Super-G silver medalist, collected 100 points for bis victory and 
now has 713 to Tomba’s 472. 

Bonaly leads women’s European skating 

HELSINKI (AP) — Two-time European champion Surya Bonaly 
of France, showing more artistry than before, moved into the lead 
of the women's singles at the European Figure Skating Cham- 
pionships while Russians Evgenia Shishkoiva and Vadim Naumov 
topped the pairs event. Bonaly. skating to jazz and percussion 
music, earned marks from 5.5 to 5.8 for her technical, short 
program which* counts one-third of the total score. Each skater is 
required to do certain free -style spins and jumps. A noted 
jumper, Bonaly, 19, has worked on her style to impress the 
judges. It showed as she ended with six first-place votes from the 
nine-judge panel. She bad the best technical marks of the event. 

Wright scores 2 to give Arsenal semifinal berth 

. LONDON (R) — England striker Ian Wright continued his goal 
plundering in cup matches, striking twice against Nottingham 
Forest to put Arsenal through to the semifinals of the League 
C«P- 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAYY JANUARY 15, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: An travagance and in the evening en- 
unaspected moon in Scorpio makes joy an amusing fellow associate, 
it a good day to do research and UBRA: (September 23 to October 
facilitate study that re quire 22) Your environment can be 
focus. Avoid a tendency to brood. ^ to gkr* in the morning after 
Unrwolved emotions lie just be- which do e ^ thing to ^family 
neath the surface. i — 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) In 
the morning devise a course of. 
action to handle obligations more 
successfully-, use care with bigwins 
in the afternoon but tonight go 
after new ambitions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consult an influential associate in 
the morning to increase your 
prosperity; then this afternoon 
avoid a scrappy newcomer; tonight 
enjoy proven pleasure with mate. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
more comprehensive approach at 
your duties is advised while in the 
afternoon don't argue over obliga- 
tions, tonight enjoy tbe company 
of longtime partners. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) New aims can steer you in 
right directions early; after lunch 
avoid a calculating person but 
tonight you can rid of pending 
tasks. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Do 
something special to please attach- 
ment in the morning; then don't let 
an annoyed associate get you down 
but tonight you can have romantic 
happiness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Come to a better understand- 
ing with a partner while later you 
will find it necessary to avoid ex- 


member while tonight visit a 
charming companion, relative. } 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novemj 
ber 21) Arrange for recreational 
activities in the morning but use 
care on the highway in the after- 
noon and tonight you see ways to 
increase income. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your borne can 
wisely daim your attention in the 
morning, after lunch be careful not 
to overextend your assets and 
tonight avoid forcing gaining aims; 
and nave a happy time with attach; 
merit. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get in touch with as 
many interesting associates as 
possible this morning, while 
tonight avoid forcing gaining aims; 
and nave a happy time with attach 2 
menL 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febnn 
ary 19) Go after your material 
ambitions in the morning while 
avoiding a secret anxkxy m the 
afternoon and tonight, long satis- 
factory pleasures are fine. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Stow your charm in the morn- 
ing and you get most anything you 
desire; but in die afternoon ward 
off a limiting acquaintance and 
tonight build practical assets. 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



SHAME ON You! OMlY A 
COWARD MOULD DO ATHiNS 
LIKE THISJ-WHY DIDN'T Vbu 
.TELL ME VbU NEEDEDM0NEV 

you know ro gnbYou the 
SHIRT OFF MY BACK.' 
HOW MUCH DO 






- . FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY W, 1993 J 

By "Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation ; 


Grand Slams and getting into the; 
finals of every tournament,” 
Seles said. 

World number three Gabriels' 
Sabatini, who is playing in the-. 
New South Wales Open in Syd-j 
ney this week, was also convinced! 
the left-hander can be beaten. ■: 
“I don’t think it will be hard to' 
catch up to Seles,” tbe Argenti-i 
nian told reporters in Sydney. 1 
‘'She's a very beatable player' 
because mentally she's very 
tough, but technically in her- 
game she is very beatable,” Saba-' 
tini added. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Back 
up assoaates instead of criticising 
than as the Moon squares Man. 
Uranus, Neptune. Mercury and 
the Sun. .Keep everything on an 
even keel and -dost take to heart 
any criticism by a loved one. 

ARIES:- (March 21 to April 19) 
Sticlc to working out problems 
already confronting you during the 
daytime- and avoid going off on a 
tangent that appeals to you or 
trouble developments. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Avoid obligations that have been 
bugging you for a while and look 
into some' interesting means by 
which, you - can ' gain tome new 
avenues that appeal to you. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Both influential persons and part- 
ners .ran. be~. a dissapointment in 
aidjngyo-u in .some outside condi- 
tions. so wail until evening before 
tackling them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have some important 
tasks to do and despite the tempta- 
tion to go off on some intriguing 
situation, be sure to complete 
promised chores instead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Pay- 
ment of debts and other promises 
made shook! be done before you 
yield to that desire tb go off with 
some old companion or to' long 
time pleasures. 

VIRGO: (August "22 to September 
22) Whatever you have that con- 


i THE BETTER HALF, Byi 

I . I a ' ” MARfiiS 


fiicts between family and an assoc£ 
ate requires some , care now in 
scheduling your time and eocfpcfc- 
so the neither is ignored. - - r 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have , a number of vitm. 
communications to get out se 
handle them effirieatty ftfsi, tbeq 
you can look to ways to improve 
your environmental conditions. - jj - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novcm 
ber 21) You need to early deddi 
whether to comwrtrate on ytxd 
business affairs or your creative 
expression of your talents for bow 
need action now. - - - ? 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your personal aimjj 
now and those of your famfly seem 
to be at loggerhead and since both 
are vital to your securing arrange 
desperate handling of them.-: - 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don’t allow a private 
anxiety to keep you from going out 
•and accomplishing those results (j 
which you have talent and' hav$ 
been looking forward fe. - - £ 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Februt 
ary 19) Friends and acquaintance^ 
can be a real disappointment few 
you but if you spend'yeur tim^ 
working out your own practical 
affairs all is well. 


PISCES: (February 20 to Marcfi 
20) Consider your own persona! 
wishes now and don’t let a higbeS 
up get you down by discouraginj : 
you about how best to express you 


By Harris' 



Unsc ra m b le these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Ftfnt answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) - 

Jumbles: ENSUE CAKED PAYOR? BEFOUL 
Answer What those comes had tar breakfast— 
COFFEE AND "PUNS’ 1 



THE Daily ^Crossword 



by Craig Schultz 


aaaaii 

MHK 


?■■■■ umm» •!■■■ 
aaaaaaaaaajaaaal 

Bill ill! JHII 


!■■■ annul 


32 Much 

33 Ffrst try atone 

34 Book by Roger 
Kahn 

37 G eologi c tttne 
periods 

38 HghSng men 
"39 Israeli 

40 Letter 

41 KM Of School 

42 Bow open 

43 Alan or Cheryl 
44^ythe — ofthe 

y'vam 
45 Estate houses 
48 Forbade 

52 Excuse 

53 dess base 

54 AJTecBpn 

55 Plumber's stock 

56 Concerning 

57 Ireland 
58Htodsntoot 
59 AoOveone 

.60 Pr eh ist oric tool 


JMem MMh SMtfcW. IM. 
MMchunmma 


SfissebaTsMel 
9"— o'the 
Green" 

10 Dvorak 
it Thought 

12 Tomb great — 
Smith 

13 Hanks and 
Cruise --- 

21 Cowboy 
competition 

22 Southern dish 
24 Rkficutous 
25CuHwof a 

2 BLogrthGkSngs 
27 Waicnotogy 


gjlf j 

HI 


It Punk Soto* 


nnnn nran -f ifisv, 
nranm finnnn norm, 
nnrcrjnnnnnninnnnri, 
nnn -nnnn nnnnn' 
nnnn nnnn ■ 
~nnnnn ttuui non; 
□mm rannnn non- 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn: 
nnn unarm nnnn; 
non nnnn nnnnnm 
nnnin nnnn i 
nnonr.i ann~ non 
ponnonnnrinnnnFini 
nnnn no nnn nnmst 
niHin- nonnn noon? 


1 Caustic 

29 Vigilant 



2 tmpoWa 

3 God o< tow 

30 Writer Ephron 

31 SUMO — 

42 Track paira 

.48 Approximately 

4 Not 'dexterous 

32 — a* a beet 

43 Rounded peris 

WHadon 

5 Tastily under 

33 Know^t-sd 

44. Personal staff - 

50 Wicked 

oath 

35 PtOKyounds 
30 Oratory 

4$ Adas hems 

51 Smafi 

6 Dabytte flower 

46 Got down. 

hofiOw 

7 Loud notan 

41 Pastor's group 

47Pabn tree 

S3 Craze 













Financial 

Markets 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U-S- DoBnr hi Ilfc i MIhml Mlirtu 



European Cnmeugr tiuk 


Currency 

1 MTH 


6 MTHS 


U-S- Dollar 

RH 

3.25 

3.37 

w; 

Stcrtittg Pound 

EER 

6.67 

6.75 

KEB 

Deutsche Mart 

g.so 

6.31 


7J7 

Swiss Franc 

5.43 

■ 5.50 

5.31 


French Franc 

IJ.37 

11.37 

10.25 

B9 

Japanese Yen 

3. 75 

3.65 


mm 

European Currency Uni! 

MM 

10.18 

9.81 

9.06 



Metal 

1 328.00 

6.45 

Silver 


■ 15 / 1/93 






Currency 


(IJ. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 1 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


J apa n ese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Belgian Franc 


- Per I OS 

Other CurrandM 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira* 


Saudi Riyai 


Qatari Riyai 


Egyptian Found 


Omani Riyai 


Greek Drachma* 


'ypriot Pound 


6 rtr IN 

CAB Indies* for , 



0.456 5 

0.4608 

0.1240 

0.1246 

0.5465 

0.5492 

0.3747 

0.3766 

0.0923 

0.0928 

0.0456 

0.0460 ' 

- 0.02047 

0.02057 

■teaae 15/I/&9 ■ 

BM 

Offer 

1.7970 

1.8180 

M52SKII 

0.03915 

0.1833 

0.1845 

2.2350 • 

WB BBS 

0.1866 

0.1880 ' 


0.2150 

1.7560- . . 

1.7750 

0.1666 

0.1880 

0.31S2S 

0.32525 

1.4125 

1.4325 


Anhaa Hmadd Htarfut 



Industry Sector 


Services Sector 


HMJ,.!.!. 1 


uri.T.i— 1 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and setting rates km 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at rnkfaesrion 

on the London Foreran Exchange and bullion markets Wednes-. 

day. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.2795/800 

Canadian dollar 


1.6305/15 



1.8380/90 

Dutch guilders 


1.4985/90 

Swiss francs 


33.61/6 S 

Belgfad francs 


5.5300/50 

French francs 


1508/1510 

Italian lire 


125.95/126.00 

Japanese yen 


7.4900/5000 

Swedish crowns 


6.9690/790 



63150/250 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

1.5470/80 


'One ounce- of gold 

$327.95/328.45 





K£vin Costner in Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows; 12:30, 3:15, feOO. XJO. Hk30 
Free Car Parking 
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Sweden’s premier sees stronger crown 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden’s 
Prime Minister Carl Bildt, de- 
fending a controversial budget! 
pruning bade the country’s wel- 
fare state, said Tuesday be is 
determined not to repeat the 
mistakes of the 1980s. 

In an interview with Reuters, 
the prime minister also said the 
Swedish crown is likely to float 
tor some considerable time but 
added the value of the crown' 
should firm as Swedish export 
prices {tick op. 

“The important dung is not to 
repeat the mistakes of the 1980s. 
This budget shows we are aware 
of that We will get strong im- 
provement... it won't be quick 
but it will happen,” Mr. BikH 
.'said. 

Mr. Bildt partly blames 
Sweden's recession, now entering 


its third year, on the highly ex- 
pansive financial policies under 
the opposition Social Democrats 
in the 1980s which led to growing 
inflation, increased borrowing 
and an overheated .economy. 

Sweden was forced to let the 
crown float freely on foreign ex- 
change markets on Nov. 29 as 
pessimism about the country's - 
economy fuelled widespread spe- 
culation against the currency. 

It had previously unilaterally 
pegged the crown to the Euro- 
pean Currency Unit (ECU). 

“Under current circumstances 
we have to be prepared for the 
crown floating during a consider- 
able period of time/' Mr. Bildt 
said. But he added it “is reason- 
able to assume that well get a 
stronger crown as our export 
figures start to improve.” 


Swedish exports are expected 
to rise around five per cent this 
year and eight per cent next year. 

Mr. BiJdt says ins minority 
centre-right government is now 
on course to pull Sweden out of 
recession. 

. On Monday, Finance Minister 
Anne Wibble presented a budget 
that will slash 16.8 billion crowns 
($2.27 billion) off costs and make 
the unemployed, students and 
pensioners worse off. 

Mr. Biidt said the budget 
would help improve the economy 
and keep underlying inflation at 
two per cent in the next two 
years. 

The budget forecasts state 
spending deficit this fiscal year of 
198.3 billion crowns ($26.8 bil- 
lion) and a 162.3 billion crown 
($21.9 billion) shortfall in the 


Iran Majlis commission 
trims 10% of draft budget 


NICOSIA (R) — The head of ■ 
key Iranian parliamentary panel 
said Tuesday it bad trimmed 10 
■per cent from the government's 
. proposed budget for next year 
but confirmed a planned devalua- 
tion of the riyai. 


meat would cut allocations for 
some development projects rath- 
er. than borrow from the central 
bank. 

Tehran’s Resalat daily quoted 
Mr. Shahroodi as saying two 
.weeks ago that the draft dveresti- 


Econo mists branded as inf] a- . mated Iran's oil income at $17.9 
tionary and unrealistic the gov- bttJkxi and he was sure total gov- 


ernment's draft budget for the 
year starting March 21 which 
would nearly double expenditure 
and incorporate a sharp devalua- 
tion of the riyai for much of the 
economy. 

“To make the budget figures 
more realistic, the proposed ceil- 
ing, has been reduced by 10 per 
cent" Tehran radio quoted Hos- 
sein Hosseini Shahroodi, head erf 
the Majlis (parliament) finance 
commission, as saying. 

’Total government revenue 
has now been set at more than 20 
trillion riyals,” Mr. Shahroodi 
said, down from 23.5 trillion in 
the draft presented by President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to 
Majlis last month. 

Mr. Shahroodi said in case of a 
revenue shortfall, the govern- 


eminent revenue would not ex- 
ceed 17 trillion riyals. 

The draft has to be approved 
by Majlis after revisions in sever- 
al commissions, including fi- 
nance. 

The draft envisages no deficit 
because government revenue is 
bulged as a result of the floating 
of the currency. The government 


Organisation Massoud Roghani 
Zanjani, quoted by Jomhuri Esla- 
mi newspaper, said supplying 
cheap dollars was an 'illogical" 
way of supporting domestic in- 
dustry which the government 
wanted to stop. 

Instead the government would 
pay 2.4 trillion riyals in subsidies, 
most of it for items of general 
consumption like bread and 
sugar, he said. 

Mr. Shahroodi said one trillion 
in the budget was earmarked for 
pay rises for civil servants, includ- 
ing 330 billion for rises unpaid 
since they were announced two 
years ago. 

He said plans were made to 


plans to stop selling most sectors .boost tax revenue, which tradi- 
do liars at concessionary rates of tonally falls short of targets, by 


about 67 and 600 riyals from next 
year. The floating rate is current- 
ly about 1,500 nyals per dollar. 
. “The policy of adopting a uni- 
fied exchange rate is a brave step 
whidi will be very beneficial for 
die improving the economic sys- 
tem although it might cause some 
tensions," Mr. Shahroodi said. 

The hea/t of Plan and Budget 


□sing computers to overhaul the 
“old and corruptible" taxation 
system. 


year starting July 1. 

It drew immediate criticism 
from the opposition Social 
Democrats whose leader Ingvar 
Carlsson called it a “catas- 
trophe." He demanded more 
spending on infrastructure and 
training in order to mop up the 
rising tide of unemployment. 

But Mr. Bildt remained confi- 
dent the measures would become ■ 
taw. “There wiO probably be a 
struggle, but 1 see nothing that 
would lead to an acute problem in. 
parliament," he said. 

Mr. BQdt also said one of his 
goals was to bring Swedish in- 
terest rates down to the same 
level as German rates. “The goal 
is that the interest rate differen- 
tial versus (German) rates should 
be as little as possible," he said. ' 


Guinness 
eliminates 
700 whisky ; 
jobs 

LONDON ( AP) — Guinness Pic* 
the liquor giant, said Tuesday it 
will eliminate .700 jobs in a cost-' 
cutting campaign at its United 
Distillers whisky business in Scot- 
land. Guinness said five distiller- 
ies and three bottling operations 
will be shut as the jobs are 
eliminated over the next two 
years. United Distillers now has 
about 5,000 workers in Scotland. 
Guinness is at the same time 
modernising its operations 
through a £125 million ($1925 
million) programme for both the 
whisky business in ' Scotland and 
its cruzcampo beer business hi 
Spain, where a round of job arts 
is soon to be announced. 
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PRIVATE LESSONS 

Offered by American university graduates for all 
school levels. 

For further information call or 
leave a message at #686794 


VILLA REQUIRED 

Head of diplomatic mission requires a villa for rent ' 
spacious enough to undertake related social activities. 4 
Please forward written offers including a short description 
and plans of the house to; * 

P.O.Box 926794, 

Amman, Jordan 


CAR FOR SALE 

2-door Nissan Pathfinder 4x4, 1990 model, 28000 
km. A/C and stereo. White exterior and burgandy 
interior. 

Duty not paid. Price U.S.S10.500. 

Tel.: 680134 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

In the most beautiful location of Amman, in front of the 
Chinese embassy. With terraces for parties, American-style 
salons, Italian-made dining room that accommodates twelve 
persons. Swedish bedroom, Arablan-style sitting room, three 
bathrooms, oak-wood kitchen, with a net area of 200 square 
metres, with telephone and independent central heating. 

For information, please call tel. 605515 from 10 am. 
till 9 pm. 


ivrru 



mO suit all budgets 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 829882 / 829883 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

IN EXCELLENT CONDITION 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, dining room, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen, 2 balconies, T.V. and video, telephone, 
washing machine, parking space and independent central 
heating. 

Location between 4th and 5th Circles. 

Interested,, please call owner at #674286 


Harley Davidson and the Marlboro Man 

Shows: 12 l». 330, fcl5, 830, 1030 

Th. + Fr. special show tor chSdren at 11:00 

The Fox And The Hound 




... AND YOU WERE 
ALREADY LATE f 



‘Welcome New World Order” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25, 1 993 following the theatre’s holiday 
Happy New Year 


/ 


For your next car rental plans, 
choose the professionals. 

SWAN NATIONAL RENT A CAR 

S 694-882 


Three major 
Jordanian firms 
unify purchases 
in a joint tender 

By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three Jordanian public shareholding companies 
hove given their private operations an extra power, a stronger 
rational bind and a loader voice in international business circles 
when they launched their first joint tender few days, agu in 
response to the idea put by His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to Jordanian businesses to group their foreign purchases 
to achieve greater benefits. 

According to engineers Isa Matameh, Shukri Ukleh and 
Fawzi Hamzeh, heads of procurement departments at the Arab 
Potash Co., the Phosphate Mining Co. and the Jordan Cement 
Co. respectively, a committee representing the three companies 
was formed last year to study channelling various foreign 
purchases of equipment and spare parts through joint tenders. 

Mr. Matameh said the task was not easy as each company had 
to check its stock and evaluate its needs for a year in addition to 
preparing technical specifications for each item amid the 
necessary administrative requirements ar each company. 

After a thorough examination of needed materials and 
equipment, the committee decided to launch the first joint 
tender this year and Chose as a trial experiment importing tyres 
and conveyor belts. 

Mr. Matameh said that both items were very much used and 
bad great similarity in specifications at the three companies. 

Mr. Ukleh emphasised that studies that had been done on 
unifying purchase orders were comprehensive and detailed and 
there wss no possibility that the newly-adopted system would 
fail. 

He said that the reason behind describing the first tender as 
experimental was only to evaluate the feedback from suppliers 
and examine how best the terms of the tender should be 
amended if need be. 

“The evaluation of this experimental tender is absolutely not 
to see if the system is viable or not. The set up is unquestionably 
here to stay," Mr. Ukleh stressed. 

Both engineers highlighted the following advantages that 
would be of great value to the three companies: 

1) Forming a substantial purchasing unit that would sharpen 
supply offers to best quality at cheapek prices due to the higher 
import volume; 

2) Exchange information and other benefits among the three 
Jordanian companies; 

3) Narrow specification differences of needed products and, 
in the long run, create unified requirements: 

4) Obtain better delivery terms from foreign suppliers: 

5) Form larger stocks of a product that can fulfill the needs of 
the three companies at all times. 

Mr. Ukleh and Mr. Matameh said the new unit would, in 
addition, be a detriment to any supplier against fallacies because 
any misconduct on the part of the exporter would cause a 
large-scale damage to his/its reputation in Jordan and in ihe 
region for having failed to property honour a huge order *c a 
major and main Mideast importer. 

The engineers estimated the tyres and conveyor belts' order 
to be roughly in the range of S3 million. 

Mr. Hamzeh highly esteemed the Crown Prince’s idea to 
merge foreign purchases and credited Ali Ensour, the director- 
general of the Arab Potash Co., for translating the idea into a 
real function. 

He said that it was Mr. Ensour’s deep knowledge of the 
phosphate company, whidi he had headed in the past, that 
enabled him to follow up on establishing the new body to launch 
joint tenders. 

“Honestly, the link started between the phosphate and potash 
companies and we (the cement company) were invited to join 
later,'' Mr. Hamzeh said. 

Mr. Hamzeh drew parallels between the group of the three 
companies and the Central Tenders Committee which launches 
all government tenders and noted that the system was very 
efficient and cost saving. 

The cement company engineer estimated that the total 
volume of foreign purchases for the three companies would be 


less than $50 million annually as not all the equipment and 
spares qualify to be launched in joint tenders. 

He scud that a few other firms might join the tender 


consortium soon. He expected them to be mainly the petroleum 
refinery, the white cement company, the electricity authority, 
the iron and steel companies and the tobacco company. 

“I don't think the pharmaceutical companies can join us 
because their operations are quite different but. nevertheless, 
they can merge their own foreign purchases in joint tenders like 
us,” Mr. Hamzeh pointed out. 


FOR RENT 

2-bedroom, well-furnished apartment, close 
to and overlooking the U.S. embassy. 

Calf (Zakaria) at Tef. 672842 


REQUIRED 

Qualified housemaids and married couples are required 
10 work for families in Jordan. 

Please call: Tel. 819805 between 9 am.-12 noon. 
Seven days a week. No agent please! 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR REET 

1. Um Uthaina (behind Shmeisani Petrol Station) 3 bed- 
rooms. reception, living, dining, 2 bathrooms, kitchen,- 
breakfast area. Deluxe furniture, separate central heat- 
ing, lift and own car park. 

Call Tel. 646480 

2. Jabal Amman (between 2nd and 3rd Circles). 3 bed-: 
rooms, reception, living, dining, 2 bathrooms and. 
kitchen. Separate central heating and private telephone.: 

Call Tet. 644965 


“VILLA FOR RENT IN KHALDA~ 

Two-floor villa, separate central heating and entr^ 
ance for each. Big garden and garage. Rental can 
be separate or for both. 

GROUND FLOOR: Unfurnished 3 bedrooms, 3 bath-j 
rooms, big kitchen, living area and guest room, store] 
room. Total area 230 sq.m. Two sitting areas looking 
Into the garden. ; 

FIRST FLOOR: Fumished/unfumished 3 bedrooms, 3: 
bathrooms, huge American fitted kitchen with break-: 
fast area. Big guest/dining area. Store roerre 
Terrace/balconies. Please call 840011 
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Children devastated by Sri Lankan wars 

COLOMBO (AP) — A decade of ethnic conflicts has ravaged Sri 
Lanka's children who face poverty, malnutrition and tTauma every 
day of their lives, the United Nations Children's Fund (ITNICEF). 
said Tuesday. Children have been orphaned, crippled and deprived 
of education because of the lingering Tamil war in the north and a 
■) I9S7-1989 ethnic revolt in the" .south, the fund said. It gave no 
1 figures of how many children had suffered , but a government study 
said last year about -WT .000 children were affected by the Tamil 
war and the abortive Sinhalese revolt. The Tamil separatist war has 
claimed more than 17 JCO lives since it began in 1983. As many as 
50.000 people arc believed to have been killed in a brutal 
government crackdown on members of a leftist Sinhalese Party that 
tried lo overthrow the government. The conflicts have had “a 
devastating impact on the quality of life of children and women,” 
UNICEF said while signing its fifth country programme in Sri 
Lanka. Under the programme. UNICEF will contribute S36.8 
million in assistance to the government for the welfare of children, 
mainiv through nutrition and control of infant mortality rates. 

‘3RA man shol dead without warning’ 

ENNISKILLEN. Northern Ireland (R) — Undercover British 
soldiers shot dead one of the Irish Republican' Army's (IRA) 
guerrillas without giving him a chance to surrender, a Nonhem 
Ireland inquest has ruled. Seamus McElwaine. 25. was killed and a 
second IRA guerrilla was wounded in 1986 near the village of 
Rnslcu. near the Irish border, as they prepared a bomb ambush 
against security forces. At the time of the shooting. McElwaine was 
on the run alter escaping from the top security Maze prison with 
other members of the IRA. He was serving a life sentence for the 
murder of two members of the security forces. A jury at a coroner's 
court in Enniskillen agreed that troops had not challenged 
McElwaine before he was hit by an initial burst of gunfire. The jury 
also said they fired again five minutes later as McElwaine lay 
injured. 

Mass field for Nigerian presidency 

ABUJA (R) — Retired army officers, former politicians and 
wealthy merchants arc among 102 people in the race for Nigeria's 
civilian presidency, and a military government official said the 
number could swell to 6CQ. The mass field for the presidency has 
heightened concern that a difficult selection process might inflame 
regional rivalries and result in large-scale poll fraud of the kind that 
scuttled fast year's attempt to pick a new executive leader. The 
right-of-cenire National Republican Convention (NRC) reported 
55 candidates to 47 for the moderate leftist Soda! Democratic Party 
(SDPi. Two of the candidates are women. After a convoluted 
selection process in all 50 states, each party must produce one 
candidate for a June 12 poil before President Ibrahim Babangida's 
planned handover in August. 

Kidnapped Aga Khan official feared dead 

KARACHI. Parisian •; Rl — A Pakistani tycoon and senior 
representative oi Pri-’ce K.irim Aga Khan kidnapped eight months 
ago is feared dene, officials said. Ashiq Ali Hussain. 58. is thought 
to have died abcu; - week after he was kidnapped by three armed 
men on a Karachi street on May 17 last year, said an* official of the 
Citizens-Police Liaison crmninee (CPLA). “He suffered from 
severe diabetes and probably died a week after he was kidnapped” 
said Nasccm Haji. a founder of the private group, which has 
crusaded for three years to hall a rash of kidnappings in southern 
Pakistan. He may have gone into a coma and his kidnappers would 
have been unable to seek hospital treatment. Mr. Haji said. Mr. 
Hussain was a prominent figure in the Ismaili sect headed by the 
Aga Khan and was president of the Aga Khan Federation Council 
of Pakistan. "We still hope to solve this mystery and have not given 
up the investigation." Mr. Haji said. 

Bush gete ‘ctesn bill of health’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush emerged smiling 
from Belhesda Naval Hospital after his annual physical examina- 
tion Tuesday, holding both thumbs up. "Clean bill of health.” the 
president said. Dr. Burton Lee. the White House physician, said 
upon Mr. Bush's return to work in the Oval Office, "there isn't 
anything” wrong with the president. Dr. Lee said no recurrences 
were found of tire non-cancerous skin growths that had been 
removed from Mr. Bush's face last March. In a brief written 
statement iatcr. Dr. Lee disclosed that Mr. Bush was injected with 
cortisone to ease ’‘recent persistent pain” in his left hip. He 
provided no other details on the pain or the treatment, but said that 
over the past four >ears Mr. Bush's "osteoarthritic problems with 
his hips ...have not progressed significantly." 

Court upholds CIA’s dismissal of gay spy 

WASHINGTON ?AP) — The Central Intelligence Agency's 
(ClAl firing of a jay >,\v on grounds that he posed a threat to 
national security was upheld Tuesday by a federal appellate court. 
A three-judge punc! of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia said the CIA had a legitimate concern about Lhe spy's 
" trustworthiness in light of the fact that he hid information about 
his involvement in honiOMjvaal aci'niiy despite suspecting or 
knowing that l Ik. agency considered such involvement to be a 
matter of >ecuril\ significance." The appeals court overturned a 
federal judge's ruling that ‘.he spy. identified in court papers only 
by the fictitious name John Doe. was denied due process when then 
CIA Director William Casey fired him 1982. 

Grand jury refuses to indict senator 

NORFOLK lAPi — A grand jury declined Tuesday to indict 
Senator Charscs Robb, voting not to charge him in an alleged 
eavesdropping scheme against Virginia Governor L. Douglas 
Wilder, me outcome of the panel's 28-month probe was 
announced by the Justice Department in Washington. The grand 
jury investigating whether Sir. Robb participated in a plan to 
embarrass Mr. Wilder by leaking a transcript of a secretly recorded 
telephone conservation. In that 198ft cellular phone conversation. 

; Mr. Wilder, then lieutenant governor, boasted to a supporter that 
V Mr. Robb's politic.il career was over. Mr. Robb. 53. is a son-in-law 
of the late president Lyndon B. Johnson and served as Virginia 
governor before he was elected to the Senate 19SX. Though both 
Democrats. Mr. Wilder and Mr. Robb hast feuded for years. Mr. 
Robb 'aides had hoped m show that Mr. Wilder was trying to 
undercut Mr. Robo. who taced allegations of drug use and marital 
infidelity. Mr. Robb has denied those charges. 

Balloon launch put off when hole found 

; RENO (AP! — An attempt at man's first non-stop balloon flight 
■ a;r>und the world, already plagued by bad luck for nearly a year, hit 
another snag Tuesday as crews prepared for a pre-dawn liftoff. A 
hole the size of .i small coin was found m the lower, air-filled 
balloon used as an anchor on the hourglass-shaped craft. The upper 
balloon contains helium; the crew capsule is between the two. “It 
looks like a bum h« •!•?. probably from a torch." said Lynne 
Neuman, wife of balloon pilot Larry Newman. The launch of the 
Earthwinds Hilton, initially scheduled for between 4 u.m. and 6 
a.m., was put on hold until the hole could be repaired. Tempera- 
tures dipped below zero (-18 c) for the scheduled launch, which was 
: to carry Mr. New nun, fellow American Don Moses and Russian 
; cosmonaut Vladimir Dzhanihckov Hi kilometres in the air to hitch 
; a 32, 000- kilometre ride on the jet stream. Fickle weather thwarted 
! a launch 11 months ago in Ohio and hud put the programme on 
hold here since mid-November. The plan calls for the double 
; balloon craft to soar for 12 to 21 days at jetliner attitude. Crew 
meteorologists said the current high-level winds are nearly ideal 
! and Earthwinds could circle the globe in only 10 to 12 days. 

! Dutch to haive armed forces 


r THE HAGUE (API — The government has unveiled sweeping 
cuts in the armed forces, including a phased abolition of the 
nation's 130-year-old draft over the next five years. “Only an 
all-volunteer army could, in the long term, create sufficient room 
for the guarantee of quality” in a much smaller force. Defence 
Minister Relus Ter Beek said in a statement to parliament. 


Security forces relax 
curfew in riot-hit Bombay 


BOMBAY (Agencies) — Secur- 
ity forces Wednesday relaxed cur- 
fews imposed on riot-tom areas 
of Bombay as Indian police re- 
ported the frenzied communal 
violence that has raged for the 
past week was abating. 

Residents in India's commer- 
cial capital complained of grow- 
ing shortages and sharply in- 
creased prices for fresh food after 
seven days of communal blood- 
shed halted deliveries of petrol, 
vegetables and staples. 

"The city is comparatively 
peaceful, with the accent on com- 
paratively,” said one police offic- 
er. “But there's still some reports 
of scattered stone-throwing and 
fires.” 

The Times of India said at least 
480 people have died in the 
dramatic* flare-up of Hindu- 
Musiim bloodshed in Bombay, 
triple the official toll. 

It quoted coroners contacted 
at six Bombay hospitals as saying 
the death toll during communal 
riots since Jan. 6 was 481 and 
likely to top 500. 

At least 77 people have also 
died in bloodshed in the city of 
Ahmadabad, to the north of 
Bombay. 

Police said they had relaxed 
curfews imposed in 20 areas of 


Bombay for six hours during the 
morning. Many shops, dosed for 
almost a week as gangs of arson- 
ists roamed the streets, reopened, 
and commuter trains were run- 
ning. 

But the country's main stock 
exchange remained dosed. 

Bombay Member of Parlia- 
ment Sunil Dutt Wednesday said 
he was resigning in protest against 
the “barbarous a cts” of looting, 
arson and killing in Bombay. 

Police repeatedly opened fire 
to quell continued riots in Bom- 
bay Tuesday, as authorities said 
the week-long wave of arson and 
killings was on the wane and 
Defence Minister Shared Pawaf 
appealed for businesses to 
reopen. 

The government has rushed 
more than 6,000 troops to Bom- 
bay to quell the bloodshed in 
which scores of people have been 
stabbed and hundreds of houses 
and shops set ablaze. 

The Times of India said the 
frenzied violence appeared to be 
part of a deliberate campaign to 
force Muslims to leave. 

Thousands of families have 
taken trams out of the dty, once 
known for its tolerance. 

“It is to strike so much terror in 
the hearts of the minority com- 


Angolan conflict spreads 
but Luanda hopes for talks 


LUANDA (R) — Angola's war 
with Jonas Savimbi’s rebel 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UN- 
IT A) movement has spread to the 
northern oilfields, but govern- 
ment officials in Luanda say they 
are optimistic peace talks could 
start within days. 

Angolan state radio said Tues- 
day at least 400 people had died 
in fighting with a battle for the 
central city of Cuito. 

Both sides claimed to control 
the greater part of the city but the 
radio said virtually every buidlmg 
showed signs of the battle and 
bodies had still to be collected. 

A government official said 
President Jose Eduardo dos San- 
tos was ready to talk to Mr. 
Savimbi about ways to get their 
1991 ceasefire bade on track, but 
only inside Angola. 

Mr. Savimbi told Portuguese 
radio in a satellite-telephone in- 
terview they should meet under 
United Nations auspices in Gene- 
va. 

“I am ready at any time, but 
not in Luanda, never.” he said. 

Angolan Foreign Minister 
Venancio de Moure said in reac- 
tion to Mr. Savimbi’s proposal 


that any talks with Mr. Dos San- 
tos would have to be preceded by 
a meeting of senior government 
and UNITA representatives in- 
side Angola. 

Possible venues for talks be- 
tween Angolan military chief 
Joao de Matos and leaders of 
UNITA included Windhoek, 
Addis Ababa and Lusaka, milit- 
ary officials said. 

Angolan state radio said the 
politburo of the ruling Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA) Party had met 
Tuesday to assess the political 
and miutafy situation. 

It said the MPLA was not 
trying to destroy UNITA, but the 
UNITA army could not be toler- 
ated. 

“The defence of the people 
...by the government and the 
armed forces should not be misin- 
terpreted as an attempt physically 
to eliminate UNITA," the radio 
said, quoting a politburo state- 
ment. 

“This is demonstrated by the fart 
that the government is respecting 
the lives and physical and moral 
integrity of all UNITA cardes and 
militants captured during 
dashes.” 


Senate committee confirms 
Bentsen even before hearing 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Treas- 
ury Secretary-designate Lloyd 
Bentsen said Tuesday tax in- 
creases and cuts in popular be- 
nefit programmes will have to be 
considered if the government's 
record budget deficit is to be 
controlled. 

Mr. Bentsen cautioned law- 
makers considering his nomina- 
tion that they may have to take 
some risks to bring about 
President-elect Bill Clinton's goal 
of giving every worker “a person- 
al chance at the American 
dream." 

The Senate Finance Commit- 
tee. which Mr. Bentsen has 
headed for six years, took the 
unusual step of confirming his 
nomination unanimously before 
it heard from him and before the 
nomination was received by the 
Senate. Mr. Clinton cannot for- 
mally submit his cabinet nomina- 
tions until he takes office in eight 
days. 

Mr. Bentsen said the defidt 
will make it more difficult to 
gram the middle-class tax cut 
promised by Mr. Clinton. 

A lax reduction is "one of the 
options still being weighed,” Mr. 
Bentsen said. Because of the 


deficit, he added, “the options 
are going to be tougher than they 
were.” 

“The challenge continues for 
us all.” Mr. Bentsen said. 

The challenge indudes fairer 
taxes, balanced spending and 
government income, expanded 
job training, trade, saving and 
investment, and assured quality 
health care to all, he said. 

“Achieving these ends might 
require decisions that prove un- 
popular." Mr. Bentsen said. “But 
we must remember the overriding 
goal — President-elect Clinton’s 
first priority — to put our eco- 
nomy on course so every Amer- 
ican has the prospect of a life- 
enriching job a personal chance 
at the .American dream.” 

The veteran Democratic sena- 
tor from Texas did not explain 
whether those unpopular deci- 
sions might include a tax in- 
crease, but said Mr. Clinton was 
deciding which specific measures 
were needed. Presumably, that 
includes whether to abandon or 
defer a campaign promise of a tax 
cut for the middle class. 

Mr. Bentsen and fellow Demo- 
crats pushed for a similar tax 
reduction last year. 


munity that its members have no 
choice other than to flee either to 
predominantly Mostiffl parts of 
the dty, or worse still, out at 
Bombay altogether,” the paper 
said in a front-page editorial 
headlined “End Bombay’s 
agony.*’ 

The latest eruption of violence 
followed nationwide Hindu- 
Muslim dashes in December trig- 
gered by the destruction of a 16m 
century masque by Hindu mili- 
tants in the northern town of 
Ayodhya. 

Hardline Hindus want India, a 
nation of 870 million people, 
declared a Hindu state. There are 
more than 100 million Muslims in 
India, and the ruling Congress 
Party government has said it is 
essential to maintain the secular 
nature of India. 

Editors of nme-Bombay news- 
papers Wednesday appealed to 
Prune Minister P.V. Narashnba 
Rao to help end the bloodbath. 

They urged him to dedans a 
state of partial emergency in 
Bombay, so that full control 
could be handed over to the 
army. 

They said more security forces 
were also needed to regain con- 
trol. 

“The dty is watching potitt- 


Bush 
to release 
key data 
on Iran role 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush will release his 
private testimony to federal pro- 
secutors probing the Iran-contra 
scandal, along with personal 
notes he matte. White House 
Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the White 
House would release this week 
the full text and a videotape of 
the interview conducted in 1988 
by investigators for Lawrence 
Walsh, the special prosecutor 
charged with investigating the 
scandal. 

“It will be good for the presi- 
dent because it dearly shows that 
he doesn’t have ariy involvemerH 
here that’s questionable in a legal 
sense,” Mr. Fitzwater said. 

He said Mr. Bush also would 
release his “notes that are re- 
levant to “Iran-contra” but that 
“they don’t add anything mater- 
ially to the debate. Certainly they 
pale in comparison to the trans- 
cript.’’ 

The existence of the handwrit- 
ten notes only came to light last 
month, after the White House 
offered them to Mr. Walsh’s 
office. Until then, Mr. Bush bad 
insisted all documents bad been 
submitted. * 

Mr. Bush had asked for the 
release of the testimony, but Mr. 
Walsh declined contending it was 
confidential information that bad- 
been presented to a grand jury. 
He relented by giving Mr. Bush 
the videotape to “do whatever he 
wanted.” 

Mr. Walsh and Mr. Bush have 
been at bitter odds since the 
president last month thwarted the 
prosecutor’s probe by granting 
pardons to six key targets. 

At the time of the pardons, Mr. 
Bush claimed that prosecution of 
the six amounted to the "crimina- 
lization of policy differences” and 
said they trod acted out of “pat- 
riotism." 

An angry Walsh in retaliation 
threatened to focus his attention 
on Mr. Bush’s role hr the affair. 
The White House then pressed 
for release of the president’s testi- 
mony. 

Mr. Bush has insisted that as 
vice-president he was “out of the 
loop” when it came to knowing 
the details of the scheme, in 
which arms were covertly sold to 
Iran and the mohey diverted to 
the U.S.-backed contra rebels in 
Nicaragua. 



with Hoc 
following 


22, and Asfaraf AH, 10, taft to the press 
ads at a said refugee camp in Bombay 
annual riots (AFP photo) 


dans playing power games, while 
people are bring butchered in the 
streets,” the editors said in the 
appeal printed in the leading 
business paper, the Economic 
Times. 

In one of the worst incidents 
Tuesday, a Hindu woman who 
serves on a municipal council in 
central Bombay led a mob of 300 
Hindus that set fire to 100 shacks 
in a Muslim slum, police said. 

The woman — identified as 
Shantadai Ramesh Baria — and 
another member of the group 
were shot and killed when police 
opened fire and eva cuat ed 45 
Muslim families whose homes 
were destroyed, said Ghan- 
sbayam Changlani, an assistant 
commissioner of police. 

“This was a major attack,” Mr. 


Changlani said as he led a few 
reporters down narrow dirt roads 
filled with burned huts, cars and 
debris. “She led the group, ex- 
horting the masses, ‘Attack 
attack.’” 

The Hindus followed her be- 
cause they had heard a rumour 
that the Muslim population in the 
community had filled their homes 
with firebombs and planned to 
attack the Hindus. Mr. Changlani 
said. 

Potice~also shot and wounded 
II Hindus as the mob bit the 
houses with firebombs and rags 
soaked in kerosene, he said. As 
in other violent areas of the dty. 
soldiers are now standing guard 
and trying to prevent more vio- 
lence. 


Georgia stand-off ends, 
Tajik fighting spreads 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Russian 
military said Tuesday it had set- 
tied a tense confrontation with 
Georgian troops and begin turn- 
ing over weapons to Georgian 
government troops following a 
standoff at a Russian army base 
in the southern former Soviet 
republic, news media reported. 

Russia Major General Viktor 
Ivanenkov, head of military in- 
telligence in the region, said 46 
Russian servicemen were allowed 
to leave the base at Lagodekhi, 
the Interfax news agency said. 

The base had been surrounded 
by Georgian soldiers Sunday. 
Russians claimed the men were 
being held hostage, but Georgian 
troops said they simply sur- 
rounded the base to prevent Rus- 
sians from removing weapous. 

... The sj#es. previously bad 
agreed that Russia would turn 
over the weapons to Georgian 
forces, part of a process of trans- 
ferring control of former Soviet 
arms to local officials. 

Gen. Ivanenkov said the 
weapons were being transferred 
to the Georgians, after the 46 
servicemen were taken to the 
capital Tbilisi. He did not say 
what kind of weapons were in- 


volved or how many. 

Far to the east, meanwhile, 
authorities in the Central Asian 
state of Tajikistan said they con- 
tinued a campaign to disarm 
fighters loyal to (lie ousted govern- 
ment of Islamic and pro- 
democracy groups, the ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

Tajik authorities said troops 
wrapped up an operation in Obi- 
gram. 85 kilometres east of the 
capital Dushanbe, and turned to- 
wards another rebel stronghold in 
nearby Rogum, Interfax re- 
ported. 

Rogum is home to a huge 
hydroelectic power plant run 
mostly by Russian-speaking 
workers, Interfax said. The gov- 
ernment has accused the pro- 
Islamic fighters of harassing the 
ethnic Russians. 

One government soldier was 
killed and another wounded in 
die operation, Interfax reported. 
ITAR-TASS quoted Russian offi- 
cials as saying nobody was hurt. 
The discrepancy could not im- 
mediately be clarified. 

Tajikistan, an impoverished 
state of 5.1 million people, has 
been consumed by ethnic and 
dan warfare for nearly a year, 
killing thousands. 


Female U.N. workers and 
child killed in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Two 
Cambodian women working for 
the U.N. peacekeeping operation 
and a seven-year-old child were 
killed in a rocket and mortar 
attack north of Phnom Penh late 
Tuesday, a U.N. spokesmanasid. 

“This es the first time ImTAC 
(the U.N. Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia) has to deplore loss 
of life as a result of hostile action 
since UNTAC arrived 10 months 
ago," the spokesman told a 
Wednesday news conference. 
The attack occurred shortly after 
11:30 p.m. and involved 40 men, 
divided into four groups, the UN- 
TAC spokesman said adding that 
the raiders infiltrated from the 
north, a known Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla sanctuary. 

Just before the ground attack, 
rockets and mortars were fired at 
the UNTAC site located in Ang 
Kron village, 15 kilometres east 
of Siem Reap provincial capital. 

“Half an hour later they attack- 
ed the location using AK-47s 
(automatic assault rifles) to fire at 
UNTAC personnel and Cambo- 
dian civilians,” the spokesman 
said. 

The women victims were iden- 


tified as Ty Sary, 43, and Hang 
Vicbetb, 20, who were sheltering 
in a tent at the time of the attack. 
A seven-year-old child was also 
killed, the spokesman said. 

The women were working with 
the UNTAC department charged 
with organising elections, the first 
for Cambodia after decades of 
war and political turmoil. 

Two UNTAC policemen, an 
Indian and a Ghanaian, were 
injured in the attack as was a 
70-year-old Cambodian man, ali 
of whom were listed as in stable 
condition at a U.N. field hospital. 

The spokesman said the attack- 
era deliberately, fired at the tent 
used by the U.N. electoral team 
for regstrating voters. 

“Several people were present 
at the time and two U.N. person- 
nel died as a result of the attack," 
be said. 

A Bangladeshi rapid reaction 
platoon was sent to the site but 
arrived after the attackers had 
fled, the spokesman said. 

While the identity of the 
attackers was unknown, he said, 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas had been 
active in the district recently. 


Magazine runs full transcript of British royal tape 


LONDON (Agencies) — Bri- 
tain's royal family may be 
plunged into a fresh scandal 
following published details of a 
sexually explicit conversation 
said to be between Prince 
Charles and his long-time 
friend, Camilla Parker Bowles. 

Reports of the taped con- 
versation were published just a 
day after the British heir to the 
throne and his estranged wife. 
Princess Diana, were accused 
of using the media to publicise 
personal accounts of their mar- 
riage break-up. 

Details of the six-minute con- 
versation filled the front sec- 
tions of Wednesday editions of 
Britain's tabloid newspapers. 

fn a rare move, tabloid edi- 
tors met Tuesday and agreed 
not to publish the full trans- 
cript of the recording, dubbed 
the “Cami'lagate tape,” at a. 
time when the British govern- 
ment is studying a report call- 


ing for a crackdown on the 
press. 

The transcript was published 
in the Australian magazine 
New Idea, owned by media 
tycoon Rupert Murdoch, who 
is also proprietor of Britain's 
mass circulation Sun tabloid. 

The Daily Mail newspaper 
said magazines in Germany, 
the Netherlands and Belgium 
were planning to use the trans- 
cript. 

“Six-minute love tape could 
cost Charles throne," ran the 
Sun’s front-page headline. The 
paper described the tape as 
sexually explicit, with the cou- 
ple constantly declaring their 
love for each other. 

New Idea magazine said the 
transcript was a full version of 
a December 1989 phone call 
taped by a radio enthusiast 
using a scanner. 

Details of the call had been . 
leaked to Prince Charles' 


estranged wife Princess Diana 
and led to her finally storming 
out of their loveless marriage, 
the magazine said. 

New Idea, with a circulation 
of more than one million, said 
a “top linguistics and voice 
analysis professor” was con- 
vinced the tape was genuine 
and that an audio expert was 
sure it had not been doctored. 

The transcript begins some 
way into a conversation be- 
tween the heir to the British 
throne and the 45-year-old 
married mother of two. 

(The following are edited ex- 
tracts): 

Charles: Anyway you know, 
that’s the sort of thing one has 
to beware of. And sort of feel 
one’s way along with, if you 
know what I mean. 

Camilla: mmm. You’re 
awfully good at feeling your 
way along. 

Charles: Oh stop. I warn to 


feel my way along you. all over 
you... 

Camilla: Oh. 

The conversation continues 
with the couple telling each 
other in graphic terms how 
much they want each other 
sexually. 

Camilla (later): ...oh darl- 
ing, oh I just want you now. 

Qiaxies: Do you? 

Camilla: mmm. 

Charles: So do I. 

Camilla: Desperately, de- 
sperately, desperately... 

On the tape, they appear reluc- 
tant to say good night. 

Charles: But I, oh God, 
when am I going to speak to 
you? 

Camilla: I can't bear it. 
Urn... 

Charles: Wednesday night?' 

Camilla: Oh, certainly 
Wednesday night. I'll be 
alone...and early Wednesday 
morning, I mean, heU be leav- 


ing at half past eight, quarter 
past eight. He won't be here 
Thursday, pray God... 

Camilla (later): It would be 
so wonderful to have just one 
night to set us on our way, 
wouldn't it? 

Camilla (later): ! love you. 

Charles: Love you too. I 
don't want to say goodbye. 

Camilla (later): I do love 
you and I’m so proud of you. 

Charles: Oh, Fm so proud of 
you. 

Camilla: Don't be so silly. 
I've never achieved anything. 

Charles: Yes you 
have. ..your great achievement 
is to love me. 

Camilla (later): Bye. Press 
the button. 

Reports of the relationship 
between Charles and Parker 
Bowies, and some details of 
the taped conversation, were 
published in the British media 
last November. 


Zimbabwe cancels 
mayor’s installation ; 

HARARE (R) — Local officials 
said Tuesday they had cancelled' 
the installation Friday of Harare- 
councillor Noel Chaya as the new 

mayor of Zimbabwe's capital.. 
Mr. Chaya. a member of the 
ruling ZANU-PF party who was 
elected mayor by councillors last 
month, has been widely criticised 
by Harare residents after disclo- 
sures that be had once been fined 
nearly 1,400 for contravening li- 
quor laws. In his role as mayor, . 
Mr. Harare's highest civic leader, 
Mr. Chaya would have had to 
host foreign leaders visiting the 
capital. Outgoing Mayor Simon 
Chikwavaire is likely to remain in 
office until a new mayor is- 
elected, officials said. 


persona! drug use 

ROME (R) — Italy Tuesday 
decriminalised the personal use 
of drugs, admitting the failure of 
its tough drug law which filled 
Italian prisons with addicts mid 
did little to reduce consumption. 
The cabinet approved the new 
drug legislation, which had been. . 
proposed by Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato to reduce prison 
overcrowding. Under the new. 
measure, about 1,000 inmates 
who had been imprisoned for 
drug use will be released, officials 
said. The new law requires admi- 
nistrative sanctions instead of 
prison terms, for users of drags 
such as heroin, cocaine and can- 
nabis. These sanctions include , 
the revocation of driver's ' I«- ^ 
cences. gun permits and pass- 
ports. Anyone found with a 
quantity of drugs three . times 
more than what is considered an 
average amount for personal con- 
sumption is charged as a drug 
trafficker, according to the law. 
The cabinet's action repeals 1990 
legislation which had made the 
persona] use of drugs a crime. 
Before that law was adopted, 
only trafficking and the sale of 
drugs had been a crime in Italy. 

Sex attacker 
escapes 


-chapel rape 


LONDON (R) — A convicted, 
sex attacker raped a woman in 
the chapel of a top-security Brit- 
ish jail — and escaped prosecu- 
tion. Prison officers Tuesday 
blamed what they called liberalis- 
ing of prison life for the assault on 
a married woman employee ax 
Long Lartin prison, near 
Evesham, central England. She 
decided not to press charges. The 
rapist, who had three convictions 
for sex attacks, was working as an 
orderly in the chapel. He was 
moved to another prison and will 
not face prosecution. Bob Pitt, 
spokesman for the Prison Offic- 
ers' Association at Long Lartm, 
said: '‘Inmates are allowed into 
areas where there are civilian 
members of staff, without uni- . 
formed supervision. It is one Of . .. 
the inevitable consequences of an 
over-ambitious programme of 
liberalisation and hopelessly in- . 
adequate staffing levels.” The 
jail, which houses 340 top- 
security prisoners including drug 
dealers, was criticised last month 
by the government’s chief inspec- 
tor of prisons. Judge Stephen 
Tumim. He found there were 
“no-go areas” where prison offic- . 
ers were too frightened to patrol. 

A spokeswoman for the Home 
Office, which is responsible for 
Britain’s prisons, said: “The aim 
is to try and have a more liberal 
regime for the sake of the in- 
mates.” She said female teachers 
and psychologists were often' 
alone with inmates and added: 
“There are certain areas of prison 
life where you would expect that, 
such as in the religious context.” 

Too few U.S. doctors 
slapped for 
incompetence, 
health group says 

WASHINGTON <R) — Toofew: 
physicians in the United States j 
are disciplined for incompetence, 
negligence, drug abuse and pa-^ 
tient abuse resulting in ' 
thousands of avoidable deaths 
and injuries of patients every 
year, a consumer group said 
Tuesday. The number of medical 
licences revoked and suspended 
and doctors placed on probation - 
would be five to six times higher-, 
if the state boards were policing 
physicians effectively. Dr. Sidney 
Wolfe, head of Public Qtizens. -- 
Health Research Group, said ata : - - 
news conference. “There is no 
excuse why the majority of states- 
are betraying patients or not pro- 
viding adequate discipline of doc- 
tors," he said. Medical boards in 
the south were found to be ™nct _ . 
effective while those in the north- • ^ 
east, unth the exception of Ver- 
mont, were least effective, the 
consumer group said in a report - 
a* a nationwide survey of medic- 
al sanctions. 






